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The Westminster Reporter is produced as 
part of Westminster City Council’s 
customer service programme.

Cabinet Member responsible for The 
Reporter: Councillor Robert Davis, Deputy 
Leader of the Council and Cabinet Member 
for the Built Environment.

The Westminster Reporter is delivered to 
homes and businesses throughout Westminster.

If you encounter delivery problems,  
please call the communications team  
on 020 7641 8088.

Also available from libraries and  
leisure centres.

For general enquiries, call the council 
switchboard on 020 7641 6000.

To discuss editorial matters, please contact:

The Editor, The Westminster Reporter,  
18th Floor, Westminster City Hall,  
64 Victoria Street, London, SW1E 6QP. 

Telephone: 020 7641 5713 
Fax: 020 7641 2958 
Email: reporter@westminster.gov.uk 
Minicom: 020 7641 2948

Advertising: please contact:

Mohsin Lahkim on 020 7641 6088,  
or mlahkim@westminster.gov.uk

Reference copies of The Westminster 
Reporter are available in large print and 
audiotape format. To have a free copy  
sent to your home call 020 7641 5713.

Published by Westminster City Council, 
Westminster City Hall, 64 Victoria Street, 
London, SW1E 6QP.

Printed by Service Point UK Ltd, 161-165 
Farringdon Road, London, EC1R 3AL.

Printed on FSC® certified material.

Please recycle The Westminster Reporter. 

For more information on recycling call the 
Environmental Action Line on 020 7641 2000.
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Carnaby Party for 50th anniversary - see page 29
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Cycle Westminster’s roads 
traffic free
Join thousands of cyclists, as they take 
over the capital’s streets this summer 
for Prudential RideLondon.

On Saturday 1st August, 
take in some of the most 
famous landmarks in the 
capital whilst enjoying 
the freedom of traffic free 
roads, and also watch the 
professionals race in the 
RideLondon Grand Prix 
in St. James’s Park. On 
Sunday 2nd August join 
amateur cyclists on a 100-
mile route on closed roads 
through the capital and 
out into Surrey, ending on 

The Mall, and watch 150 
of the world’s top cyclists 
go head-to-head in an 
extended version of the 
route. To find out more 
and how to register for 
the events visit prudential 
ridelondon.co.uk  
For more information on 
all cycling activities and 
dates of events visit 
westminster.gov.uk/
cycling

Get set for 
sports centre
Moberly Sports Centre 
is being redeveloped 
to provide state-of-the-
art sporting facilities 
including a 25-metre 
swimming pool and an 
eight-court sports hall. 
Work is due to begin this 
summer and is expected 
to take two years during 
which time the centre 
will be closed. You can 
use nearby Jubilee 
Sports Centre during 
the redevelopment. Visit 
westminster.gov.uk/
activequeenspark

Pubs and 
planning
Keep up to date on alerts 
for license and planning 
applications in the areas 
or streets that you are 
interested in or live 
in. Have your say on 
applications that impact you 
by visiting westminster.
gov.uk/licensing. There 
is also information on 
busking, noise problems 
and even what you need 
to perform hypnotism.

Prescription drugs and driving
If you drive and take prescription drugs, a 
new law could affect you. The law is designed 
for dealing with drivers under the influence 
of illegal drugs, but also includes some 
prescription drugs. If you take your medication 
correctly you shouldn’t exceed the new limit. 
If you are unsure about driving and would 
like to find out more, talk to your doctor or 
pharmacist. westminster.gov.uk/new-
laws-prescription-drugs-and-driving

Reporting fly-tipping
You can report dumped rubbish online including the vehicle registration 
number of the person committing the offence if you see it. There is 
no need to dump rubbish, just leave it out for your usual waste or 
recycling collection, use freecycle or book a bulky waste collection 
for large items. Household hazardous waste can be disposed of free 
of charge. Visit westminster.gov.uk/residential-bulky-waste

Recognising outstanding service
Three former city councillors have been awarded one of the highest 
titles as Honorary Aldermen for their outstanding service and 
dedication to the City. Alan Bradley, Michael Brahams and  
Cyril Nemeth MBE have 
a combined total of over 
80 years’ service to 
the council as well 
as all serving as 
Lord Mayor. 
See our website 
westminster.
gov.uk/news for 
more details.

Pride London is coming
The annual Pride Parade is returning to the streets of Westminster 
on Saturday 27th June. Thousands of people are expected to take part 
in the event, which runs from Baker Street to Whitehall via Oxford 
Street, Piccadilly Circus and Trafalgar Square. In order to minimise 
the disruption caused by road closures, Soho residents will be able to 
park elsewhere for the entire weekend. Alternative parking spaces will 
be available to resident permit holders from 6.30pm on Friday 26th 
June 2015 to 8.30am on Monday 29th June 2015. More information on 
parking zones is available here: westminster.gov.uk/parking-zones N
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Cllr Philippa Roe,  
Leader of Westminster City Council

A new three year vision,  
we want a City for All. 

With the civic year having 
recently begun, the City Council 

has launched its new three-year 
programme, City for All – a roadmap 
for working with residents and 
businesses across Westminster to create 
a city of unrivalled choice, aspiration 
and heritage, where connections 
among residents, businesses and 
visitors are strengthened as everyone 
plays their part in, and benefits 
from, Westminster’s success.

This vision spans the breadth of our 
activity – from Children’s Services 
to Transport; from Public Health to 
Economic Development. We want to 
build on what you, our residents, have 
told us, after the council achieved 
its highest ever satisfaction rating 
this year - a remarkable 87%.

At the heart of everything we do 
is our unswerving commitment to 
upholding the values and priorities 
that you hold most dear – clean 
streets, high-quality services, help 
for those who need it most, making 
it easy for people to do business with 
us and creating opportunities for all.

And nowhere is this commitment 
more clearly shown than in our record 
on low council tax – our continued 
commitment to help residents make 
their money go further. I am delighted 
that this year will see an eighth 
consecutive freeze in council tax.

More details about the City for 
All programme, can be found at 
westminster.gov.uk/city-all

I would encourage you all to take 
a look and let us know your thoughts 
on how you can play your part.

LEADER’S 
COLUMN

Switch to save
Save around £200 with the Government’s new 
energy comparison website which makes it easier 
to switch suppliers. Although the summer has 
now arrived, we are still providing information 
on insulation and windows and doors, for those of 
you who want to plan ahead for the winter months 
westminster.gov.uk/energy-switch-scheme

54 News in brief

Family cycle: Ride London 2015
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Open Garden 
Squares weekend

When: 13th and 14th June

Discover London’s secret gardens, 
when more than 200 private 
gardens open their gates to the 
public. Guided walking and cycle 
tours also available.

Venue: Across Westminster  
and London

Cost: £10 in advance,  
£12 on the day

  opensquares.org

BP Big screens

When: 10th June, 7.30pm and 
3rd July, 7pm

Experience live opera and ballet 
beamed directly from the Royal 
Opera House to big screens 
specially set up in Trafalgar Square.

Venue: Trafalgar Square

Cost: Free

  roh.org.uk/about/ 
bp-big-screens

Trooping of the Colour

When: 13th June, from 10am

Dating back to the 17th Century, 
watch this impressive display of 
over 1,400 officers, 200 horses 
and over 400 musicians mark the 
official birthday of the Queen.

Venue: Horse Guards Parade

Cost: Free

  army.mod.uk/events

The Royal Academy’s 
Summer Exhibition

When: 8th June- 16th August

The world’s largest open 
submission contemporary art 
show with over 10,000 entries.

