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With school keeping us so busy during the term, the October  

half-term is the perfect time to reflect on the future and how  

you can make the most of it.

Are you considering starting your own business? You are not 

alone! In fact, half of everyone aged 16-24 in the UK want to 

start their own business. For many, the biggest obstacle is just 

knowing where to start, so this issue of EDIT is jam-packed with 

useful information that hopefully can encourage you to take 

that first step. And if you are looking for more inspiration, check 

out Westminster Enterprise Week which is taking place for the 

second time this November, delivering tons of motivation for all  

of you out there dreaming of turning your ideas into reality. 

However, the future is about more things than just your career. As 

always, there are lots of exciting things happening in Westminster 

over the coming months. Why not try some Latin American 

dances or take a judo class? If that isn’t for you, you can find 

more information on everything from your closest leisure centre, 

upcoming events and how to volunteer in your local community at 

westminster.gov.uk/young-westminster 

Youth MP, Westminster

westminsteryouthmp 

@westminster.gov.uk
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Cover photo: Abigail Bellot, 19,  

apprentice at Westminster City Council.
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Alice Mayor is the owner and CEO of We Built This City –  

a one-of-a-kind souvenir shop on Carnaby Street 

selling exciting products and art by talented London 

designers to visitors from all over the globe. 

Do your own thing run your own business

From a young age Alice knew she wanted to do her own thing, and she has been working 

towards running a business of her own since she left university at 21. EDIT reporter Nishat 

Uddin met with her to ask for advice for anyone thinking of becoming an entrepreneur, now  

or in the future. 

1  GET AS MUCH EXPERIENCE AS  

YOU CAN 
 
Learn from other entrepreneurs  

and get some experience working in 

start-up businesses - you’ll learn what 

to do and most importantly what NOT 

to do! I spent a few years doing just 

that and it really prepared me for all 

aspects of running my own business.

2   Share your idea 
 
I don’t believe in keeping new business 

ideas to yourself - sharing your idea with 

peers and professionals will lead to some 

great business advice, new contacts and 

creative ideas - which will all help you get 

your idea off the ground.

3   Simple but snappy messaging!  
 
Once you know what you want to do, 

make sure your business idea can be 

summarised in one simple and snappy 

message – this will help you when  

pitching your idea to partners and will  

help customers remember you too! 

4   Don’t overthink it 
 
It’s completely normal in business  

to not know the next step to take.  

Don’t let fear stop you from moving 

forward - trust your gut instinct and  

be ready to make (and learn from!)  

your mistakes. That’s what business  

is all about - there’s no perfect  

journey to success.

5   Use Westminster  
as an advantage 
 
Westminster is a place like 

no other with millions of 

people coming to work or 

enjoy its many unique 
attractions every day. 
Whether you need 
inspiration or want to test 

your idea on a specific 
audience, you are sure to 

find what you need right 

here in your very own city. 

AMBITIOUS
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Interview 
by Nishat 

Uddin,  
17, from  

Maida Vale.



Do your own thing run your own business
AMBITIOUS

5 

Feeling inspired?There is lots of support available for  
aspiring young entrepreneurs in  
Westminster. Find information and  
advice on everything from start-up 
 workshops to funding options at 
westminster.gov.uk/young-enterprise

Don’t miss Westminster 
Enterprise Week 
Westminster Enterprise Week returns from 
14th-20th November, connecting students 
in Westminster schools and colleges to the 
thousands of business opportunities on their 
doorstep through a week of exciting events  
and workshops.

This year’s programme will give Westminster 
students the chance to learn from and network 
with top entrepreneurs, find out what it takes to 
launch a business and tour local enterprise spaces.
Ask your school if they’re involved or find 
more information at westminster.gov.uk/
westminster-enterprise-week 

If you do take part in the week, don’t forget to share 
your experience using  WEW2016

Alice

http://westminster.gov.uk/young-enterprise
http://westminster.gov.uk/westminster-enterprise-week
http://westminster.gov.uk/westminster-enterprise-week


YOUR FUTURE

CALLING ALL  
ENGINEERS, SCIENTISTS 
AND INVENTORS
Erin Henderson, 21, has just completed an apprenticeship with Network Rail –  
the company responsible for running the country’s railway network. 

Now she’s in her dream job and climbing 
the career ladder.

As we prepare to open the Sir Simon Milton 
Westminster University Technical College 
(UTC) in September 2017, a new kind of 
college that teaches 14- to 19-year-olds 
technical and scientific subjects so that they 
can become inventors, engineers, scientists 
and technicians, we asked Erin what it was 
like to gain experience with the company 
responsible for keeping England, Scotland 
and Wales moving.

