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1. Background 

1.1 The number of full-time (FT) nursery places in Westminster was reviewed last 
year, with the result being that the same number of FT places were retained, but 
the way in which the provision is allocated has been revised across all nursery and 
primary schools with nursery classes. 

1.2 The element of the Dedicated Schools Grant for Early Years in 2012/13 was 
£9.993m and is detailed in the table below. 

 

Sector Budget 
£000’s 

Private 914 

Voluntary 1,502 

Independent 809 

Maintained Nursery 2,270 

Nursery Classes Primary Schools 4,498 

Total Funding 9,993 

  

1.3 Westminster currently has 675 funded FT pupils across nursery and primary 
schools being taken up. The provision of full time places cost an additional £1.3m.     
. 
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1.4 The four nursery schools between them receive £1,211,914 of sustainability lump-
sum funding; this should also form part of any review that takes place. This 
sustainability funding contributes to a high unit cost of providing education in the 
Nursery Schools. 

1.5 The number of pupils that are used to calculate the Dedicated Schools Grant 
(DSG) for Westminster has up to now included a top-up for 3 year olds to 90% of 
the 3 year old population. This has brought in an additional £1.1m to Westminster. 
The DfE have confirmed this funding will end in the 2014/15 financial year, with a 
50% reduction in the current 2013/14 financial year    

 

2.0 Review of Early Years Funding 

2.1 Following the School Forum in 3rd December 2012, a presentation was made to 
Headteachers on the proposed review of Early Years funding block and to explore 
the criteria for the future allocation of places and funding principals. 

 
2.2 A working group has now been established to review the current financial 

arrangements, and to generate proposals for consultation.   
 

2.3  The table below outlines the proposed timescale for the review of full time places 

Actions Date 

First Meeting of the Working Group. March 2013 

Review of Funding and Financial modeling of 
funding options. 

April 2013 

Meeting of Working Group to Draft proposals for 
consultation. 

May 2013 

To agree proposals for Consultation with Schools 
by the Schools Forum. 

13th May 2013 

Consultation with Schools and Stakeholders. June 2013 – July 2013 ( 6 
weeks) 

Working group Meeting to review consultation 
responses. 

September 2013 

Final Report and proposals for funding 
arrangements for 2013/14 to be agreed by the 
Schools Forum 

October 2013 
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3.0 Analysis of Current Funding 

3.1 At the first meeting of the working group it was agreed to undertake a detailed 
analysis of both place and funding allocations in each of the setting.    

3.2  The average funding per planned place in a Nursery School for 2013/14 is £11,994 
and £5,008 in primary schools. Part time places have been multiplied by 0.55 to 
give an equivalent full time place. The detailed breakdown at individual school 
level is shown at Appendix A. 

3.3 The second element of the review focused on the take up of places across the 
settings. The table below summarises the surplus places across the range of 
settings. A full breakdown of take up of places is shown at Appendix B.  

3.4 The analysis of places indicates there was an average across the three terms of 
154 surplus places. This has resulted in the recoupment of £421k from schools for 
the 2012/13 financial year. The number of surplus places has increased during the 
financial year with total of 284 places in the spring term.    

3.5 However, the current sustainability formula for the nursery schools will require the 
£250k to be allocated back to the individual schools.        

3.6 Further analysis of the surplus places in Nursery schools places highlights that the  
surplus places are currently been allocated to two year olds. The funding 
regulations within the Dedicated Schools Grant do not allow for the funding of two 
year olds and work is currently ongoing as part of the implementation of the two 
year old offer. 

 

4.0 Proposals for Consultation 

4.1 The proposed consultation with schools will focus on the following key areas. 

 1) The current allocation of both full time and part places. 

 2) The criteria for future targeting of full time places. 

 3) Models for the delivery of part time places to increase participation.   

 4) Transitional arrangements and communication with parents 

4.2 The consultation will develop models for the targeting of funding to support the 
most disadvantaged children. The individual models will be calculated against a 
variety of eligibility criteria and show the number of places offered and the level of 
funding required.  The findings of the consultation will be reported back to the 
schools forum in September    

 4.3 The review of the sustainability funding for nursery schools will not form part of the 
consultation process. A detailed financial review will be undertaken and form part 
of the report to the forum at its September meeting.  . 
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5.0  Recommendations 
 
5.1  To review and approve the scope of the consultation with schools and other 

stakeholders. 
 
5.2 To approve the additional sustainability funding for Nursery schools for the 

financial year 2012/13. 
 
     
6.0 Appendices 
 

Appendix A: Funding (Nursery and Primary Schools) 
Appendix B: Analysis of Places (Nursery and Primary Schools) 
 