Venue: Burlington House,  
Piccadilly, W1J 0BD

Cost: From £12, under 16s go free

  royalacademy.org.uk/
exhibition/summer-
exhibition-2015

West End Live

When: 20th and 21st June

A weekend packed with top  
West End theatre performed in 
Trafalgar Square

See page 26 for more 
information.

Kids Week free theatre

When: 1st-31st August 

Under 16s can go free to top 
London theatre to any participating 
show, with a full paying adult. 
Tickets go on sale 16th June.

Venue: Participating London theatre

Cost: Under 16s go free with a full 
paying adult

  kidsweek.co.uk

Thames Festival

When: Throughout September

A month-long celebration of 
London’s river featuring arts, music 
and community festivals.

Venue: Venues along the  
River Thames

Cost: Most events are free but some 
have a cost. Check online for details

  totallythames.org

No Strings Badminton

When: Every Monday, 7-9pm

Get active and involved in this 
low-cost way to enjoy badminton, 
socialise and make new friends for 
people of all abilities.

Venue: Little Venice Sports Centre, 
10 Crompton Street, W2 1ND

Cost: £4.15

  nostringsbadminton.co.uk

Apply for a free Westminster City Save card and you could save on hundreds of 
exclusive local offers and discounts.

Sign up for your free card at westminster.gov.uk/citysave where you can also sign up to our 
enewsletter to keep up-to-date with the latest offers, and like us on Facebook at ‘Value for Money 
Friday’ for new offers throughout the week.

Discounted tickets
to Regent’s Park 
Open Air Theatre

Book best available seats 
for only £25 for a run 
of summer shows. 

Venue: Inner Circle, 
Regent’s Park, NW1 4NU

25% off pizza at Earlham 
Street Clubhouse

Get 25% off sourdough 
pizzas and 10% off all 
drinks at this vintage style 
diner in Covent Garden.

Venue: Earlham Street 
Clubhouse, 35 Earlham 
Street, WC2H 9LD

90% off membership 
to Monkey Music

Pre-school dance and 
music classes using 
percussion, puppets, 
dance and movement for 
your little ‘monkeys’.

Venue: The Holy Apostles 
Church, 47 Cumberland 
Street, SW1V 4LY

50% off tapas

Save 50% off authentic 
Spanish food and 
stay for free flamenco 
and live music.

Venue: Salvador & 
Amanda, 8 Great Newport 
Street, WC2H 7JA

Free e-magazines 

Read full copies of your 
favourite magazines on 
your smartphone, tablet or 
computer for free. Choose 
from over 30 titles including 
BBC Good Food, The 
Economist and Glamour.

westminster.gov.
uk/libraries

20% off dine-in 
meals at Mr.Fish

Traditional British 
fish and chips at two 
restaurant locations.

Venue: Porchester 
Road, W2 5DP and 51 
Salusbury Road,NW6 6NJ

25% off Hyde Park Wines

Save 25% on selected 
wines sourced directly 
from small wineries, and 
also receive free delivery.

Venue: 3 Hyde Park 
Steps, St. George’s 
Fields, W2 2YQ

Up to 70% off 
West End theatre

Save on London’s top shows 
with your City Save card. 
New shows regularly added 
and flash sales each week. 
Must be booked online at 
westminstercc.entstix.
com to receive the exclusive 
Westminster discount.

Contact: 020 7400 1234

20% off 
Debenhams Flowers

Save on an extensive choice 
of flowers, all individually 
hand-picked, tied and 
delivered. Book online at 
debenhamsflowers.com 
and enter discount code 
WEST20 at the checkout.

Contact: 0843 523 6121

Terms and conditions apply. Visit westminster.gov.uk/citysave  
for all offers and more details.W
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Embankment gardens 
falls silent for hero
Westminster has commemorated the second of ten residents who received the 
Victoria Cross during the First World War.

William Rhodes 
Moorhouse was 

awarded a Victoria Cross 
for his actions on the April 
26th, 1915 at Courtrai, 
France and was the first 
airman to be awarded the 
Victoria Cross.

He was born at 15 Princes 
Gate, Westminster and was 
later educated at Harrow, 
where he developed a taste 
for speed and an interest  
in the internal combustion 
engine.

Since his early twenties, 
William was fascinated with 
the new sport of flying. He 
became an airman, attracting 
large crowds when he flew 
from Huntingdon airfield, 
Cambridgeshire. With a friend, 
James Radley, he even 
produced a variation of the 
Blériot XI aircraft – the 
Radley-Moorhouse monoplane. 
In 1911, he travelled to the 
United States, where he earned 
thousands of dollars in prizes  
in airspeed contests.

When war was declared, William 
volunteered for the Royal Flying 
Corps and was posted to 2 Squadron 
at Merville, France in March 1915. 
Poor weather meant he had few 
flights in the first two weeks of April, 
but from April 16 he was performing 
numerous highly dangerous missions.  

 

His service did not go unnoticed 
by his superiors and he was 
recommended for promotion  
to substantive lieutenant.

On April 26th 1915 at 
Kortrijk, Belgium, William 
swept low over the railway 
junction that he had been 
ordered to attack. He released 
his 100lb bomb and was 
immediately plunged into  
a heavy barrage of small  
arms fire from rifles and a 
machine-gun in the belfry  
of Kortrijk Church; he was 
severely wounded by a bullet 
in his thigh, and his plane 
was badly hit.

Returning to the Allied 
lines, he again ran into 
heavy fire from the ground 
and was wounded twice 
more. He managed to get his 
aircraft back, and insisted 
on making his report before 
being taken to the Casualty 
Clearing Station. He died 
the next day, April 27th 1915.

It was announced that William 
Rhodes-Moorhouse would be honoured 
with a posthumous Victoria Cross for 
“most conspicuous bravery” on May 
22, 1915, less than a month after  
his death.

The commemorative ceremony  
took place at Victoria Embankment 
Gardens in the grounds of the Main 
Building at the Ministry of Defence.

“ He released his 100lb 
bomb and was immediately 
plunged into a heavy barrage 
of small arms fire”

Creating great 
places to live 
High quality homes in the City of Westminster.

Our plan is to build over 1,000 
affordable new high quality 

homes across the borough over the 
next five years, ranging from one 
bedroom starter homes, to larger 
family sized accommodation, aimed 
at meeting the housing needs of our 
residents and future residents for 
many years to come. 

Alongside investing in new homes, 
many of the renewal areas will 
also benefit from improvements to 
public spaces, providing high quality 
facilities and services for the local 
community, creating great places 
where people want to live. Together 
with new homes and improved 
public spaces, city Council will 
also be helping local people to gain 
employment, and provide advice 
on business start-ups and training 
opportunities to help build sustainable 
communities across Westminster.

The largest renewal area is  
in and around Church Street in 
north Westminster, where the 
Council is building 300 new homes, 
enterprise spaces, and a brand 
new health hub. The well-known 
Church Street market is also set to 
benefit from a number of proposed 
improvements, the first of which 
was the installation of new market 
signage at the Edgware Road and 
Lisson Grove entrances last month, 
and improved facilities for the 
market traders. 

Two other major regeneration 
schemes currently in progress 
include the Tollgate Gardens Estate 
in the north and the Ebury Bridge 
Estate in the south of the city. 

