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Ebury Bridge Steering group 
 
 
Dear Ebury Bridge Steering group member   
     
Re: Non-housing space options meeting  
  
Please accept my apologies for the delay in writing to you following the meeting held 
on Tuesday 27th August 2013 attended by yourselves, HTA, First Call and WCC. 
 
The results of the sounding taken at the meeting gave us good information about the 
key issues (advantages and constraints) that concern residents about the options 
presented.  The information will be presented to the masterplanners for them to take 
into consideration when finalising the design of the site. 
 
-7/9 residents were in favour of the retail and community centre options that 
consisted of 5 units plus the community centre but only 3/9 were in favour of the 
option for 2 larger offices plus the community centre. 
 
There were concerns voiced about shop units being left empty and servicing of the 
shops from the street or from the back of the retail units. 
 
-7/9 residents were in favour of the residential and community centre option as 
they felt that more homes would be of benefit to Ebury Bridge and WCC tenants in 
general.    
 
A concern voiced was that those ground floor homes would face directly onto the 
street. 
 
-3/9 residents were in favour of the relocation of the sports hall option which 
would incorporate the community facility 
 
The general feeling was that the enclosed sports pitch would need to be managed 
and charges would be made for its use.  Residents/children would not be able to 
have a spontaneous game and might be priced out of using the facility.  The 
incorporation of the community centre would cause it to lose its ‘independence as the 
space would be a part of the sports pitch.  The underground/basement location would 
limit the numbers who would want to use it, much like the current youth club. 
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-0/9 residents were in favour of the school/community hall option. 8 were 
against it and the 9th did not register a view. 
 
The main concerns were the loss to the Ebury community of the free use of the 
community space as it was felt that the school would want to use it throughout the 
school day thus limiting its availability to Ebury residents. 
 
Dropping off and picking up was another substantial concern as Ebury Bridge Road 
is narrow and there will be no designated parking available to the school. 
 
The idea of a kindergarten for local children was well received but any school that 
would be used solely by people from outside the immediate area was rejected. 
 
A resident asked for more information on the options. 
 
WCC 
 
At present WCC’s preferred option is the school + community centre option as this 
appears to meet the viability needs of the project.  
 
The council wants to continue the active road front that the current shops create and 
so would not be in favour of residential units facing the road.  Also, the retail offering 
would need to maintain the ‘local high street’ feel rather than becoming a destination 
high street with larger/chain retailers.  Smaller retail units would be in keeping with 
this.   
 
All of the information gathered from the steering group will be presented to WCC’s 
planning committee and further work will be carried out to find the best result for the 
estate and residents.     
 
An important point for residents is that the community facility will be able to function 
independently of partners/neighbours in the Edgson non housing space with the 
community retaining influence of the management and offerings in the hall.     
 
The discussion about the use of non housing space in the regeneration will continue 
with the steering group’s contribution being presented to the wider Ebury Bridge 
group at the meeting on Monday 23rd September. 
 
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me on 020 7641 
1153. 
  
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Barbara Wright 
Senior Project Manager 
 
 


