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Turning my hobby into a business  
 

Mohammed Khalife had spent five years looking for a job, 
which was additionally challenging as he is registered 
blind, before deciding to turn his creativity and skills into 
a business of his own.  
 
“I’m happy to consider myself a successful businessman. Whilst 
it is still early on in the businesses development I can see how 
far I have come in the last year. This has been without any 
money, and I feel very proud of what I’ve achieved so far.  
 
I had been looking for a job for five years.  I am registered blind 
so I was finding work was very difficult. The process was long 
and frustrating. I have a good skill set but wasn’t getting 
anywhere. 
 
“I discovered HELP Enterprise and after a couple of meetings 
with them I was persuaded to start my own business. I sell and 
fix consumer electronics from computers to smartphones. 
 

“By nature I am not one to ask for help as I like to be independent but Westminster City Council have 
been incredibly patient and helpful in encouraging me to set up my own business. I had also been 
struggling for a while to find a place to run the business from when they recommended 
#Venture382, it’s a pop-up space for people starting their own business. It’s like one family there, we 
help each other and I’m often advising them. Some of them have even become my customers.  
 
“I work at #Venture382 for five-six hours a day, however my day doesn’t finish there. I keep working 
from home as I have so much learning and market research to do. I’m happy to do it though because 
I know I have to fight to get my business off the ground.  
 
“My dream is to create accessible gadgets for those who struggle to read smartphones. Ultimately I 
would like to design a smartphone that can be used by those with impaired vision.  
 
“Having my own business means I can learn and be creative every day. It fits my knowledge and skill 
set whilst providing me with a clear future, whilst my eyesight continues to worsen.” 
 

------------------------------------ 
For more information about HELP Enterprise visit westminster.gov.uk/civic-enterprise-fund 
 
Westminster City Council and its partners aim to help 100 people from Westminster, 
currently living in temporary accommodation to start their own business through the HELP 
Enterprise programme. 
 
Over the last five years Westminster City Council has invested approx. £5 million in 
enterprise programmes and now helps around 1,270 people a year to start their own 
business. 
 


