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Many of you took the opportunity to see the latest 
proposals for Ebury Bridge at the exhibition last 
month. On show were the designs that have been 
developed in more detail since the vote in May 
through close working with residents. 

Cllr Robert Rigby, former deputy cabinet member 
for housing, thanked residents for their involvement in 
developing the plan for the estate. 

“We remain committed to working closely with 
residents in developing the details of the plan. It’s an 

exciting opportunity to improve the estate with more 
and better homes, new community facilities and green 
spaces, plus support for training and new jobs. 

“Please continue to engage in the process. We still 
want to hear what you think about the plans and to 
listen to your issues and concerns.

“There’ll be some final work on developing the 
designs with your continued involvement before we 
submit the planning application later this year.” 

MAkIng pRogRess 
on DesIgn DeTAIL 
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Following the positive vote in 
May, we have been working 
closely with residents through 
regular presentations and 
workshops to develop the 
master plan proposals in more 
detail. 

Our aim is to submit a detailed 
planning application towards the 
end of 2013. 

The master plan proposals 
identify eight blocks for 
redevelopment to create 
approximately 90-100 additional 
homes across the estate. 

In addition, five of the existing 
blocks that contribute most to the 
character of the area will undergo 
improvement works both internally 
and externally. The proposals 

include new links to the 
surrounding areas, with a wider 
landscape space running  
north-south through the centre  
of the estate. 

The exhibition presented 
progress on the design 
developments, and the highlights 
are shown over the next few pages.

Design developments 

new homes: proposed features

The eight blocks identified for 
redevelopment are Edgson, 
Hillersdon, Wellesley and 
Wainwright Houses, Bridge, 
Pimlico, Mercer and  
Dalton Houses. 

In the master plan proposals 
the new development features: 
•	 New	street	frontage	onto	Ebury	

Bridge Road
•	 New	community	hall	with	

access from two sides at  
street level

•	 All	development	would	be	
tested to ensure all flats receive 
good levels of daylight 

•	 New	larger	modern	homes	for	
all existing residents whose 
homes are to be rebuilt

•	 New	pedestrian	friendly	green	
street with new tree planting 
and surfaces

•	 Private	gardens	to	ground	floor	
properties 

•	 New	flats	to	be	designed	to	
reduce noise from the railway 

•	 A	high	proportion	of	flats	with	
dual aspect light.

The homes will be energy 
efficient and have plenty  
of daylight. 

The specification includes: 
•			Modern	kitchens	with	new	

fridge freezer, hob and oven 
•	 Separate	kitchen	and	living	

rooms where possible 
•	 Walls	with	high	levels	of	

insulation to reduce energy 
usage and costs 

•	 Large	windows	
•	 Good	sound	proofing	
•	 Well	proportioned	bedroom,	

minimum 12 sqm 
•	 Built-in	wardrobes	
•	 Dedicated	storage	space	
•	 Large,	modern	bathroom

Image showing the new development (left)
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Architecture and design  

The proposed development has 
been designed to relate to the 
scale of the existing buildings  
and streets. 

In developing the architecture, 
the master planners have looked 
at successful building types of the 
past and in particular the city 
mansion blocks that are common 
to Westminster. 

On Ebury Bridge Road the  
10 storey Edgson House is to be 

replaced with a new eight storey 
block with a two storey set back  
at roof level. 

The five storey blocks which run 
along the railway side of the 
estate are to be replaced with a 
series of blocks which step in 
height from four to 12 storeys to 
allow light into the development at 
key points. These blocks are taller 
than the existing buildings but 
they are set back from the 

retained 1930s blocks to create  
a sense of space. 

The tall block on Ebury Bridge 
has 18 storeys where it is 
appropriate for a higher building. 
The designs will be tested to 
ensure that there is no significant 
loss of light to the surrounding 
buildings as part of the 
planning process.

Landscape and open space

The proposals show a new park 
with open lawn areas and play area 
adjacent to a street with paving 
patterns emphasising pedestrian 
priority.

