
 

Table 1: Anti-Social Behaviour: Police-Recording Sub-Categories  

 

 

ASB Sub-category 

ASB - Environmental 

ASB - Nuisance 

ASB - Personal 

Criminal Damage 

Harassment Act Offences 

Licensing 

Littering / Drugs Paraphernalia 

Noise 

Road Related Offences 

Rowdy / Nuisance Neighbours 

Rowdy Or Inconsiderate Behaviour 

Sexual Offences 

Street Drinking 

Veh Nuisance / Inappropriate Use 

 

 

The NSIR óAnti-Social Behaviour Incident Types and Definitionsô introduced in April 2011 was 

accompanied by Home Office guidance as to the use of the three new ASB categories listed at the 

head of Table 1 (which are three of the categories selected for use in this study as pertaining directly 

to the types of ónegativeô behaviour often recorded in the ENTE).  

These new categories have replaced the earlier recording category of óRowdy and Inconsiderate 

Behaviourô in ASB recording by the MPS:  

 

 

Table 2:  Home Office revised ASB-category definitions from April 2011  

 

 

 

ASB: PERSONAL  

 

óPersonalô is designed to identify ASB incidents that the caller, call-handler or anyone else 

perceives as either deliberately targeted at an individual or group or having an impact on an 

individual or group rather than the community at large.  

 

It includes incidents that cause concern, stress, disquiet and/or irritation through to incidents 

which have a serious adverse impact on peopleôs quality of life.  



 

At one extreme of the spectrum it includes minor annoyance; at the other end it could result in 

risk of harm, deterioration of health and disruption of mental or emotional well-being, resulting 

in an inability to carry out normal day-to-day activities through fear and intimidation.  

 

ASB: NUISANCE 

  

óNuisanceô captures those incidents where an act, condition, thing or person causes trouble, 

annoyance, inconvenience, offence or suffering to the local community in general rather than 

to individual victims.  

 

It includes incidents where behaviour goes beyond the conventional bounds of acceptability 

and interferes with public interests including health, safety and quality-of-life.  

 

Just as individuals will have differing expectations and levels of tolerance so will communities 

have different ideas about what goes beyond tolerable or acceptable behaviour.  

 

 

ASB: ENVIRONMENTAL  

 

óEnvironmentalô deals with the interface between people and places. It includes incidents 

where individuals and groups have an impact on their surroundings including natural, built and 

social environments.  

 

This category is about encouraging reasonable behaviour whilst managing and protecting the 

various environments so that people can enjoy their own private spaces as well as shared or 

public spaces.  

 

Peopleôs physical settings and surroundings are known to impact positively or negatively on 

mood and sense of well-being and a perception that nobody cares about the quality of a 

particular environment can cause those effected by that environment to feel undervalued or 

ignored.  

 

Public spaces change over time as a result of physical effects caused, for example, by 

building, but the environment can also change as a result of the people using or misusing that 

space.  

 

Definitions from Chapter 2.2: óAnti-Social Behaviourô in the National Standard for Incident 

Recording 2011 documentation: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/science-research-

statistics/research-statistics/crime-research/count-nsir11?view=Binary  Accessed: 27 October 

2014. 

 

Police-recorded data for all the ASB categories listed in Table 1 above was drawn for the purposes of 

this project from The Metropolitan Police Service Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) system for the 

period: 1 November 2013 to 31 July 2014. The following maps trace the patterns of police-recorded 

ASB geographically and temporally across the 10 locations. There are separate mappings for the 

three new Home Office ASB categories in order to avoid spurious comparisons with earlier recording-

periods, before the revised counting guidance was introduced:   

 

 

 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/science-research-statistics/research-statistics/crime-research/count-nsir11?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/science-research-statistics/research-statistics/crime-research/count-nsir11?view=Binary


 

 

 

 

West End Stress Area 

 

Figure 61: Map of ASB recorded by the police in the WESA, minus the New Categories 

(Evening)     

 

 
 

Figure 62: Map of ASB recorded by the police in the WESA, New Categories only (Evening)    

  



 
Figure 63: Map of ASB recorded by the police in the WESA, minus the New Categories (Night)     

 

 
 

 

Figure 64: Map of ASB recorded by the police in the WESA, New Categories only (Night)     

 