She said: “I knew exactly what I wanted 
to do when I finished studying and now 
I work for Network Rail. I applied the 
technical theory I learnt in the classroom 
to my practical experience with different 
telecoms teams. It’s a great company, and 
if you’re up for a challenge and prepared 
to work hard, there are lots of exciting 
opportunities for progression. In ten 
years I’d like to be in an operational role, 
travelling around the country looking after 
the variety of telecoms systems we have 
on the network.”

At the Sir Simon Milton Westminster UTC, 
students will use the latest equipment and 
then get practical work experience with 
some of the UK’s top companies. Alongside 
Network Rail, companies include Alstom, 
BT Fleet, Sir Robert McAlpine, Land 
Securities and Transport for London. 
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Erin’s got 
what it takes, 

have you?
If you want to find out more about  
the Sir Simon Milton Westminster  
UTC visit westminsterutc.co.uk 

http://westminsterutc.co.uk


Try out this classic martial 
art, with classes for complete 
beginners and competitors. 

When: Mondays and Fridays, 
6-10pm and Saturdays,  
10am-2pm

Where: Avenues Youth Centre, 
3-7 Third Avenue, W10 4RS

Ages: 11+

Cost: £4 for under 16s, £5 for 
16s and over

moberlystars.com

TRY JUDO

A youth club for young people 
with disabilities, where you can 
enjoy basketball, cooking, art, 
music and more. 

When: Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday evenings, 6.30-9pm

Where: Caxton Youth Club, 
Basement Clubrooms, Tintern 
House, Abbots Manor Estate, 
Alderney Street, SW1V 4JF

Ages: 11+

Cost: £1 per session

caxtonyouth.org

DISABILITY YOUTH CLUB

Get your dancing shoes on and 
take part in junior ballroom and 
Latin American dance classes. 

When: Saturdays, 5-6.30pm

Where: Dance Art Studios,  
1 Chilworth Mews, W2 3RG

Ages: 12-16

Cost: £12 per session

danceartlondon.com 

KEEP DANCING

 ENTERTAINED

WIN A CLIMBING ADVENTURE 
FOR YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS
Up for a fun challenge? Don’t 
miss the chance to win a 
climbing session at Seymour 
Leisure Centre, where you and 
up to seven (!) of your mates  
can have a go at scaling one of 
the biggest climbing walls in 
central London.

To enter the competition, 
simply email one thing you 
would like to see in the next 
edition of Edit to edit@
westminster.gov.uk by 31st 
October. You must be under  
19 to take part. 

Terms and conditions apply. Prize is valid for up to 8 participants aged 6+.  
All participants must register for a free Everyone Active card and the session 
must be booked in advance by calling 0333 005 0416 (option 4). Prize is as stated 
and cannot be transferred or exchanged. No cash alternative will be offered.
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For example, the world’s smallest police station which fits only one person, is located only a stone’s throw away from Trafalgar Square, where it was placed so that an officer could monitor any protests. However it is now used as a storage space by cleaners. 

The London Noses or The Seven Noses of Soho are the unusual creations of artist Rick Buckley who attached 35 casts of his nose to buildings in an attempt to protest against CCTV cameras in 1997. Many have been removed, but ten still remain dotted around London. If you find yourself on The Mall keep a look out for a nose on Admiralty Arch. A popular urban myth states that if you can track down all of the noses you will achieve infinite wealth.

Walking down Leinster Gardens, you wouldn’t think there was anything different about houses 23 and 24 which look identical to all of the other houses, except that there aren’t any mailboxes and the windows have been blacked out. 23 and 24 Leinster Gardens are actually dummy houses, used as a space for the first underground steam trains to vent out  all fumes and smoke. Walk to the street behind, Porchester Terrace, to see that the backs of the two dummy houses are completely missing. 

MY GUIDE TO UNUSAL 
SPOTS IN WESTMINSTER
We’ve all heard about Westminster’s big attractions and shopping areas, yet there are many more obscure places that are worth checking out. 

Find 100s of free activities 
in Westminster at 
westminster.gov.uk/
events-and-activities

INSPIRED
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Article and 
photos by 
Asma Ibrahim, 
16, from 
Pimlico.

WHAT DO YOU L VE ABOUT WESTMINSTER?Tweet @CityWestminster #EditWestminster or email us at 
edit@westminster.gov.uk

Asma
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