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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 The City Council as the Licensing Authority must prepare and publish a new 

Statement of Licensing Principles for Gambling (the Statement) every three 
years under the requirements of section 349 of the Gambling Act 2005 (the 
Act).  The current Statement ends on the 30th January 2016 and this 
consultation is the start of the process to introduce the next edition of the 
Council’s Statement.   

 
1.2 There have been significant changes in national gambling regulation and 

policy which will need to be reflected in the Statement.  The Gambling 
Commission have introduced the requirement within their Licensing 
Conditions and Codes of Practice (LCCP) that operators, from the 6th April 
2016 must assess the risk of their gambling premises has relating to the 
licensing objectives. 

 
1.3 The Licensing Authority has also commissioned, in partnership with 

Manchester City Council research into the effects of gambling related harm on 
the vulnerable and where these vulnerable groups are located within the City.  
This research will be a key component in the development of the Licensing 
Authority’s Local Area Profile within the Statement.  The Local Area Profile will 
enable gambling operators to understand what the Licensing Authority 
considers are local factors that may affect gambling within a geographical 
location.  

 
1.4 Due to the statutory time constraints and the need to await the outcome of the 

research the Licensing Authority are approaching the preparation and 
publication of the Statement in two stages.   

 
1.4.1 Stage 1 – Reproduction of the Statement currently in effect with minor 

amendments relating to removal of out of date elements of the policy, 
change of dates, legislative changes, inclusion of minor information of 
child exploitation and typographical amendments.  

 
1.4.2 Stage 2 – New revision of the Statement which will include Local Area 

Profiles, higher risk area policies, more detailed policies associated 
with categories of gambling premises, new structure of the Statement 
containing specific parts based on categories of gambling premises, 
permits or notifications and new parts relating to exemptions, lotteries 
and removal of gambling entitlements under section 284 of the Act.  

 
1.5 The stage 1 Statement will commence from the 31st January 2016 to meet the 

requirements of the Act.  The completely revised Stage 2 Statement will be 
consulted upon later this year and come into effect in early to mid-2016.   

 
1.6 The Council has produced the proposed stage 1 Statement with tracked 

changes to clearly show what amendments have been made to the current 
version which will then take effect if approved from the 31st January 2016.   
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1.7 The Council is holding public consultation on this document in line with the 
statutory requirements of the Act for a period of 5 weeks starting from Friday 
28th August 2015 and ending on Friday 2nd October 2015.  Any views 
submitted to the Council in relation to this document will be reviewed and 
assessed before a final decision is made relating to the format and content of 
the new Statement.  The consultation responses and the Council’s views on 
these comments will be made public following the consultation period. 
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2. Points for discussion 
 
2.1 The Council is keen to receive views on the proposed stage 1 Statement 

during this public consultation period.  To enable comments on the proposed 
changes the following questions have been posed.  

 
 Proposed revision to the Statement of Licensing Principles for Gambling 
 
2.2 The proposed Statement is a minor change to the current version of the 

Council’s Statement of Principles for Gambling (2013 – 2016).  As such the 
amendments displayed in the proposed Statement are shown as tracked 
changes for ease of reference.  As the amendments are minor and have no 
specific change to the council current policy relating to gambling the 
consultation question is to seek views on these minor amendments.   

 
Consultation questions 
 
Q1. Do you have any views on the proposed stage 1 Statement of Licensing 
Principles for Gambling? 
 

  
 General comments or suggestions 
 
2.3 Although the Council has for general views on the proposed Statement we are 

conscious that there may be views that relate to elements of the Statement 
that have not been included and perhaps should be.  However, as the council 
is approaching the development of its Statement in 2 stages any views 
relating to possible inclusions within the Statement during this consultation 
may be relevant to the Stage 2 Statement which will be out for consultation 
later this year.   

 
2.4 The following question enable views to be expressed on anything that the 

respondent feels should be either included or excluded from the proposed 
stage 1 Statement. 

 
Consultation questions 
 
Q2. Do you have any other comments or suggestions relating to elements that 
should be included or excluded within this proposed Statement of Licensing 
Principles for Gambling?  
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 3. Responding to this consultation 
 
3.1 Westminster City Council is keen to receive comments on the proposed stage 

1 Statement of Licensing Principles for Gambling.  The Council has produced 
a consultation response form which is available via the Council’s website at 
www.westminster.gov.uk/licensing-consultation.   We would welcome any 
comments and views on the proposals and encourage the submission of 
these by using the template provided.   

 
3.2 To submit your views and comments in relation to this consultation please 

complete the form provided and send it via email to: 
gamblingconsultation@westminster.gov.uk.   

 
3.3 Alternatively you can post your completed consultation response form to: 
 
 Mr Kerry Simpkin 

Licensing Team Manager 
 Westminster City Council  
 4th Floor East 

Westminster City Hall 
64 Victoria Street 
London  
SW1E 6QP 

 
3.4 If you have any questions relating to this consultation or wish to discuss 

anything in relation to the Council’s regulatory approach to gambling please 
contact a member of the Licensing Team on 020 7641 1884. 

 
3.5 The closing date for the receipt of these consultation responses to the Council 

will be Friday 2nd October 2015. 
 
3.6 When responding to the Council please state whether you are responding as 

an individual or representation the views of an organisation.  If responding on 
behalf of an organisation, please make clear who or what tat organisation 
represents.  If responding as an individual, please mention your own interest.   

 
3.7 Please note that responses may be made public or published in a summary of 

responses to the consultation unless you state clearly that you wish your 
responses or name to be treated confidentially.  Confidential responses will be 
included in any statistical summary of numbers of comments received.  If you 
are replying by email, unless you specifically include a request to the contrary 
in the main text of your submission, the Council will assume your consent 
overrides and confidentiality disclaimer that is generated by your 
organisation’s IT system. 

 
3.8 Any information or material sent to us and which we record may be subject to 

the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  The Council’s policy on release of 
information is available on request or by reference to our website at 
www.westminster.gov.uk. 
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3.9 All information provided to the Council will be processed in accordance with 

the Data Protection Act 1988.  However, it may be disclosed to another body 
in order to carry out the functions of the Council and where the Council is 
legally required to do so. 

 
3.10 All non-confidential responses may be published on our website as part of the 

Council’s summary of responses or within Council Cabinet or Committee 
reports.  The Council will take full account of the responses when coming to a 
final view on a recommendation for future data collection.  We will publish our 
response to submissions received as part of our explanation of the final view 
we have reached. 
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Licensing Team 
Westminster City Council 
4th Floor East 
Westminster City Hall 
64 Victoria Street 
London  
SW1E 6QP 
  
Telephone:  020 7641 1884 
Email:  licensingconsultation@westminster.gov.uk 
Web:   www.westminster.gov.uk/licensing-consultation 
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