 More information on the housing regeneration 
projects currently in development can be found 
online at westminster.gov.uk/
neighbourhoodrenewal 

The Tollgate Gardens 
project has been granted 

planning permission for 195 
replacement and new homes, 53 
refurbished homes and brand 
new community facilities, built 
around a new central green space. 
Affinity Sutton has recently 
been appointed as the preferred 
developer on the Tollgate Gardens 
Estate and will be working closely 
with residents during the course 
of this year to develop proposals 
for the estate. It is anticipated that 
the new homes will be completed 
in 2018, providing much needed 
homes in the area.

Over 200 replacement and 
additional new homes have 

been approved for development 
on the Ebury Bridge Estate, 
providing larger homes with 
private balconies or gardens, 
better layouts and storage 
space. The project also includes 
proposals for a new enlarged 
community facility, and is set  
to be completed in 2018.

98 HousingVC 
commemoration

William Rhodes Moorhouse

Artist impression of Tollgate Gardens from Oxford Road
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Make this summer your family’s best one yet with 
Summer in the City: hundreds of free and low-

cost summer activities for children, young people and 
families across central London. With free West End 
theatre performances, festivals, open air cinema, nature 
trails, cupcake making, video design and so much more, 
there’s little risk of being stuck for things to do.

This year’s guide will be available to pick up from 
your local library or leisure centre from the end of 
June. For the first time Summer in the City will also be 
available online, with new and updated activities being 
uploaded all the time.

Visit westminster.gov.uk/summer-activities

New Lord Mayor 
takes flight
This May, Councillor The Lady Christabel Flight succeeded Cllr Audrey Lewis as the 
Lord Mayor of Westminster.

Cllr The Lady Flight became a 
Councillor for Warwick Ward 

in May 2006 whereupon she was 
immediately named Westminster’s 
Older People’s Champion. 
Furthermore, until her selection as 
Lord Mayor, Cllr The Lady Flight 
was also co-Editor of Westminster 
Plus and the Deputy Cabinet 
Member for Adults.

Cllr The Lady Flight’s chosen 
charity for her year in office is the 
Sir Simon Milton Foundation, of 
which she is a Founding Trustee. 
Established three years ago, the 
charity aims to continue the legacy 
of Sir Simon, former Leader of 
Westminster City Council, through 
its primary goals of alleviating 
loneliness in older people and 
combatting youth unemployment. 

One of the Foundation’s key 
projects is the establishment of 
The Sir Simon Milton Westminster 
University Technical College a state-
of-the-art school for 550 students 
in the heart of Westminster. Cllr 
Flight is also the Founder of the 
Foundation and Council’s joint Silver 
Sunday initiative, an annual day of 
free events and activities to celebrate 
Older People and combat loneliness. 
In 2014 there were over 350 Silver 
Sunday events throughout the UK 
and Westminster.

As well as her work with the 
Sir Simon Milton Foundation and 
Silver Sunday, Cllr The Lady Flight 
includes amongst her proudest 
achievements the annual Tea Dance 

held in the Great Room of the 
Grosvenor for 1,000 Westminster 
resident aged over 65 which is now in 
its tenth year.

Cllr The Lady Flight’s key aim 
is to connect as many people in 
Westminster as possible. She said 
“I want to meet and connect as 
many people as possible to our 
council services and the work of 

the Foundation. I want to carry on 
what Sir Simon so keenly believed 
in – that is my inspiration.” Through 
this, Cllr The Lady Flight hopes to 
fulfil Sir Simon’s vision of a caring 
city offering opportunity for all.

Cllr The Lady Flight is married 
to her husband Howard and loves 
spending time with her four children 
and four grandchildren.

“ I want to meet and connect as many people as possible to 
our council services and the work of the Foundation”.
Cllr The Lady Christabel Flight

Summer in 
the City
Pick up your guide to the hundreds of events taking 
place for children and young people this summer.

Mary Charles lives near 
Queen’s Park and volunteered 

in the Paddington Festival for 
the first time last year. This year 
she will be helping as part of the 
Film Festival, which involves 
free screenings at venues across 
Paddington from 22 July.

Mary explained that she got 
involved in the Paddington 
Festival by finding out what 
was going on in the community 
at her local library. “I try to 
find out about everything that’s 
going on in Westminster and my 
main source of information is the 
Queen’s Park Library. I like to 
keep myself active and try and 
find out if anybody needs help 
or if there’s anything going on 
where I can volunteer. 

“Being a volunteer is really 
enjoyable – it is a way to meet 
new people, make new friends 
and just get active. A lot of people 
can feel lonely and volunteering 
at events like the Paddington 
Festival is a way of making 
people happy.

“I really like to help out in the 
community. It just takes one of us 
to bring everybody together.”

The Film Festival will take place 
at venues including the Beethoven 
Centre, Queen’s Park Library and 
community centres on the Queen’s 
Park and Lydford Estates.

Paddington Festival: July-August

The Paddington Festival is a 
celebration of local talent in north 

Westminster. Head to the WECH 
Summer Festival for a mini animal 
petting zoo, space hopper races and a 
bouncy castle; enjoy free family film 
screenings throughout the summer; 
or tread the boards at Paddington’s 
Got Talent. The popular Queen’s 
Park Festival takes place on 1st 

August at Queen’s Park Gardens. 
Lebanese Festival Day take place 
before the Paddington Festival 
officially begins on Sunday 14th June 
at Paddington Green. It starts at 
11am with live performances starting 
at 2pm. Pick up a free programme 
from local schools, libraries, leisure 
centres and other community venues
paddingtonfestival.co.uk

Paddington’s Got Talent: 

Date: Saturday 18th July, times to be 
confirmed

Venue: Maida Hill Market, W9 3EU

WECH Summer Festival:

Date: Sunday 19th July, 1-5pm

Venue: Tamplin Mews Gardens, W9

Film Festival: 

Regular screenings at different locations 
across Paddington including Queen’s 
Park Library, Beethoven Centre and other 
local community centres from 22nd July

Queen’s Park Summer Festival:

Date: Saturday 1st August, 12-7pm, 

Venue: Queen’s Park Gardens, Ilbert 
Street, W10 4QJ

1110 New Lord Mayor

Paddington  
Festival

Tea Dance tickets

Cllr The LadyFlight will host the annual Tea Dance 
for 1,000 Westminster residents aged 65+ on Sunday 
29th November 2015 at the prestigious Grosvenor 
House on Park Lane. It’s a real treat with live music, 
dancing and an indulgent afternoon tea. You can 
apply for free tickets from early July so keep an eye 
out for your copy of Westminster Plus magazine 
which will have all the details.
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Westminster nurse 
wins national award
A nurse in Westminster City Council’s revolutionary 
Integrated Gangs Unit has won a national Nursing 
Standard’s award. 

Dorcas Gwata saw off tough competition from 
across the country to win the Nursing Standard 
Mental Health Nurse Award for her work as part 
of Westminster Integrated Gangs Unit. The award 
recognises her dedication, creativity, flexibility and 
pioneering approach in engaging hard to reach gang 
members and supporting their mental health needs.

The council’s Integrated Gangs Unit, created in 
2011, brings together specialist from the council, 
Metropolitan police, Probation service, voluntary 
sector and health services to provide a joined up 
approach to tackling gang issues.

Councillor Nickie Aiken, Cabinet Member for 
Public Protection said: “In Westminster we have 
revolutionised the way we tackle gangs through 
setting up our Integrated Gangs Unit which has 
seen impressive results, including a 59% reduction in 
serious youth violence in the Units’ first year. 

