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Dear Sally,
 
Our ref: NE/2006/000259/SE-05/SP1
 
Thank you for your consultation on the IIA Scoping Report for Westminster’s City Plan.
 
On this occasion we have not reviewed the scoping report in detail. However we have attached a
factsheet for Westminster which covers the sustainability topics, evidence base and plans and
sustainability criteria that we believe should be included in your scoping report.
 
We hope you will find this fact sheet useful. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to get
in touch. 
 
Kind regards
 
Michael Devanny
 
Sustainable Places - Planning Advisor
Environment Agency | Hertfordshire & North London
Ergon House|Horseferry Road|London|SW1P 2AL

'  0203 263 8105 | * northlondonplanning@environment-agency.gov.uk 
 
From: Alderman, Sally [mailto:salderman@westminster.gov.uk] 
Sent: 17 June 2014 13:52
To: Alderman, Sally
Cc: O'Donnell, Lisa
Subject: Integrated Impact Assessment (IIA) Scoping Report
 
 

From: Councillor Robert Davis DL
 

Deputy Leader of Westminster City Council
and Cabinet Member for the Built Environment

 
Westminster City Hall, 64 Victoria Street, London SW1E 6QP

020 7641 2852
 
 

Date: 17 June 2014
Dear Sir/ Madam,
 
Consultation: IIA Scoping Report for Westminster’s City Plan
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City of Westminster Fact Sheet


Sustainability Appraisal (Scoping Stage) 


Introduction

This factsheet provides guidance on the issues we suggest you consider at the scoping stage of the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) for your Local Plan in relation to our remit. It sets out what we believe should be the scope and level of information to be included in the SA Report. This is based on the key issues impacting on your borough and neighbouring boroughs. We reference useful strategies, plans and evidence to support our advice and provide links to these at the end. Please consider this as our formal response to your consultation. If you require further advice please contact us.

Your contact for strategic plans is Jane Wilkin. 

Email address: northlondonplanning@environment-agency.gov.uk 

Direct telephone number: 0203 263 8052.

Climate Change


Climate change will present significant challenges to the people and environment of your borough. We therefore suggest you consider this issue as part of the evidence base for the SA, as a key sustainability issue and as an SA objective against which your plan will be appraised. This should help ensure your Local Plan adequately addresses current and future climate change risks. 


Strategic Environmental Assessment and Climate Change: Guidance for Practitioners produced in August 2012 provides guidance, for plan makers such as you, on how climate change issues can be considered in the SEA and SA of plans.

Flood Risk

Your borough has areas of tidal flood risk from the River Thames in the south of the borough. We would therefore expect the SA to include flood risk in the baseline information, as a key sustainability issue and as an objective. Your Strategic Flood Risk Assessment should form part of the evidence base.


Other sources of evidence will include your borough’s Surface Water Management Plan and the Environment Agency Thames Estuary 2100 plan. 

Water Framework Directive


The Water Framework Directive (WFD) is European legislation designed to protect and enhance the quality of our rivers, lakes, streams, groundwater, estuaries and coastal waters, with a particular focus on ecology. The Environment Agency is the lead authority on the WFD in England and Wales. We have prepared the Thames River Basin Management Plan which includes actions to improve the water environment for waterbodies within your local authority. However, the legislation also sets a general legal duty on all public bodies (including Local Authorities), in exercising their functions, to have regard to River Basin Management Plans. You should therefore consider the requirements of the WFD and recommendations from the Thames River Basin Management Plan in your SA, as an SA objective against which your plan will be appraised and as part of your baseline. For a specific summary of the status of the waterbodies in your borough please refer to the London Borough Environmental Fact Sheet that we have produced on our website. 

This topic is particularly relevant to your borough because urban diffuse pollution is an issue and measures to address this in line with WFD outcomes should be a consideration. 

Biodiversity

Green Infrastructure delivers biodiversity benefits and climate change adaptation. Open spaces can serve as flood storage areas if they are located in areas of high risk of flooding or functional floodplain. Green spaces and buffer zones can provide amenity benefits, biological enhancements, sustainable drainage and reduction in surface/storm water flooding. Green roofs can also be a valuable amenity space.  We suggest therefore that protection and enhancement of biodiversity is considered as a key sustainability issue, protected habitats and species are mapped as part of the evidence base and biodiversity issues are addressed as an SA objective.