Key features 
•	Generous	steps	providing	new	

access route from Ebury Bridge 
•	Pedestrian	connection	to	

Grosvenor	Waterside	and	 
the Thames 

•	Access	routes	emphasising	
pedestrian priority 

•	Minimal	street	parking	provision	
•	Central	linear	green	area	
•	Street	and	park	trees	with	key	

existing trees incorporated  
into design 

•	Planted	communal	roof	 
terraces and green front  
garden boundaries 

•	Vertical	greening	to	sport	court	
•	Water	sensitive	design	features	

incorporated in landscape to 
manage runoff from hard 
surfaces 

•	Larger	equipped	playground	 
for children aged 0-12 

•	Sports	court	retained	and	
opened up for wider  
community use 

•	Amenity	provision	with	casual	
play opportunities on communal 
roof terraces.
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Retained blocks: improvements planned

Bucknill House, Victoria House, 
Rye House and Westbourne House 
are to be retained and improved as 
they have good street frontages, 
successful retail at ground level 
and are arranged around attractive 
courtyard spaces. 

Doneraile House is to be 
retained and upgraded to improve 
all flats. This will include 
improvements to the ground floor 
entrance and to the appearance, 
usability and security of the 
communal shared space.

These blocks have the potential 
for significantly improved security 
and better use of the communal 
areas with a new landscape 
design. Residents will be fully 

involved in planning all 
refurbishment works to the existing 
blocks at Ebury Bridge.

energy efficiency

We will be looking at alternative 
ways to meet planning 
requirements for energy efficient 
and sustainable buildings including 
the following issues:
•	 Linking	the	new	buildings	to	a	

combined heat and power 
system if it proves viable

•	 Demonstrating	that	we	are	
upgrading the existing buildings 
as well as designing new 
efficient buildings

•	 Improving	the	building	fabric	with	
high performance insulation

•	 Using	mechanical	ventilation	
with heat recovery to reduce 
noise transmission from railway

•	 Upgrading	the	existing	windows	
in the refurbished blocks

•	 Installing	renewable	energy	
systems on both the new and 
the retained buildings

•	 Designing	in	space	for	recycling
•	 Designing	in	space	for	 

cycle stores
•	 Designing	in	electric	car	

charging points
•	 Reusing	the	bricks	from	the	

demolished buildings. 
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The community centre

The new community centre will 
be at street level with much better 
light than the existing facility. We 
are working with the Ebury Bridge 
Estate residents’ steering group 
and other stakeholders to  
develop the brief for the design  
of the community centre. The 
diagram opposite shows the  
suggested layout.

non-housing use: potential options

The redevelopment of Edgson 
House, Wellesley House and 
Wainwright House as a single 
block closer to the road provides 
the opportunity for two storeys of 
non-residential use at street level. 

Following discussions with the 
Ebury Bridge steering group, the 
Council has two preferred 
options:
1. Retail units to continue the 

existing line of shops on Ebury 
Bridge Road.

2.	A	new	private	school	with	a	
small play ground at the rear.
The information gathered from 

the Ebury Bridge residents’ 

steering group will be presented 
to the Council’s planners as part 
of the planning pre-application 
process. The results will then be 
brought back to residents before 
being submitted as part of the 
formal planning application.

The community facility will be 
able to function independently of 
the chosen non-housing option 
with residents involved in  
the management of the  
community space. 

Discussions on the use of the 
non-housing space will continue. 

ebury Bridge Youth Club

Did you know that the Ebury 
Bridge Youth Club is open three 
evenings a week with a wide range 
of activities available for  
young people?

The club, for 11-18 year olds, 
runs from 6.30pm to 9pm on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 
under Edgson House. It costs 20p 
a session with no membership fee, 
and is open to all, not just Ebury 
Bridge residents. 

Activities	on	offer	include	a	

music room, table tennis, pool, 
computers, cooking, sports and 
some off site activities. The club 
can also help with access to 
support services for young people 
including the careers service and 
can provide opportunities to take 
part in other schemes such as the 
Duke	of	Edinburgh	Awards.	

The club runs programmes 
during school holidays. Check at 
the club for details. 

Run by the council, the club 

provides a safe and secure 
environment for young people. 

There are also opportunities for 
anyone interested in volunteering. 
The club particularly needs people 
with skills in music production, but 
all volunteers are welcome. 

If you have any questions about 
how the club is run or the activities 
on offer, contact Paul Davies, 
Senior Youth Worker,  
on 020 7641 6124.

Location of the community  
space shown in red



Rehousing process for residents 

Our aim is to minimise disruption 
to people living on the estate and to 
make the process of change as 
smooth as possible. 

Once the estate has been given 
rehousing priority and a plan is 
agreed, Council officers will be able 
to start the rehousing process and 
the buy out process with all of the 
benefits that come with that priority. 

All	residents	who	are	to	be	
rehoused can invite a family 
member or support worker to assist 
them in interviews or meetings. First 
Call Housing (Independent Tenant 
and	Leaseholder	Advisor)	will	also	
be on site to give independent 
support and advice to all residents 
on a one to one basis throughout 
the rehousing process.

