
CHURCH STREET NEWS 
NEW Inside: Children’s Service Centre | Arts & Culture Funding | Upkeep Project

Local Enterprise Project Expanded
SEPTEMBER 2015

Just 12 months  
later, my business  
is forecasting a net 
profit of £20,000. 
Thanks to HELP  
Enterprise, my life  
has been transformed.

Vital Regeneration has expanded 
its HELP Enterprise project, which 
supports individuals in temporary 
accommodation to start up their own 
business. The project now includes 
Vital Invest CIC (Community 
Interest Company), which will make 
micro finance accessible to HELP 
Enterprise entrepreneurs.

The HELP Enterprise programme 
integrates business advice, free  
co-working space, workshops, sector 
specific training, mentoring, access  
to finance and affordable housing. 

In 2014, 90 local residents engaged 
with HELP Enterprise and a number  
of entrepreneurs are now signed up  

to the scheme. These include 
businesses such as mobile massage 
and beauty therapy, translation 
services, a Sudanese street food 
takeaway, a street wear clothing 
designer, and a personal trainer. 

The project is supported by partners 
BNP Paribas, Dolphin Living and 
Westminster City Council, as part 
of their commitment to drive social 
and economic change in deprived 
neighbourhoods, and make a 
difference by investing in businesses 
which are looking to expand and show 
potential for growth. 

HELP Enterprise entrepreneur 
Mohamad Khalife, who established his 

business in 2014 through the HELP 
Enterprise pilot said: “I saw a link on 
the council’s website and registered 
with HELP Enterprise in February 2014. 

It inspired me to set up my own 
business selling and repairing 
consumer electronic devices and 
peripherals. I’m now based at 
#Venture382 which provides cost 
effective and convenient office space 
for my new venture.

#venture382 is the Church Street 
Enterprise Hub for entrepreneurs in the 
care of Westminster City Council and 
local residents. For more information 
visit www.vitalregeneration.org or 
telephone 020 7245 2861

Westminster City Council

Westminster City Hall 
64 Victoria Street 
London SW1E 6QP

westminster.gov.uk/churchstreetrenewal



This funding scheme is designed to 
develop a programme of creative 
activities that local people of all ages 
and backgrounds can take part in. 

The local community, artists and 
arts and cultural organisations will 
be invited to submit applications 
for funding for arts and creative 
projects. These could include 
theatre, music, singing, dance, film, 
photography, visual art, creative 
writing, and crafts. 

Applications can include one or 
more of these types of activities  

or even a festival or outdoor event or 
performance.

The fund will be supported with a 
series of workshops that will provide 
advice on how the application 
process works. More information  
will be available soon.

If you would like to register your 
interest in this scheme prior to 
launch, please email your details  
to neighbourhoodrenewal@
vitalregen.org

Over recent weeks, the new children’s services centre  
has really started to take shape, with parts of the 
modular structure having been lowered into position  
on the site (pictured). 

It is expected that the build will be completed in November 
2015, and the children’s service providers will relocate from 
Luton Street by the end of the year.

The development will deliver a new children’s facility to 
replace two of the three facilities which have had to relocate 
as part of the Luton Street site development.

The new service centre will provide additional future 
provision of children’s services for the local community. 

Due to the structure being a modular build project, with 
much of the work having taken place off site, there has 
been minimal disruption to neighbouring properties. 

The photos show how quickly and efficiently the building 
has gone up, with 72 units which will form the new  
structure of the building, being installed over a period  
of just four weeks.

Local residents and interested parties 
are invited to attend the 2015 AGM 
and hear about the work of the Future 
Steering Group and the progress made 
on the Church Street Futures Plan.

Come along to the AGM on Monday 
21st September between 7.00-9.00pm 
at the King Solomon Academy, 
Penfold Street, NW1 6RX.

If you wish to attend, please email 
your name and address to:  
sbkhan@vitalregen.org or call  
020 7245 2861

Light refreshments will be provided.

New Children’s Services  
Centre Taking Shape

New Arts & Culture Funding 
Coming Soon 

Church Street 
Future Steering 
Group 2015  
AGM
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As part of the Church Street Futures plan, Westminster City Council 
has created an arts and culture funding scheme which is to be used  
on arts and creative projects over a two year period.



Activity will start this month  
on the Church Street ward 
neighbourhood upkeep project. 

The five year project will see 
investment in local activities 
throughout the neighbourhood, 
particularly in and around the 
proposed new Green Spine. 

From 15 September to 31 October, 
Westminster’s first Urban Room 
opens at 99 Church Street, NW8.  

The event themed “Create This 
Street” is designed to encourage 
debate regarding future development, 
community facilities, arts and culture, 
the local economy, retail, offices, 
housing, heritage, nightlife, parking 
and transport, public realm, greening 
and sustainability.  
 
The Urban Room will be open 
from Tuesdays to Saturdays into 
the evenings. It will be managed 
jointly by The Church Street Ward 
Neighbourhood Forum, Paddington 
Development Trust and Church Street 
Community Champions.  