Working with both young people and their parents 
Dorcas supports them to overcome mental health 
issue often meeting young people on the streets, in 
cafes, at home and in youth clubs, where they feel 
most comfortable. 

Dorcas said of winning the award: “Winning the 
award is truly an honour but the strength of my 
work is a result of the whole team and how we work 
together to support people.”
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Care and 
support has 
changed
The government has 
introduced three major 
national changes to care 
and support to make it 
more consistent across the 
country. Care and support 
is the help some adults need 
to live as well as possible 
with illness or disability.

The main changes are:

•  a new national eligibility 
criteria about who will 
qualify for care and 
support services

•  new support for carers

•  deferred payment 
agreements for care costs 

Eligibility and assessing 
your needs and wellbeing

All councils in England 
must offer support at a 
new national minimum 
level. Your assessment 

helps us to decide what, if 
any, care and support you 
need to help live your day-
to-day life. 

We will help you to think 
about what things you 
would like to achieve  
day-to-day and in the 
future. We will also help 
you to live a healthy 
lifestyle to help reduce the 
level of care and support 
you need in the future.

If you currently receive 
care and support and 
your needs meet the new 
minimum threshold you 
will not lose the support 
you currently receive. 

 Find out more about the new 
national minimum level at  
gov.uk/careandsupport.  
To request an assessment call the 
council on 020 7641 1444.

Support for carers
Around five million people provide unpaid care to a 
family member or friend. If you provide regular help with 
activities such as taking medicine, washing or dressing 
to someone else, you are able to ask for support to help 
make caring easier. This could be practical support such 
as arranging for someone to stop in when you need a 
short break. Or you may be entitled to a personal budget 
to spend on things that will help you to carry on caring.

You can have a carer’s assessment even if the person 
you care for does not get any help from the council.

 Visit westminster.gov.uk/carers or call Carers Network on 020 8960 3033 for 
more information.

Deferred 
payments
A deferred payment is 
an agreement with the 
council that enables 
you to use the value 
of your home to pay 
for your residential or 
nursing care home costs. 
It means you should 
not have to sell your 
home in your lifetime 
to pay for your care.

If you are eligible, the 
council will help to pay 
your care home bills 
on your behalf. You 
can delay repayment 
to the council for doing 
so until you choose 
to sell your home, or 
until after your death.

Call 020 7641 8031 for 
more information on 
deferred payments.

Contact

Visit: westminster.
gov.uk/care-act or 
peoplefirstinfo.org.
uk for local information

Visit: gov.uk/
careandsupport for 
national information

Enewsletter: Register for 
our Care Act enewsletter 
by emailing rsvp@
westminster.gov.uk

Call: 020 7641 2500

Independent advice and 
support on the Care Act

•  Citizens Advice Bureau 
on 08444 771 611

•  Age UK Westminster 
on 0203 004 5610

Adult social 
care column
Are you eligible for telecare?

Telecare gives you help at the touch of a button to help you live independently 
in your own home for as long as possible. It includes alarms that quickly link 

you to a call centre in case of an emergency. You may be eligible for free telecare 
following an assessment or if you are paying for your own telecare the council 
can help you to find the right equipment. Call 020 7641 4528 to find out more.

Drive away loneliness
Contact the Elderly is looking for volunteers to help organise monthly 

Sunday afternoon tea parties for isolated older people. Volunteer drivers 
collect and accompany one or two local older people to a tea party held in 
the home of a volunteer host. If you could volunteer as a regular driver or 
a host a tea party visit contact-the-elderly.org.uk to find out more.

Dementia support
If you or someone you care for has dementia, support is available through 

our Memory and Dementia Resource Centre in Westbourne Park. Alongside 
daily activities to aid health and wellbeing at the day centre, there are memory 
assessments, advice and information, outreach services and home care services. 
Call 0303 123 1243 to request an assessment and find out more.

1312 Support



Hidden gems
Tell us your favourite places in Westminster 
Tweet them to @CityWestminster

 The Porchester spa for sure! Great to pamper 
yourself especially with Westminster City 
Save card savings – Nadia Laabs

 Les Douceurs de la Tentation bakery on 
Fernhead Road, the best French bakery in the 
city – David Miguel

 Little Venice is my favourite place to visit in 
Westminster. It is not only tranquil and peaceful 
but colourful and uplifting to see the beautiful 
barges and rich wildlife that occupy this stretch 
of the canal waterway – Katie Warner

Green plaques

Alexis Soyer (1810-1858) was one of the world’s 
first celebrity chefs. At the private members club, 

the Reform Club, Soyer cooked breakfast for 2,000 
people for Queen Victoria’s coronation. He was also an 
inventor and installed refrigerators cooled by water 
and ovens with adjustable temperatures in the kitchens 
of the Reform Club; innovations so technologically 
advanced that chefs from all over Europe requested 
tours. He also invented a stove for soldiers that 
prevented clouds of smoke alerting the enemy to their 
presence, still used today by the British military. A 
green plaque at 28 Marlborough Place marks where 
Soyer lived after moving to London from France. 

Visit westminster.gov.uk/green-plaques-scheme for details of other 
green plaques in Westminster.

What’s on
WAES Summer 
open day

Saturday 20th June,  
10am-4pm

Try your hand at one of more 
of the many courses offered by 
Westminster’s adult college.  
No experience needed, just 
come along and have a go.

Venue: WAES Lisson 
Grove Centre, 219 Lisson 
Grove, NW8 8LW

Cost: Free

Nearest tube: Warwick Avenue

 waes.ac.uk

Recycling swap shops

Saturday 20th June,  
10am-3pm

Drop off your unloved 
clothes, shoes, toys, books 
and small electricals and 
bag yourself something new 
without spending a penny.

Venue: Maida Centre, 221 
Lanark Road, W9 1NX

Cost: Free

Nearest tube: Maida Vale

 westminster.gov.uk/
recycling-events-and-
roadshows

Friday film club 
for over 50s

First Friday of the 
month, 2.30-5pm

Friendly film club with 
free refreshments.

Venue: Westminster Academy, 
255 Harrow Rd, W2 5EZ

Cost: Free

Nearest tube: Royal Oak

 OpenAge.org.uk

Community 
health meet up

Last Thursday of the 
months, 1-4pm

Monthly health meet up 
with free massages and 
blood pressure checks.

Venue: Paddington Library, 
Porchester Road, W2 5DU

Cost: Free

Nearest tube: Royal Oak

 westminster.gov.uk/
libraries

Health walks in 
Regents Park 

Wednesdays, 1.30-2.30pm 

Brisk group walks suitable for 
those new to walking or exercise.

Venue: Regents Park Baker 
Street entrance, Clarence Gate.

Cost: Free

Nearest tube: Bake Street

 westminster.gov.uk/
health-events-in-libraries

Sporting reminiscence at 
Lord’s Cricket Ground

People with early onset dementia, and their 
carers, are invited to a free meet up session and 

tour of Lord’s Cricket Ground each month. Enjoy 
the grounds and have a friendly place to come and 
talk about sport, cricket or whatever you wish.

Sessions are free to attend but booking is essential.
to book a place call 0207 616 8589 or email 
community@mcc.org.uk

When:  Second Thursday of every month,  
1.30 - 3.30pm

Venue:  Lord’s Cricket Ground, Grace Gate entrance, 
St. John’s Wood Road, NW8 8QN

History in pictures
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Free fitness session for over 45s

Mondays, registration at 1pm activities start at 1.30pm

Join SilverFit for a free fitness session for ages 45+, 
choose from Pilates, walking for health or table-
tennis and stay for coffee and a chat after.

