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1.Introductions 

1.1 Leon Williams opened the meeting and thanked everyone for 

attending.   

Action Points 

 

2. Ebury Bridge UTC (University Technical College) information 

2.1 Matthew Neylan introduced the developers of the Ebury Bridge 

UTC who gave a presentation about the project on the site of the 

former Ebury Bridge Adult Education site. 

2.2 The site will hold a new school and residential units.  The school 

will offer a traditional education along with specialist technical, 

engineering courses. 

2.3 Sponsors of the project include WCC, Network Rail, the Sir Simon 

Milton Foundation, HS2, TFL and Land Securities.  They, along with 

the University of Westminster will shape the curriculum. 

2.4 Developers for the site have just been appointed and a planning 

application will be submitted early in 2015 after consultation. 

2.5 There will be a public consultation event at the end of November. 

 



2.6 The development will take place in 2 phases with the school 

completed in time to open in 2016.  The 100 residential units will be 

completed later. 

2.7 All the units will be private, with the school providing section 106 

input to the site. So far, the viability tests indicate that private housing 

will make the scheme work. 

2.8 The development will have 13 storeys in phase 1.  The school will 

take up the lower floors and there will be residential units above.  

Phase 2 will be completed after Network Rail’s signalling equipment is 

moved. 

2.9 The school and residential entrances will be on Ebury Bridge. 

2.10 The school’s external space will consist of a roof terrace.  There 

will also be a community hall were sports and events will be held. 

2.11 Councillor Gassanly said that the ward councillors are involved in 

the ongoing discussions with the developers. 

3.Regeneration project and rehousing update 

3.1 Barbara Wright gave a short update of the project’s current 

situation, the main points being that 

-the plans to be included in the mini tender package are being 

finalised including work on the specification for the retained blocks. 

-WCC will write to Soho Housing Association and their tenants to 

inform them of the work underway. 

-rights of light surveys will be carried out to see if the new buildings will 

affect the retained blocks. 

-a CPO will be sought as a back up plan to the discussions being held 

with stakeholders. 

-IDN would be served on Soho tenants as part of the CPO process 

-an expression of interest will hopefully be sent to the developer 

framework panel before Christmas. 

-a range of surveys were carried out on ‘typical’ flat types in the 

retained blocks. The developer will carry out more and more detailed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



surveys in the blocks.  Survey information will be placed on the 

council’s website 

-HTA can bring copies of the surveys to a meeting for residents of 

retained blocks. 

-a report to cabinet asking for a CPO will be written before Christmas 

with a view to getting a CPO in summer 2015.  The CPO will not be 

held up by Soho, it will include the retained blocks as the residents 

therein may have rights over the rest of the estate, one CPO will be 

served on the whole estate. 

Tenant rehousing update 

3.2 Katherine Yentumi gave an update on the rehousing of tenants in 

demolition blocks. 

-there are 7 tenants still living in Edgson House.  The other tenants 

have moved within Westminster 

-there are no properties available to WCC out of the borough.  Other 

boroughs need their stock for their own tenants and residents. 

-moves will be carried out by phase i.e. phase 1 Edgson, Wellesley 

and Wainwright, phase 2 Hillersdon, phase 3 Bridge, Mercer, Pimlico 

and Dalton. Each housing assessment will be reviewed nearer to each 

phases’ decanting date. 

-tenants in later phases are urged to be patient.  If they have any 

questions they should contact KY or Louis Blair (for impartial advice). 

3.3 Cllr Gassanly expressed concerns about the difference in lettable 

standards between WCC and housing association stock following a 

complaint that he had received. 

3.4 KY explained that the differences between WCC and housing 

association requirements are explained to tenants and said that no 

one is obliged to move to a housing association property. 

3.5 KY explained that homeloss, disturbance and some discretionary 

payments are made to tenants when they move and that it is not 

possible to give ‘extra’ payments to tenants who choose to move to 

housing association properties. 

3.6 Cllr Gassanly asked where the problem lies with Soho and was 
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told that the sale price to WCC is the problem. 

3.7 Michele Lawrence said that the new residents’ pack would be 

delivered to all homes on the estate on Tuesday 11th November.  It 

would summarise the information discussed at meetings over the last 

few months. 

3.8 ML asked if everyone had received an email from her (group 

email) and was told that many residents had not.  This follows a 

resident saying that she had not received an email informing her of the 

residents’ meeting in September. 

Leaseholder update 

3.9 Jonathan Joseph said that the leaseholder pack would follow the 

residents’ pack by a few weeks. It would include layouts of the units 

that leaseholders could bid for, FAQ about the Equity Loan product for 

resident leaseholders and lenders, the local lettings plan, a form to for 

leaseholders to indicate flat preference, the current values of the new 

flats, a timeline for the project. 

3.10 JJ said that when the developer was in place the prices of 

existing Ebury flats and the new flats would be calculated so that 

residents could be sure as to how much equity their existing capital 

will buy in a new flat. 

3.11 Louis Blair asked that the issue of stamp duty be clarified.  JJ 

said that WCC will pay the same stamp duty band as the existing 

property if a resident leaseholder were to buy offsite.  No stamp duty is 

payable on an Equity Loan property.  With regard to interest rates on 

escrow accounts, interest will be paid annually at the rate of interest 

on approved investments received by the City Council which is 

currently 0.597%.  Interest  will be paid net of basic rate tax which 

currently is 20%. 

3.12 JJ reiterated that resident leaseholders could opt into buying an 

Equity Loan property then change their minds right up to completion 

but could not opt out now and then ask to opt in later. 

3.13 Cllr Gassanly asked if the sports pitch would be available for use 

while work is carried out and was told yes, subject to health and safety 

as perceived by the developer. 



4.AOB 

4.1 ML said that from December all residents’ meetings will be held on 

Wednesday evenings rather than Monday. 

 

5. Date of Next Meeting 

 6.30-7.30pm, Wednesday 10th December 2014, youth club Edgson 
House 

 

 