Water Resources


Westminster is within Thames Water’s London Water Resource Zone – this is classified as ‘seriously water stressed.’ This means there is a high population with high water demands and limited water availability – it does not reflect Water Company’s ability to supply water. Average water use in Westminster in 2010-11 was 166.5 litres per head per day (l/h/d) which is above the England and Wales average of 148 l/h/d. Inefficient use of water can lead to unnecessary carbon emissions. Currently water use accounts for 27 percent of all carbon emissions from our homes. In London non-households accounts for 29 percent of water consumption and this is therefore an area where further water and carbon savings can be made. We suggest that water quantity and water resource efficiency issues are addressed as part of the evidence base for the SA included as key sustainability issues and in the SA objectives. 

Contaminated Land

Parts of your borough are defined as being sensitive locations for groundwater because they are located within source protection zones 1, 2 or 3 and/or are located over principle or secondary aquifers. We suggest you include this information and information on land contamination in your borough as part of the baseline for your SA to ensure that the potential impacts of your Local Plan policies and site allocations on groundwater can be identified and addressed.  

Waste 


When developing policies on waste we emphasise the importance of the ‘Waste Hierarchy’ as set out in Article 4 of the revised EU Waste Framework Directive to maximise the reduction and re-use of waste. The London Plan policies, e.g. 5.16 and 5.17 encourage greater self sufficiency for waste management in London and sustainable transportation of waste. We therefore suggest that waste issues are considered as part of the SA and objectives addressing waste management and resource efficiency are included.

Air Quality


We regulate certain processes under the Environmental Permitting Regulations and support and work closely with local authorities in improving air quality through the UK Air Quality Strategy, Local Air Quality Management and Air Quality Action Plans, especially where these processes may have an impact on local air quality. Your Director of Public Health has to report on air quality (deaths attributable to particulate pollution) under the Public Health Framework. For these reasons, and given that main source of air pollution is frequently transport, we suggest that air quality issues are considered as part of the SA and objectives addressing air quality are included. Your Borough Air Quality Action Plan and the Mayor’s Air Quality and Transport Strategies should form the evidence base for this. 


References


Environment Agency strategies, plans and evidence


Thames River Basin Management Plan (2009), Environment Agency https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/thames-river-basin-management-plan 


Thames Estuary 2100 plan (2012), Environment Agency https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/thames-estuary-2100-te2100 


Groundwater protection: Principles and practice (2012) (GP3) https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/groundwater-protection-principles-and-practice-gp3 


Datasets available from DEFRA agencies including Environment Agency, Natural England, Forestry Commission and Canals and Rivers Trust http://www.geostore.com/environment-agency/

London borough fact sheets (2011) (State of the Environment Reports), Environment Agency http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/library/publications/103321.aspx

Climate Ready service https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/adapting-to-climate-change 

Strategic Environmental Assessment and Climate Change: Guidance for Practitioners produced (August 2012)


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/strategic-environmental-assessment-sea-and-climate-change 

Other useful guidance


Planning for Climate Change: Guidance for Local Authorities, Planning and Climate Change Coalition (2012)  http://www.tcpa.org.uk/pages/planning-for-climate-change-guidance-for-local-authorities-2012.html

Climate Change – is the UK preparing for flooding and water scarcity? Adaptation Sub-Committee Progress Report (2012) http://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/climate-change-is-the-uk-preparing-for-flooding-and-water-scarcity-3rd-progress-report-2012/ 

Securing London’s Water Future: The Mayor’s Water Strategy (2011) http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/environment/publications/securing-london-s-water-future-the-mayor-s-water-strategy

BREEAM (BRE Environmental Assessment Method) homepage  http://www.breeam.org/index.jsp

London Rivers Action Plan (2009), The River Restoration Centre http://www.therrc.co.uk/lrap.php

Guidance for local planning authorities on implementing planning requirements of the European Union Waste Framework Directive (2008/98/EC) (2012) Department for Communities and Local Government https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-local-planning-authorities-on-implementing-planning-requirements-of-the-eu-waste-framework-directive-2008-98-ec

Waste Management Plan for England (draft 2013) Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-waste-management-plan-for-england

Waste Prevention Programme for England (draft 2013) Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/reducing-and-managing-waste

National Policy Statement for Hazardous Waste: A framework document for planning decisions on nationally significant hazardous waste infrastructure (2013) Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hazardous-waste-national-policy-statement

Planning Policy Statement 10: Planning for sustainable waste management (2011) Department for Communities and Local Government https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-for-sustainable-waste-management-planning-policy-statement-10

Mayor’s Air Quality Strategy (2010) Greater London Authority http://www.london.gov.uk/priorities/environment/publications/mayors-air-quality-strategy

Please note we have not included links to documents such as the National Planning Policy Framework and London Plan as these are widely known and available.



