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Summary & Location
Alongside the proposed Parsons North residential development we propose green improvements 
to Hall Place and the open space by Parsons House as well as gateway improvements on 
Crompton Street.

The public realm designs explicitly consider ease of maintenance, designing out crime and anti 
social behaviour, air quality, bio-diversity and climate change.

The improvements enhance the attractiveness of the neighbourhood, creating a green and garden 
like feel. 

Figure 1: Masterplan of public realm improvements
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• Hall Place (North) – street improvements including: new paving, lighting  
 and creating space for more trees and planting.

• Hall Place (South) – creating a new green space that can be used as a   
 community garden as well as street improvements extending to    
 the Paddington Green side of Church Street.

• Crompton Street – creating an attractive mews entrance to the    
 neighbourhood.

• Parsons North Place– creating new amenity and green space to    
 integrate with the new housing development.

• Throughout  – the careful selection of trees and plants , in addition to   
 providing opportunities for community growing gardens in order   
 to contribute to neighbourhood  improvements,  air quality, climate   
 change, environmental quality, health and well-being.

Key Proposals
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The Housing Renewal Strategy aims to increase the supply of affordable housing alongside 
outstanding green and open spaces promoting sustainability and a sense of neighbourhood.

Accordingly in proposing and designing the Parsons North development we have considered how 
nearby public space can be improved in order that the development signifi cantly adds to the quality 
of environment and sense of community – creating safer, cleaner and greener spaces.

Our proposals have been driven by understanding the current problems and aspirations through 
a local residents design group, which included leaseholders and tenants from Parsons House and 
the Hall Park Estate.

The proposals are beyond those that would be delivered through routine maintenance and street 
improvements. Greening and amenity provision feature strongly in the design concepts as they 
contribute to:
• Health and well-being
• Quality of life
• Opportunities for activities to bring the community together - gardening and food growing 
• Contributing to air quality given its position close to Edgware Road
• Pleasant and safe routes to, from and through the area
• Preparing for the effects of climate change with more extremes of weather.

In addition the proposals are joined up with and complementary to other changes in the wider 
Paddington area and Church Street ward. Through co-ordinating the development and public 
realm improvements in this way we minimise area wide disruption from construction and maximise 
community benefi ts from having a good quality environment throughout the area.

Design Concept
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Figure 1: Masterplan of public realm improvements

Hall Place will be transformed in appearance and layout through the use of extensive greening 
and the introduction of rain water gardens. On street parking will still be permitted on the west 
side of the street to allow for the extension of the pavement on the east side of the road in order to 
introduce an avenue of trees and rain gardens. 

Rain gardens are used to introduce greenery and to aid the attenuation of road surface water 
run-off before the surface water enters the area’s combined sewer system, which reduces the risk 
of fl ooding. Trees and ground cover planting will be chosen to be tolerant of wet-dry conditions 
and pollutants that are likely to be found in the highway. This assists with management and 
maintenance of the streets.

Road safety and a sense of pedestrian priority will be introduced through block paving on sections 
of the roadway at key crossing points.

Hall Place (North)

 Figure 2: Artists impression of the proposed enhancement of Hall Place (North) 
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Figure 3: Plan view - Hall Place (North) proposals

Key 

1. Tarmacadam carriageway (without crossing points shown)
2. Arifi cial stone paving to pavements
3. Raised table to crossing of Crompton Street
4. Rain gardens introduced where services and highway constraints permit
5. Street tree planting enhanced
6. Additional sensory planting to perimeter of existing children’s play park
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Figure 1: Masterplan of public realm improvements

There is an exciting opportunity to create a small garden square between the north and south 
sections of Hall Place where there is currently a row of concrete bollards. This space and the 
adjacent spaces in front of the existing residential blocks would be a fantastic place to meet your 
neighbours, for your children to play and for local people to grow their own food.