The Council is committed to 
supporting all residents through this 
period of change and will continue 
to update residents of its proposals 
and timescales for the Ebury Bridge 
Estate. If you wish to discuss any 
issues arising from this article, 
please contact Michele Lawrence, 
Community Engagement Officer,  
on 020 7641 4537 or email 
mlawrence1@westminster. 
gov.uk. 
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signing up for the residents’ association 

Over 30 residents have signed 
up to join the newly forming Ebury 
Bridge residents’ association.  

The value of forming a residents’ 
association is that everyone can 
share their views on local issues 
with neighbours on the estate. It 
provides residents with a way to 
make their views known to 
CityWest Homes and other 
organisations and gives them a 

say in how their estate or block is 
managed. 

A	meeting	will	take	place	on	the	
11th	November	to	plan	the	setting	
up of the association (see back 
page	for	details).

To find out more about the Ebury 
Bridge residents’ association 
please contact the estate office at 
pimlicoeo@cwh.org.uk or 
telephone 020 7245 2800.

Leaseholders 

Resident leaseholders in blocks 
to be demolished will be 
contacted by Westminster 
Community Homes (WCH),  
in the first instance, acting as 
the Council’s agent and who are 
assisting with the delivery of the 
Council’s regeneration 
proposals. WCH is a registered 
provider of affordable housing, 
working closely with the Council 
on a number of housing  
renewal projects. 

Resident leaseholders will be 
interviewed to provide WCH with 
the opportunity to work closely with 
each family according to their 
specific needs. They will also take 
account of whether resident 
leaseholders want to move 
permanently from the estate or 
whether the preference is for a 
temporary move from the estate 
until a new home is available to buy 
on	the	estate.	Non	resident	
leaseholders in blocks to be 
demolished will be bought out of 
their properties by the Council as 
far as possible, subject to terms 
being agreed and in accordance 
with current policy. 

If you are a leaseholder in any of 
the blocks on the Ebury Bridge 
estate and are considering selling 
your property please contact WCH 
who are actively purchasing 
properties at market price on the 
estate. WCH is a cash buyer and by 
selling directly to them leaseholders 
do not need to pay estate agency 
fees. Please contact Faith Rose, 
Operations Manager, on 0207 641 
1030 should you wish to discuss 
this option further including 
obtaining an independent valuation 
for your property. 

Tenants 

Secure council tenants in blocks  
to be demolished will be given 
rehousing priority over every other 
group apart from Cash Incentive 
movers, who are freeing up much 
needed larger family homes.

All	secure	council	tenants	whose	
homes are being rebuilt will be 
interviewed by a rehousing officer, 
who will take note of any special 
circumstances and needs that will 
affect the tenant’s rehousing options 
including medical conditions and 
whether the tenant wants a 
permanent or temporary move from 
the estate. 

From here tenants will be able to 
bid for suitable housing on the choice 
based lettings scheme for a set 
period of time as notified to tenants. 
The estate office and rehousing 
officer will also be on hand to provide 
support to affected residents 
throughout	the	process.	Additional	
support can be arranged for any 
tenants who do not have access to  
a computer or for those who are 
unfamiliar with the bidding process. 

As the Ebury Bridge regeneration project moves towards the submission of a planning application  
at the end of this year, we need to start considering how rehousing moves will be carried out for 
tenants and leaseholders on the estate in line with the Council’s rehousing policy.
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In each edition of ebury Bridge news we will 
invite a resident to write about their experience of 
their local neighbourhood. 

Charlotte Pragnell has lived on the 
estate for 13 years. She tells us 
what she likes about living on the 
estate and her involvement in the 
regeneration plans. 

It’s great to live in central London, 
and yet to live in a quiet neighbourhood 
with a community spirit. The best 
feature of the estate is that at its heart it 
has a little park and a playground 
where local children can safely play 
– this gives the estate a family friendly 
atmosphere, and I’m very pleased that 
the master planners for the 
regeneration project are proposing to 
keep this feature. 

I think the work that Mike and the 
Kids	Gardening	Club	have	done	in	
creating a lovely garden at the back of 
Hillersdon is fantastic, and I hope that a 
suitable, secure area will be found on 
the regenerated estate for a new  
kids’ garden. 

I’ve attended quite a few of the 
regeneration project meetings, and I’m 
pleased that some of the points and 
suggestions we residents have made 
have been adopted into the plans, and 
I hope that there will continue to be 
meetings with the master planners at 
which residents can give feedback.

