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ITEM 5 
 

WESTMINSTER SCHOOLS FORUM – 13 MAY 2013 
 

REPORT BY THE TRI-BOROUGH DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 
CHILDREN’S SERVICES  

 

REVIEW OF SCHOOLS BLOCK FUNDING FORMULAE 
 

The DfE have released an analysis of local authorities’ Schools Block funding 
formulae. In advance of any DfE directive it is proposed to invite interested parties to 
participate in a review of the current schools block funding formula, in order to make 
recommendations to the autumn term meeting of schools forum. 
 

FOR REVIEW 

 
1. BACKGROUND 

 

1.1 The Schools Forum at its meeting on 22 October 2012 adopted a 
new formula consistent with the national formula. The model 

wanted to maintain the funding differential between sectors and 
provide a degree of sustainability for schools who faced an 

uncertain future as the Government had not confirmed its 
intentions with regard to minimium funding guarantees. 

 
2.  REVIEW OF SCHOOLS BLOCK FUNDING FORMULAE 
 

2.1 The Department for Education have released an analysis of local 

authorities’ Schools Block funding formulae. The DfE publication 
“Schools Block funding formulae 2013-14” is attached as appendix 

A. 

2.2 It provides the opportunity to compare how funds are distributed to 

schools in Westminster compared to other education authorities in 
London and across the country. An initial assessment shows that 

Westminster are at the upper end of using lump sums to support 

schools and it is known that this is an area that the DfE are looking 
at with a view to reducing the levels that local authorities. 

2.3 A comparison as to how Westminster compares to the individual 
elements will be provided separately to forum members. 
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3. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

3.1 It is proposed to establish a short series of open invitation meetings 
to provide the opportunity for headteachers and governors to 

consider the impact of the funding formula on the distribution of 
funding across schools. 

3.2 The specific areas to be considered will be: 

 The size of the lump sum 

 The proportion of money allocated through pupil 
numbers/deprivation factors 

 The deprivation factors used to allocate funding 

 

3.3 The views of these meetings together with any advice issued by the 

DfE will be reported to schools forum in the autumn term. 

 

Dave McNamara 
Tri-borough Director of Finance 

 
Andrew Christie 

Tri-Borough Executive Director – Children’s Services 
 

 
Contact officer: Dave McNamara, Tri-borough Director of Finance,  

Tel: 020 8753 3404 
E-mail: dave.mcnamara@gov.uk 