The fi rst key move would be to level the existing fenced off unused lawn area behind Braithwaite 
Tower allowing a larger space to be created in order to place the garden within a safe car free 
zone. The image below shows the proposed garden square arranged with a grove of trees, 
seating and natural play elements with a mini allotment and community gardening opportunities 
surrounding the square.

Moving along Hall Place, proposals for paving and tree planting will be continued as per the north 
section of Hall Place described above. These improvements join the section of Church Street 
linking Edgware Road and the City of Westminster College. Co-ordinated with the improvements 
we aim to widen the north side of the Church Street footway since this is congested at certain 
times of the day with students.

Hall Place (South)

Figure 4: Artists impression of the new garden square at Hall Place (South)  
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Figure 5: Plan of Hall Place (South)  

Key

1. New local garden square behind Braithwaite Tower
2. Braithwaite Tower
3. Tree grove
4. Space for natural play space and seating
5. Planting
6. Widened path with ASP fi nish to pavements
7. Realignment of carriageway with clear route provided for emergency access and deliveries to  
 Westminster College
8. Continuation of street tree enhancement e.g. Field Maple, to match Hall Place (north)
9. Raised table to crossing at Paddington Green
10. Route to Church Street
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Crompton Street is to be treated as a shared space with pavement and carriageway paving of 
the same fi nish giving the street a more generous, unifi ed feel. On street car-parking has been 
introduced to the south side of the street with increased pathway widths following the proposed 
Parsons North Podium building alignment.

By realigning the road layout this allows an increase the paving width to the north of the street 
giving a more generous space for pedestrian movement. A single row of 4 medium sized trees has 
been introduced to give the street its own unique character.

Block paving will be used for all surface fi nishes. Broad granite kerbs will delineate the carriageway 
and parking bays.

The new development on Parsons North Podium will introduce new homes with front doors onto 
the street making it safer and naturally overlooked.

Crompton Street

Figure 6: Cross-section of Crompton Street with proposed enhancements
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Figure 7: Plan of Crompton Street 

Key 

1. Gateway into shared space from Edgware Road
2. Tegula concrete block paving to pavement
3. Granite kerbs, 300mm wide with 60mm up-stand
4. Tegula concrete block paving to carriageway and parking zones
5. Proposed tree planting within soft. Tree location coordinated with building, and street lighting.
6. Raised table to crossing of Crompton Street
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The existing space at the front of Parsons House will be signifi cantly enhanced and made into 
a safe and secure space for local residents. It is proposed that the area becomes private realm 
by diverting pedestrian access between Edgware Road and Hall Place. In addition, the design of 
the new residential development will create a courtyard garden which is for resident use. These 
spaces will contribute signifi cantly to the greening in other parts of Hall Place and the sense of 
living in a garden.

Garden and Amenity Spaces

Figure 9: View of the amenity space 

Figure 8: Plan View of the proposals for the amenity space at the front of Parsons House
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Estimated Delivery Timetable

Disclaimer 

(1) This data sheet and any documents forming part of and/or associated with it is provided by the council to those residing on or with a legal 
interest in the Church Street estate (‘the relevant parties’) solely for the purpose of indicating to the relevant parties the council’s aspirations for 
that estate pursuant to its housing renewal strategy, and the potential options for the delivery of new and improved housing within the City of 
Westminster. 

(2) No part of this data sheet or the other documents referred to above constitutes an offer or any part of an offer or a contract to or with the 
relevant parties or any one of them, or to or with any other party, nor does it constitute a formal offer or guarantee that the council will offer this or 
any opportunity to tenants and leaseholders within any specific timescale or at all. 

(3) All the information, plans and photographs in this data sheet have been carefully prepared by the council as Landlord and Housing Property 
Owner (and not as Local Planning Authority) but their accuracy is not guaranteed and they should not be relied upon. Any omission, accidental 
error or mis-description in the said information, plans and photographs shall not be a ground for a claim for compensation against the council. 
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