 
The Integrated Impact Assessment (IIA) Scoping Report is the first stage in preparing an
Integrated Impact Assessment Report for the revision of Westminster’s City Plan. Under
Section 19 (5) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 a Sustainability Appraisal,
which should also incorporate a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), is required for all
Development Plan Documents (such as Westminster’s City Plan).

In addition to these requirements the IIA will also consider the equalities, community safety
and health impacts of the policies in Westminster’s City Plan. The integrated approach as
contained in the IIA avoids the need to undertake and report on separate assessments, seeks to
reduce any duplication of assessment work and benefits from a shared understanding of the
policies.

The IIA Scoping Report is intended to provide sufficient information on the proposed approach
and seek feedback to help inform the ongoing preparation of the IIA including:

·         An overview of Westminster’s City Plan;

·         The key baseline information and identification of key issues;

·         The plans, programmes and strategies relevant to the review;

·         The proposed objectives and IIA Assessment Framework;

·         Next Steps in the process.

The IIA Assessment Framework is the methodology which will enable the environmental social
and economic sustainability; equalities; health and crime and disorder impacts of the policies in
Westminster’s City Plan to be analysed, compared and critically assessed against 17 identified
objectives, set out in the framework.

The document can be downloaded here
 
How do I comment?
You can respond to the consultation on the IIA Scoping Report by email or letter. If possible, we
would be grateful for an electronic copy of your comments. All comments should be received

by 30th July 2014. Please note that details of all representations received will be published on
the Westminster website.
 
The document can be downloaded using the link provided above or can also be inspected on
request at City Hall, 64 Victoria Street (full address below).To request a hard copy of the
document, please use the contact details below.
 
Contact details for responses are as follows:
 
Email: planningpolicy@westminster.gov.uk
 
Address: City Planning Delivery Unit

Westminster City Council
11th Floor East, Westminster City Hall

http://transact.westminster.gov.uk/docstores/publications_store/Integrated%20Impact%20Assessment%20for%20Consult.pdf
mailto:planningpolicy@westminster.gov.uk


64 Victoria Street
London, SW1E 6QP

 
Telephone: 020 7641 2503
 
What happens next?
Following consultation, all comments received will then be considered and the IIA amended
where appropriate. Stage 2 of the IIA process involves an assessment of all emerging City Plan
policies against the 17 objectives set out in the IIA Framework. Stage 3 consists of the drafting
the IIA Report which details the process and explains the results of the assessment. There will
be father consultation at this stage.
 
If you have any queries arising from this letter, please contact the Planning Policy Team on the
above number.
 
Yours faithfully
 

 
Councillor Robert Davis DL
Deputy Leader of Westminster City Council
Cabinet Member for Built Environment
 
 
 
 

***********************************************************************************
Get offers and discounts at local attractions and shops. Sign up for a free
Westminster City Save card. https://citysave.westminster.gov.uk

***********************************************************************************
Westminster City Council switchboard: +44 20 7641 6000.
www.westminster.gov.uk
***********************************************************************************
This E-Mail may contain information which is privileged, confidential and protected
from disclosure.
If you are not the intended recipient of this E-mail or any part of it, please
telephone Westminster City Council immediately on receipt.
You should not disclose the contents to any other person or take copies.
***********************************************************************************
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Information in this message may be confidential and may be legally 
privileged. If you have received this message by mistake, please notify 
the sender immediately, delete it and do not copy it to anyone else.

We have checked this email and its attachments for viruses. But you 
should still check any attachment before opening it.
We may have to make this message and any reply to it public if asked to 
under the Freedom of Information Act, Data Protection Act or for 
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litigation.  Email messages and attachments sent to or from any 
Environment Agency address may also be accessed by someone other than the 
sender or recipient, for business purposes.