Venue: Paddington Rec Park Café, Randolph Ave, W9 1PD

Date: Ongoing 

Over 50% off 
Westminster Car Club

Join Westminster Car 
Club for just £25 for pay 
as you go driving, with 
access to over 180 vehicles 
across Westminster.

Contact: 0333 240 9000

Date: Ongoing

20% off personal 
training and 
boot camps

Get active, fit and 
healthy this summer with 
discounted boot camp and 
personal training sessions 
from D.A. Lewis Fitness

Contact: 074496 11359

Date: Ongoing

Offers in your area

Queen’s Park Library decorated for the coronation of Edward VII, 1902

1514 Your Westminster



Hidden gems
Tell us your favourite places in Westminster 
Tweet them to @CityWestminster

 The free (or very inexpensive) concerts at the 
Royal Academy of Music on Marylebone Road. 
An opportunity for everyone to hear their 
favourite music, or try something a bit 
different, played by outstanding musicians 
– Margaret Elliott

 One of my favourite places in Westminster is 
the oasis of Paddington Street Gardens - it’s 
like a little green postage stamp in a busy part 
of London! – Kevin Francis

 Piccadily! Many great places to eat, the 
beautiful church and the church food market 
every Monday, super old authentic pubs, big 
book shop, it is everything in one place! 
– Meilute Rynkeviciute

Green plaques

Fifty years after his death, 
Westminster remembers one of 

its most celebrated residents, the 
poet T.S. Eliot (1888-1965). Eliot 
moved to England from the United 
States in 1914, aged 25. It was in 
England that Eliot wrote what have 
become some of the best-known 
poems in the English language, including The 
Waste Land (1922), The Hollow Men (1925), and Ash 
Wednesday (10920). Eliot’s first home in London was 
on Crawford Street where he lived from 1916-1920, 
recorded by a plaque at 11-20 Crawford Mansions.

Visit westminster.gov.uk/green-plaques-scheme for details of other 
green plaques in Westminster.

What’s on

Free lunchtime recitals 

Mondays, 1pm

Be entertained by the rising 
stars of the Orchestra of 
the Royal Opera House and 
The Royal Opera Chorus.

Venue: Royal Opera house, 
Bow Street, WC2E 9DD

Cost: Free

Nearest tube: Covent Garden

 roh.org.uk

Family Activity: 
The Little Draw

Sunday 7th June, 1.30-4.30pm

Drop-in drawing workshops 
for all ages and find out 
more about the paintings in 
the Wallace Collection.

Venue: Wallace Collection, 
Manchester Square, W1U 3BN

Cost: Free

Nearest tube: Bond Street

 wallacecollection.org

Community Gardening

Wednesdays, 10.30am -12.30pm

Help to sow, nurture and grow 
plants, flowers and vegetables 
in the community garden

Venue: Marylebone Library, 54 
Beaumont Street, W1G 6DW

Cost: Free

Nearest tube: Regent’s Park

 westminster.gov.uk/
events-libraries

Free bike checks 

First Monday of the 
month, 4-7pm

Have your bike looked at by  
a professional mechanic 
 and get basic repairs 
done for free.

Venue: Hyde Park, 
Queen Elizabeth Gate, 
South Carriage Drive

Cost: Free

 westminster.gov.uk/
cycling-events

10% off tickets to 
creative festival

Hear from influential speakers 
from the creative world and 
other events at SohoCreate 
on 3rd - 7th June. Use 
code westminsterc2015 
when buying tickets online 
at sohocreate.co.uk

Date: 3rd - 7th June. 

Venue: Various across Soho

City of Sculpture

On Monday 11 May 
Halcyon Gallery 

and Westminster City 
Council unveiled She 
Guardian, a monumental 
sculpture by acclaimed 
artist, Dashi Namdakov, 
at London’s Marble Arch.

The spectacular 
bronze statue rises 11 
metres from claw to 
wing tip, and depicts a 
female feline protecting 
her young.

Westminster City 
Council also announced 
that it is teaming up 
with StatueFindr to 
create a special app for 
iPhones and Android 
devices that will guide 
people to all the City of 
Sculpture pieces.

History in pictures

This year is set to be more exciting

50% off entry to 
Ripley’s Believe It 
or Not! 

London Plus entry to 
Spiceworld: The Exhibition

Date: Offer on-
going, exhibition runs 
until May 31st

Venue: 1 London 
Pavilion, W1 0DA

Up to 50% off 
tickets to Stomp

Now in its 13th year, see 
this sensational show that 
uses plastic bags, bin 
lids and even the kitchen 
sink to hammer out an 
explosive rhythm. Tickets 
must be booked through 
westminstercc.entstix.
com to claim 
the Westminster 
discount.

Date: Until 
20th December

Venue: 
Ambassadors 
Theatre, 
West Street, 
WC2H 9ND

Offers in your area

50% off City Cruises

Explore the many sights of 
the River Thames on an 
all-day Hop-on and Hop-
off Sightseeing cruise.

Date: Until 30th June

Venue: Tickets can 
be purchased from 
Westminster Pier, Tower 
Pier or Greenwich Pier.

30% off dining on 
the Thames

Enjoy great food against 
the backdrop of some 
of London’s most iconic 
sights, on R.S Hispaniola 
restaurant ship.

Date: On-going

Venue: R.S. Hispaniola 
Bar and Restaurant, Victoria 
Embankment, WC2N 5D
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that this sculpture 
will dominate the 
area and might 
even be scary for 
some. But public art 
is about creating 
excitement, debate 
and interest.”
Cllr Robert Davis
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Hidden gems
Tell us your favourite places in Westminster 
Tweet them to @CityWestminster

 Strutton Ground for its street food, 
independent shops and real London 
atmosphere – Charlotte Alaxander

 The Grenadier pub, hidden away in Wilton 
Mews, catches late afternoon sun in the 
summer: a perfect hideaway – Simon James

 I love taking my grandchildren to the kids 
playground in Causton Street. It’s small, has a 
sandpit, climbing frame and even a paddling 
pool – Mrs Mouzouros

 Millbank Gardens is an island of calm adjacent 
to the Tate Gallery. I go there frequently with 
my little dog, he loves it too. We all need our 
little patch of green! – Judi Metcalfe

 The Churchill War Rooms - secret 
underground headquarters where Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill lived and worked, 
during WW2. Very interesting and historic! 
Would definitely recommend a visit to this 
unique place in Westminster.– Anna Borley

 Drury lane gardens a good old fashion park 
small enough to meet up with other local 
families and the odd tourist that wanders in. 
– Lesley Causley

Westminster cathedral is an oasis of calm. 
– Jonathan Wood

Green plaques

William Smith (1769-
1839) created the first 

geological map of England 
and Wales, showing the 
distribution of rocks, faults, 
strata and other geological 
features across the country. 
Given his limited education, 
Smith’s map, published 
in 1815, was overlooked at first and it was only 
later in life that Smith received the recognition 
he deserved. He is today known as the Father of 
English Geology and his work has laid the founding 
principles for geological surveys worldwide. Smith 
lived at 16 Buckingham Street from 1805-1819.

Visit westminster.gov.uk/green-plaques-scheme for details of other 
green plaques in Westminster.