I’m in a block that will be 
demolished, and only once I know 
exactly what my new property will look 
like, and that all the finance for it has 
been arranged, will I be able to make a 
judgement on whether what I will have 
is better than what I already have. 

But I think it’s important to engage 
positively with the change process, to 
try and influence for the better the 
future shape of the estate. 

If you would like to share 
your story like Charlotte has, 
please get in touch by calling  
020 7641 4537.

ebury
My

Bridge

each issue, a resident is invited to ask Cabinet Member for  
Housing, Councillor Astaire, a burning question about the housing 
regeneration plans in their area. This month an ebury Bridge  
resident (who has asked to remain anonymous) asks: 

What are the plans for the 
community space on the estate 
and how can I become 
involved in the management  
of the new space?

During the consultation for the 
Ebury Bridge proposals, residents 
said they wanted an improved 
community facility with better 
access. The existing community 
space is not fully used as it is 
inaccessible to many people. 

The latest designs for the estate 
include a community facility on the 
ground floor of the new ‘Edgson’ 

building where a range of services 
and clubs could be run for residents.

It will need to be managed by the 
local community to ensure that it 
provides maximum benefit for as 
many people as possible. We are 
keen to hear your ideas on what the 
space could be used for and would 
also urge you to get involved in 
running the new facility. 

If you are interested, please 
contact Michele Lawrence, 
Community Engagement Officer, at 
mlawrence1@westminster.gov.uk 
or 020 7641 4537.

If you have a question, 
please get in touch by 
emailing eburybridge@
westminster.gov.uk or 
calling 020 7641 4537.
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Get local offers and  
discounts with your 
Westminster City Save card 

Register now

westminster.gov.uk/citysave
60% off swimming at council  
leisure centres 

20% off entry to the Design Museum

Free cycling training

35% off Westminster Walking Tours

Free admission to Westminster Abbey 

20% off Debenhams flowers

Free computer training at 
Westminster libraries

Offers and discounts for Westminster residentsUpcoming events and meetings:

Drop in sessions, every other 
Monday	–	from	11th	November,	
5.30pm to 6.30pm at the Youth 
Club, Edgson House. With Michele 
Lawrence, Community Engagement 
Officer, WCC, and Rachel Hardman, 
Consultation	Coordinator,	HTA	
(master	planners).

Monday 11th November  
6.30-7.30pm 
Residents’ association meeting.
7.30-8.30pm
Resident meeting with updates on 
the regeneration project.  
Venue: Youth Club

What’s on

Be part of Ebury Bridge News
We welcome articles, letters, information about upcoming 
events and offer free advertising for local businesses in  
the community.  
 If you would like to feature in a Myebury article and tell us 
about your experience of living in the neighbourhood please 
get in touch and we can help.  
 If you would like to submit anything for the next edition of 
ebury Bridge news please email eburybridge@westminster.
gov.uk, call 020 7641 4537 or visit westminster.gov.uk/
eburybridgerenewal for more details. 
 We are on Facebook. Visit facebook.com/
eburybridgerenewal and click like for updates. 

next steps
We will continue to provide 

opportunities for you to have your 
say over the next few weeks 
before we submit the planning 
application at the end of this year, 
including: 
•	 Drop-in	sessions	at	the	Youth	

Club every other Monday 
•	 Further	resident	meeting	with	

feedback from the exhibition  
on	11th	November	

•	 A	public	consultation	event	
including the local community 
in the surrounding area  
- date to be confirmed

•	 Planning	application	
submission before the end  
of December

•	 Planning	decision	by	May 2014
The display boards from the 

exhibition can also be viewed at 
www.eburybridge.co.uk 

The indicative timeline following 
the planning application 
submission is: 
May 2014 - Planning  
application decision
Sept 2014 - Developer chosen
Spring 2014 - Spring 2015  
Rehousing of resident 
leaseholders and tenants 
Spring 2015 - Work starts on site 
– Phase 1

However, please remember that 
in any large regeneration or 
building project like this, there are 

always unexpected events or 
situations that can affect when 
things need to happen. 

We will keep you informed of 
any changes to the timetable and 
how this might affect your move. 
We estimate that construction 
works will begin in 2015, but this 
depends on how quickly all the 
affected residents can be moved 
into temporary homes.

If you have any questions or 
would like more information 
please contact Michele Lawrence, 
Community Engagement Officer, 
at mlawrence1@westminster.
gov.uk or call 020 7641 4537.