Neighbourhood Upkeep Project

Urban Room Comes to  
Church Street
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Activity Timeline

Church Street FSG Annual 
General Meeting

Lisson Arches  
developer appointed

Luton Street design workshops

Venables Street planning  
application submitted

Lisson Arches and Luton Street  
developers on site

Green Spine Design Workshops

Community Benefit Fund 
works to commence

Tresham Crescent  
development completed

Luton Street planning  
application submitted

Appointment of  
‘Green Spine’ landscape 

architects

Venables Street market  
traders relocation

Neighbourhood upkeep  
contractor procurement

Autumn  
2015

Spring  
2016

Winter 
2015/16

The funding is available as part 
of the Church Street regeneration 
programme and proposals have been 
developed in conjunction with local 
residents. The aim of the project is to 
develop an ambitious programme of 
activities which engage local people 
in gardening, greening and other 
constructive activities which will help 
to improve the local area.

Individuals and groups are invited to 
use the free space to have meetings, 
socialise, exchange ideas, promote 
enterprise or to find out what’s 
happening in the area. 

The Urban Room will also have 
a virtual presence through the 
pioneering ‘Mapify Church Street’ 
website, which is the community’s 
central tool for networking and building 
social capital. A Neighbourhood 
Development Plan will be produced 
following the event.
 
To get involved contact  
create@mapifychurchstreet.co.uk  
or the Neighbourhood Centre,  
88 Church Street, NW8 8ET,  
020 7641 6633

Illustration of Green Spine proposal which is still to be finalised
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Keep up-to-date

A new, monthly e-bulletin has been launched to keep 
you up to date with progress on the regeneration plans 
as well as what’s happening in Church Street, including 
arts and cultural events at local venues.

To sign up for the e-bulletin email  
mmonaghan@vitalregen.org  
and put Newsletter in the subject line.

Keep up-to-date with what’s happening and give  
us your views: Register on the Consultation Portal 
http://is.gd/vitalengage

Click ‘like’ on our Facebook page 
facebook.com/churchstreetrenewal

Go to westminster.gov.uk/churchstreetrenewal

Visit Greenside Community Centre,  
24 Lilestone Street, NW8 8SR 
Phone 020 7245 2861

All information correct at time of printing.

Translation – If you would like this document translated into your first language or in large print please 
email neighbourhoodrenewal@vitalregen.org or call 020 7245 2861. 

Kurdish SoraniArabic Bengali

What’s On – Events taking place between 
October and December 2015

Also as part of Silver Sunday on 
4th October, Westminster residents 
over 65 years old can take a tour 
and afternoon tea whilst watching 
an intergenerational cricket match 
at Lord’s, courtesy of Marylebone 
Cricket Club. A booking fee of £5 is 
required, which is fully refundable 
on arrival. Please call Yvonne 
Muigua on 020 7616 8589 or email 
community@mcc.org.uk

Sunday the 4th October 2pm to 5pm –  
Penfold Community Hub Open Day 
As part of Silver Sunday, the Hub is showcasing many of its regular activities 
including community singing, line dancing, therapy session, health talks, 
garden tours. Refreshments will be available and fresh vegetables and 
plants will be on sale. Wheelchair access - no need to book - just turn up  
on the day - Buses: 16, 18, 98, 139, 189, 332, 414.

Sunday the 4th October from 12 noon to 1.30pm –  
Discover some of the hidden history of Church Street and Maida Vale
Local walk led by City of Westminster guide Richard Fentiman.  
Meet outside 60 Penfold Street NW8 8PJ. Contact us to book  
a place as spaces are limited. Telephone 0208 762 3082 or  
email penfoldhub@nhhg.org.uk

October 30th – Royal Academy of Arts workshop held at the Royal 
Academy: an afternoon for families to engage in arts and crafts activities. 
(9.30am-3pm) (Free for residents, booking required)

October 31st – Royal Academy of Arts workshop held at Greenside  
(10 – 2pm, free for residents, booking required for the workshop) followed  
by Halloween Party at Greenside (2.30 – 4.30pm, pre-booking required, 
small fee applies)

 November 28th – TARA Christmas Pantomime show for kids at Greenside 
(booking required)

 December 5th – Christmas Party at Greenside Community Centre, 
24 Lilestone Street NW8 8SR, for Lisson Green residents only / TARA 
Pantomime (pre-booking required)

For more information and to book a space please contact 0207 245 2861, 
email spacesforhire@vitalregen.org or drop in at the Greenside Community 
Centre, 24 Lilestone Street, NW8 8SR.

Vital Regeneration’s Homelessness 
Employment and Learning Project 
(HELP) is running HELP Café 
sessions for people who are 
living in Westminster’s temporary 
accommodation, where advisers 
will provide specialist advice on 
employability and housing issues. 

The upcoming dates are: Thursdays 
24th September, 8th October, 
22nd October, 5th November, 19th 
November 10am-12pm, at the Nosh 
Café, 39 Lisson Grove, NW1 6UB 
(Opposite Marylebone Job Centre).
Contact helpproject@vitalregen.org 
or phone 07852964162 for more 
information.

E-bulletin sign up