History in pictures

Recycling in Pimlico

From May 31st 2015 the mobile recycling centre 
will no longer be running at Capital Carboot. 

There are still lots of ways to recycle clothing, 
electrical appliances and other items in  
Pimlico. Find alternative recycling points  
at westminster.gov.uk/recycling 

60% off haircut and Moroccan Oil 
treatment at the Runway Salon 

Revive tired hair at the Runway Salon

Date: Until August 31st

Venue: Unit 2, 11-13 Horseferry Road, SW1P 2AH

20% off Grand tours

Get 20% off Grand tours at 
the iconic Royal Albert Hall.

Date: Until December 30th 

Venue: Royal Albert Hall, 
Kensington Gore, SW7 2AP

20% off theatre 
tickets to Told 
Look Younger

Save on tickets to this 
provocative comedy 
about love, friendship 
and growing old.

Date: Show runs 
until 4th July

Venue: Jermyn Street 
Theatre, 16b Jermyn 
Street, SW1Y 6ST

20% off final bill 
at Verdi Italian

Enjoy great food this 
summer with 20% off the 
final bill at Verdi Italian 
at the Royal Albert Hall.

Date: Until December 30th

Venue: Royal Albert Hall, 
Kensington Gore, SW7 2AP

Offers in your area

St John’s Smith Square, 1892

What’s on

Recycling swap shops

Saturday 13th June, 10am-3pm

Drop off your unloved 
clothes, shoes, toys, books 
and small electricals and 
bag yourself something new 
without spending a penny.

Venue: Churchill Residents 
Hall, Churchill Gardens 
Estate, SW1V 3AL

Cost: Free

Nearest tube: Pimlico

 westminster.gov.uk/
recycling-events-and-
roadshows

SouthWestFest

19th-28th June

A community festival 
celebrating all that is great 
about SW1. This year there 
will be a carnival parade, gala 
day, comedy night and more.

Venue: various locations 
across SW1

Cost: Free and ticketed events

 southwestfest.org.uk

Family day at Benjamin 
Franklin House: 
Bones in the Basement

Tuesday 28th July, 11am

Explore the House’s 
archaeological history and 
find out why human bones 
were found in the basement.

Venue: Banjamin Franklin 
House, 36 Craven 
Street, WC2N 5NF

Cost: Free but 
donations welcome

Nearest tube: Charing 
Cross/Embankment

 benjaminfranklinhouse.org

Bingo and social club 
for over 60s

Thursdays, 2-3pm

Friendly weekly social 
meet up for over 60s, must 
be a member to join but 
membership is free.

Cost: Free

Nearest tube: St. James’s Park

 theabbeycentre.org.uk
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New parents can receive free advice and support at their local 
Children’s Centre. Find your nearest at westminster.gov.uk/
childrens-centres

Registration 
of births in 
Westminster
Follow the footsteps of Princess Charlotte of Cambridge, 
one of many Royals registered by Westminster. 

On Saturday 2nd May 2015, 
Her Royal Highness Princess 

Charlotte of Cambridge was born in 
St. Mary’s Hospital in Westminster 
making her one of nine babies born 
in Westminster that day.

Like any parents the Duke 
and Duchess of Cambridge had 
to register their daughter’s birth 
which they did on 5th May with the 
council’s Superintendent Registrar, 
Alison Cathcart, at their home in 
Kensington Palace. 

Alison, said: “It was an honour 
to register the birth of Princess 
Charlotte Elizabeth Diana. 
Westminster City Council has a long 
history of registering royal births 
including Prince George and it’s a 
pleasure to formally welcome the 
latest addition to the family.”

The Princess is one of the 6,217 
babies whose births were registered 
in Westminster in the last twelve 
months, and one of only 14 babies 
named Charlotte. 

Babies registered in Westminster 
have a history of going on to achieve 
great things. Many of our country’s 
finest actors and names from history 
were born in the city, including 
Damian Lewis, Joan Collins and 
Carey Mulligan.

Other well-known figures born 
and registered in Westminster 
are British celebrity cook, Ainsley 
Harriot, TV presenter, founder 
of the Scouts, Baden-Powell and 
former Formula One racing driver 
Stirling Moss. 

Find out more about registering a birth at 
westminster.gov.uk/register-birth

How to register a 
birth in Westminster
Babies born in Westminster should be 
registered with the council within 42 
days of their birth. You can make an 
appointment to do so at the Westminster 
Registration Office at 317 Harrow Road 
London W9 3RJ. 

To book an appointment visit 
westminster.gov.uk/register-birth 
or call 020 7641 7500.

Information you need 
when registering a birth
•  place and date of the birth

•  name, surname and sex of the baby

•  parents’ names, surnames and address

•  places and dates of parents’ birth

•  date of parents’ marriage 
or civil partnership

•  parents’ jobs

•  mother’s maiden surname

You might not need to give all of this 
information, depending on who is 
registering the birth.

You should bring at least one form of 
identification when you go to the register 
office such as a passport, birth certificate 
or letter with a proof of address. You may 
need proof of paternity from the other 
parent before you give their details if they 
aren’t going to the register office with you.

Cost of registering a birth
There is no fee to register a birth. A free 
short certificate will be issued at the 
appointment. Full certificates, required for 
passport applications, can be purchased at 
a cost of £4 on the day of registration, £7 
the day after or £10 at a later date. 

 For more information about registering a birth visit 
westminster.gov.uk/register-birth 

A short history

The registering of births in 
England and Wales dates back 

to 1538 when Henry VIII’s Vicar 
General, Thomas Cromwell, ordered 
the minister of every parish in 
England and Wales to keep records 
of every baptism, marriage and 
burial at which he officiated. 

At first entries were made on loose 
sheets of paper, many of which have 
been lost. In 1598 each parish began 

to keep a book made of parchment 
and in 1733 birth records ceased to 
be documented in Latin.

In 1837 it became a legal 
requirement to register all births, 
deaths and marriages in England 
and Wales.

It was the duty of the registrar to 
make sure all births were registered 
and as a result many births went 
unregistered; it is estimated that 

between 1837 and 1875 up to 15% 
of births weren’t registered in some 
parts of England.

As a result registration was made 
compulsory from 1975 and it became 
the duty of parents to inform the 
registrar of the birth of their child.

 Find out more about Westminster’s unique 
history at our Archives Centre, visit westminster.
gov.uk/archives

2120 Royal Baby
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Apprentices 
earn and learn
Thousands of young people are finding that an 
apprenticeship can be the perfect route into work.

Vitor Sundarji, 22, from Victoria, 
was unsure about university 

and found something that suited 
him much better – an apprenticeship 
in the Street Management Team 
at Westminster City Council.

Vitor says: “I was considering 
my options when I left school and 
thought the opportunity to earn 
money, gain work experience and 
get a qualification at the same time 
was the right route for me. I applied 
for an apprenticeship through the 
London Apprenticeship Company 
(LAC) website and within a week 
had an interview at the council.

“My job is really varied. I’ve 
helped to tackle issues such as 
illegal street trading and fly-tipping. 

“At the same time I’ve been 
working towards my Level 3 NVQ 

Diploma in Business Administration. 
I split my time between work 
and coursework, although a lot of 
the course is assessment-based 
where an instructor comes in 
to assess how I perform in the 
workplace. My colleagues are very 
supportive so it’s been easy to 
combine working with studying. 

“I would recommend an 
apprenticeship to anyone who 
doesn’t feel that university 
is right for them. Before my 
apprenticeship I had no previous 
work experience and now I feel 
like a valued and effective member 
of my team. An apprenticeship 
is a great way to take the first 
step down your career path.”

 Find apprenticeship vacancies and apply online 
at londonapprenticeship jobs.co.uk

Support to 
help you back 
to work
If you’re struggling to get back 
into work and facing other 
difficulties in your life – from 
housing problems, to debt or 
childcare – the council can 
help. Employment coaches 
and other specialists are able 
to meet with you to look for 
jobs, help you learn new skills 
and point you in the direction 
of other support, whether 
that’s advice on childcare, 
housing, finance and more.

“My Employment Coach helps 
me to approach employers and 
emails me vacancies so I am able 
to apply for roles straight away. 
I was also having difficulties 
with my son, but with the 
support of my Family Coach 
who takes him to activities 
we are managing better as a 
family,” says Aresma Haile. 

To find out more visit westminster.gov.uk/
faces or call 020 7641 1495

Get your ideas heard
Aby Murray, 15, from St. Marylebone 
School, won this year’s Youth 
Elections and became Westminster’s 
Youth MP to represents the voice 
of young people in Westminster. 

“Receiving thousands of votes from 
my peers was really encouraging, 
and a bit unexpected. It just 
shows what a difference it makes 

when you choose to take a minute 
to get your opinion heard, as 
everyone who voted did.

 “I am passionate about making a 
change in the services available for 
young people, to make sure they 
are getting the support they need, 
whether it’s life-skills or mental 
health. The council is always asking 

our opinion to help improve services 
for young people, and it’s important 
that we get involved. Young 
people have so many ideas 
and are the most qualified 
at knowing what we 
want. So if you see an 
opportunity, take it and let’s 
get the youth voice heard.”

Supporting parents 
who need it most 
Our Children’s Centres, after-school clubs and services for young people are vital to 
help families, children and young people get the best start in life.

It is now more important than ever 
to focus our services on families 

most in need of support. But as 
the money we receive from the 
government is reducing significantly, 
we need to make some changes to 
certain areas of our services for 
children and young people to do this. 
We have been working with parents, 
young people and our partners to 
shape these services for the future.

Children’s Centres
The changes to our Children’s 
Centres will help families to get the 
help they need, whether it’s parenting 
and family support, employment, 
health or childcare advice and 
support. We will also work more 
closely with our partners to identify 
and support families together at the 

earliest point and provide a one-stop 
service to save you having to speak  
to lots of different people. We are 
also increasing the number of  
early education places for eligible 
families of two-year-olds at some 
of our centres.

“The free early education 
sessions at my local Children’s 
Centre meant I had the time to do 
a course and gave my daughter an 
opportunity to grow and be away 
from me.” Charmaine Stoukas, from 
Westbourne Park.

After school and 
holiday childcare
From September, after school and 
holiday childcare will be provided by 
schools, if they wish to take on this 
responsibility. The remaining service 

will continue to be provided by the 
council until April 2016, at which 
point the service will be delivered by 
a not-for-profit organisation which 
we will commission. 

Services for young people
We will also be reshaping our 
services for young people to be based 
on their needs, rather than on youth 
club locations. We will be working 
with young people over the coming 
months to make sure our new 
service provides the support they 
need most and from January 2016 
young people from the age of 11 will 
be able to use the service. 

To find out more about these changes visit 
westminster.gov.uk/early-help

You can get free health advice and a wide range of events for children at your 
local library. Visit westminster.gov.uk/health-events-in-libraries

To get in touch with 
Aby email 

westminster 
youthmp 

@westminster. 
gov.uk

Aby
 

Mur
rar

y

2322 Young PeopleEnterprise
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Bupa Westminster 
Mile 2015
The third annual Bupa Westminster Mile took place on Sunday 24th May over the 
bank holiday weekend. The Olympic legacy event saw the largest turn-out so far, 
with over 5,000 people of all ages and abilities taking part in the world famous mile 
as they walked, jogged and ran through the streets of London.

This year’s Mile was held in 
commemoration of Steve Cram’s 

world mile record of 3:46:32, set 
in July 1985, and Steve Cram 
was there to cheer on all the 
participants of the Mile, as well  
as the next batch of potential 
running superstars.

There was also lots of free 
entertainment, live music and 
activities that took place over the 
course of the day in Green Park that 
runners and spectators enjoyed, 
as well as David Weir battling 
with arch-rival Marcel Hug in the 
wheelchair event.

Lorna Bahsoon, 21, from Little 
Venice, ran the Bupa Westminster 
Mile for the second time this year.

She said “I first heard about the 
Westminster Mile from my mum 
asking if she wanted me to run it 
with her, and we ended up running 
the Mile together which was great.

“We turned up a bit earlier on 
the day and listened to some of  
the music that was going on, and 
while we waited for our race to 

start we were chatting to other 
people on the start line.

I ended up walking the Mile for 
a little bit which was fine as some 
people were going all out and other 
people were walking it.

This Girl Can
This Girl Can is the national campaign run by Sport England aimed to get women all 
of all ages and sizes more confident, active and exercising. This year’s Westminster 
Mile included an all-female race for the first time in support of the campaign, and 
it saw hundreds of women run with their mums, daughters, sisters and friends.

Feeling inspired to be more active? Find out more at thisgirlcan.co.uk

“ The Westminster Mile was 
great as it inspired me to 
do more, now I like to run 
and swim in my spare time 
to try to keep active.”
Laura Bahsoon, Little Venice

25Westminster mile
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Explore the 
Spiegeltent at  
Leicester Square

A 1920s Spiegeltent will be 
back in Leicester Square 
in 2015, the original home 
of West End LIVE. Visitors 
will have the chance to 
explore all the elements 
associated with bringing a 
theatrical 
performance from 
page to stage with 
original scripts, 
props, set boxes 
and costumes all 
on display.
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“ It was all amazing!! Can’t believe this was free, 
will definitely be heading back.” Cath Way

“ Thank you so much West End LIVE. You 
guys never fail to give us an amazing 
time…wow!!” Nenita Palmes Godfrey

West End LIVE 
in association 
with MasterCard
Kick off the summer with a free showcase of the  
West End’s best-loved shows.

West End LIVE returns to 
Trafalgar Square on 20th 

and 21st June for a weekend of free 
outdoor performances from some of the 
most well-known musicals in town. 

This annual outdoor extravaganza 
is the biggest event of its kind and 
attracts over 500,000 visitors  
every year.

West End LIVE 2014 featured 
performances from Billy Elliot, 
Mamma Mia, Matilda, Wicked and 
many more, and this year promises 
to be even bigger than ever. So head 
down to Trafalgar Square to sing 
along and catch a glimpse of your 
favourite West End Stars. 

For more information 
and the full programme 
visit westendlive.co.uk 

@WestEndLive 
#WestEndLIVE

facebook.com/WestEndLive

2726 WestEnd LIVE

Top Shows 

AMERICAN IDIOT

AVENUE Q

BEAUTIFUL – THE CAROLE KING 
MUSICAL

BEAUTIFUL THING

BILLY ELLIOT

CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY

THE COMMITMENTS

DISNEY’S THE LION KING

THE DREAMERS

DUSTY

GYPSY

JERSEY BOYS

LES MISÉRABLES

LET IT BE

LORD OF THE DANCE: DANGEROUS GAMES

MAMMA MIA!

MATILDA

MEMPHIS

MISS SAIGON

THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA

SEVEN BRIDES FOR SEVEN BROTHERS

STOMP

SUNNY AFTERNOON

THRILLER LIVE

WICKED 

Exhibitors

Everything’s Rosie

Science Museum

London Film Museum

Benjamin Pollock’s Toyshop

Heart Fm

The Clangers

Characters from Ben and Holly roaming 
around the Square
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THE EVENT
When: Saturday 20th June, 
11am-6pm and Sunday 21st 
June, 12 midday-6pm

Venue: Trafalgar Square

Nearest tube: Charing Cross,  
Leicester Square 

Cost: West End LIVE is a non-
ticketed event and entry is free. 

Please be advised that the event 
gets very busy so there will be 
queues in the morning before the  
gates open and throughout the day. 

You can book tickets for the 
shows taking part in West End 
through officiallondontheatre.
co.uk, the official TKTS booth in 
Leicester Square or in the TKTS 
tent in Trafalgar Square over the 
event weekend.
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Historic statues 
side by side
Earlier this year saw the unveiling of the first new 
statue in Parliament Square in eight years. Ghandi 
now stands alongside the various ex-Prime Ministers 
and other prominent political figures. 

On the western side of the square 
is Benjamin Disraeli, Prime 

Minister 1874–1880. His statue has 
now become a ‘shrine’ of the Primrose 
League, where every year on the 
anniversary of his death on 19th 
April he is decorated with primrose 
wreaths. Stood next to Disraeli is 
another ex-Prime Minister, Edward 
Smith-Stanley, who with him helped 
reshape the Conservative party. 

Further along the western side Sir 
Robert Peel, Nelson Mandala and 
Abraham Lincoln can be found. Sir 
Robert Peel’s statue was erected in 
1877 the year after he died falling 
from his horse on Constitution Hill. 
Peel is most notably remembered as 

the founder of the modern 
police force who’s officers 

are nicknamed after 
him as ‘Bobbies’. 

Nelson Mandela is 
the second most 

recent statue to be 
erected. Mandela 
who attended 
the unveiling 
in 2007 said it 

fulfilled a dream 
to see the statue 
of a black man 
in Parliament 
Square. Outside 
the Supreme 
Court is Lincoln’s 

statue, a 
replica of 

the one in Lincoln Park in Chicago 
which was unveiled in 1920 as a 
peace offering from the USA to mark 
100 years since the War of 1812.

One of the most recognised statues 
can be found facing head on to the 
Houses of Parliament – Sir Winston 
Churchill, in a spot where he is 
said to have referred to as “where 
my statue will go.” During his 
time as Prime Minister, Churchill 
had wanted to erect a statue to 
Field Marshal J Jan Smuts, South 
African Prime Minister 1919-24 
and 1939-48. He did so in 1956, 
and Smuts can be found stood 
next to Churchill on the square.

Other notable figures include 
ex-Prime Ministers David Lloyd 
George, Henry John Temple, Edward 
Smith-Stanley and George Canning.

The plinths upon which the statues 
stand also have some significance. 
Ghandi is on an intentionally lower 
plinth as ‘he was a man of the 
people’, Smuts is on a pedestal of 
granite from South Africa, Lloyd 
George is on a plinth of Welsh slate 
and Churchill’s plinth? Eight foot 
tall and made of solid stone!

Parliament Square was listed in 
1996 and is an English Heritage 
Grade II Registered Garden of 
Special Historic Interest.

 Find out more about local history at the City of 
Archives Centre, 10 St.Annes Street, SW1P 2DE. 
Visit westminster.gov.uk/archives

50th anniversary 
of Westminster
50 years ago in April, Londoners 
witnessed the creation of the 
32 London boroughs we know 
today, following the London 
Government Act (1963). The 32 
boroughs, covering the entire 
capital, are each responsible 
for dealing with every aspect 
of local government such as 
schools, social care, planning, 
homelessness, road maintenance 
and environmental health. 

A range of events are taking 
place to mark the half centenary 
birthday and celebrate the 
former era. The Lord Mayor 
of Westminster, Councillor 
Audrey Lewis, met with Geno 
Washington and the cast of the 
hit west end musical, Sunny 
Afternoon in the world famous 
Carnaby Street, known to 
symbolise the swinging 60’s when 
the boroughs were created. 

Geno said; “You have not lived 
until you come to London. Soho 
was ‘home’ in 1965. It’s where 
I met my wife and I’ve lived 
in London for over 50 years, 
it’s just fantastic, magical.”

29Historic 
Westminster
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Over to you
April Jeam volunteers as a Community Champion in Queen’s Park.  
She lets people know about local health and wellbeing services and runs 
healthy eating roadshows. In return for her time, April receives time 
credits to spend on leisure activities.

“I wanted to volunteer and heard about 
Community Champions through the 

Beethoven Community Centre. I’ve been 
doing it for about a year now and have 
helped around 100 people to make small 
changes to improve their health. We go out 
and about giving information to parents 
and children about healthy eating.

“I’ve sold fruit kebabs and other 
healthy snacks at Queen’s Park Primary 
School; appeared on Avenues Radio, our 
local radio station, and organised a healthy 
eating stall at the Queen’s Park Festival 
last year. Our stall at the festival was 
very popular and lots of people took part 
in our quiz to guess how much sugar is 
in fizzy drinks.

“We also talk to children 
and their parents about 
five a day and why it’s 
so important. We show 
them how to buy and 

cook healthy 
food and give 

them simple recipes they can do at home 
– things like muesli with fruit and 
yoghurt for breakfast. Anything that 
parents can easily build into their 
routine. We run the sessions in schools, 
parks and at the Beethoven Centre and 
they’re really popular.

“For every hour I spend volunteering, I 
get a time credit. I spend most of them 
in Queen’s Park Library, hiring DVDs to 
watch with my daughter or on activities. 
I also use them for free swimming. My 
friends use them for all sorts of things 
– exercise classes and hot yoga. There’s 
lots to choose from.

“It’s a good idea because when you do 
something you get a reward. It makes 
me more inspired and feel as though the 
time I spend helping out in my 
community is valued.”

April is part of the Queen’s Park Time 
Credits scheme. A Westminster-wide 
time credits scheme will launch this 
summer to recognise and thank you for 
the time you spend volunteering. You 
can choose how to spend them either 
locally or across the UK.

 To find out more about volunteering and Time Credits 
visit westminster.gov.uk/volunteering-westminster

Restaurant

 We often order 
takeaway from The 
Cedar Lebanese 
restaurant on 
Fernhead Road for our 
Community Champions 
team lunches.

Park

 I like going to Regent’s 
Park with my daughter. 
There are lots of lovely 
flowers and it’s nice to 
stop off in the café.

Place

 I take my daughter to 
Queen’s Park Library. 
Most of the activities 
are free such as 
workshops and parties 
but some of them 
are £1 or £2 so I use 
my Time Credits.

Entertainment

 I often go swimming at 
Jubilee Leisure Centre 
or to the Odeon cinema 
in Whiteleys shopping 
centre in Bayswater.

April’s 
Westminster 
favourites

Nominate someone special
Nominations are now open for the 2015 Community Awards. 

Last year over 200 people nominated someone they know who makes a real difference  
to their local area or changes the lives of local people. So why not take five minutes to  
nominate someone you think deserves to be recognised for their hard work?

It couldn’t be easier to vote. Just let us know why you think your local community hero or  
organisation deserves an award at westminster.gov.uk/community-awards

30 Community focus




