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Adult learning
in the heart of Westminster

Enrol now for 2017 courses

WAES is Westminster’s adult college, offering full-time and part-time study in the 
daytime, evenings and at weekends. We offer a wide range of courses specifically 

for adult learners wanting to study in a friendly and supportive environment. 
Visit www.waes.ac.uk, call 020 7297 7297 or drop in to one of our centres.

Accounting  -  Apprenticeships  -  Business  -  Ceramics  -  Childcare 
Cookery  -  English  -  ESOL  -  Fashion  -  Fine art  -  Floristry  -  Glass-making 

Graphic design  -  Hairdressing  -  Health and social care
Make-up  -  Maths  -  Photography

Improve your employment prospects!



4  ENGAGED  
Have your say in the 2017  

Youth Elections
Hi there everyone it’s me again!

I hope you all have had a good start to this semester, I can’t believe 

it is already half-term. February is Youth Election month, which 

means that my time as your Youth MP is almost at its end. 

The role of the Youth MP is to represent the voice of young people  

in Westminster, and one of the best things about the past year 

has been meeting with and talking to so many of you. I hope I’ve 

helped as many as possible. I’m also really pleased to say that 

Westminster is now part of the British Youth Council and the  

UK Youth Parliament. This means that from now on, the voice  

of young people in our city will be heard and resonate across  

the whole of the UK!

While I am sad to leave, I’m excited because it means that someone 

else will have the opportunity to take over. The 2017 Youth Elections 

will be held at the end of February, electing another young person in 

Westminster as their next Youth MP. Turn the page to find out more 

about the elections and why you should get involved.

Until next time!

Youth MP, Westminster

westminsteryouthmp 

@westminster.gov.uk

6 AMBITIOUS  
Tylfe’s business pitch won a prize at 
Westminster Enterprise Week

7  ENTERTAINED 
Find activities near you

7  WIN 
See Justin Bieber in Hyde Park

8 QUIZ  
Would you #SpeakSense? 

Cover photo: Nourhan Meddah, 15,  

from Pimlico
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WHO WILL YOU BE VOTING FOR?

ENGAGED
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The annual Youth Elections  is a chance for us, the 12,000 young people aged 11 

to 18 in Westminster, to select our Youth MP and Deputy Youth MP – the official 

representatives of young people in Westminster – over the coming year. They 

will make sure our views and opinions are being heard and taken into account.

Last year over 6,000 people voted, electing Hamza Taouzzale  and Nishat Uddin as Westminster’s 

Youth MP and Deputy Youth MP. As the Youth MP, Hamza chairs our weekly Youth Council 

meetings, consults with members and officers of the council, and has even debated youth issues 

in the House of Commons as part of the Youth Parliament. The new Youth MP will be doing all of 

these things, so make sure to vote for the candidate that you think will best represent you.

Voting opened on 30th January, and there is still time to cast your vote 

online (or via a paper ballot at your school) until Friday 24th February.

Find out more about this year’s candidates and vote online at  

westminster.gov.uk/youthelections 

Article by the Westminster Youth Council

http://westminster.gov.uk/youthelections


““
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I believe that voting enables young voters to have the ability  

to create change. Voting allows you to raise any concerns you 

may have to the Youth Council and by extension, Parliament.  

This means that you can decide how the UK is run on both  

a local and national level.

- SULAIMAN

I think it is really important that people vote in the Youth 

Elections, so that their voices can be heard and we can have 

a say both locally and nationally.

Why are you voting? What issues matter to you? 

Join the conversation online by using

#ThisIsOurYouth
on Twitter and Instagram.

- ZUBAIR

Young People are a 
strong, vocal group of 
people that cannot be 
ignored. By voting,  
you ensure that the 
people in charge are 
held accountable for 
their actions.

- ISOBEL

Young people need to be 

understood more, and not 

allowed to be ignored. By 

voting, you allow the voices  

of young people to be  
noticed and for the issues 

that matter to you to be  
heard and acted upon.

- JENNY



AMBITIOUS

Westminster Enterprise Week 2016 gave 

Westminster students a chance to present 

their business ideas to Tim Campbell and 

Margaret Mountford, known from The 

Apprentice, in a fierce competition for the 

best pitch. Edit met with Tylfe Charles, 17, 

who was one of the winners. 

“I decided to enter the business pitch 

competition because I thought it was a great 

opportunity - not only to pitch to a successful 

entrepreneur such as Margaret, but also to 

get useful feedback on my idea. At the start of 

the pitch I was a bit nervous, but as it went on 

I calmed down. I realised that they are actual 

people, rather than the stern-faced robot’s you 

see on TV. 

“My winning idea is customised bicycles, which 

are 100% designed by the customer. I came 

up with it after I couldn’t find any business 

that could design the bicycle I wanted, so my 

business would allow people to do anything 

they wish with their bicycle. 

“I am planning on starting my business as 

soon as I get the funding. I am currently 

pitching for investment, so it could happen as 

soon as in a month.

“The best thing about Westminster Enterprise 

Week was all the contacts I gained and all the 

networking I did with other participants at 

the end of the event. If you are thinking about 

starting a business, even if you don’t know 

what it would be, I’d definitely recommend 

going next year.”

TYLFE PITCHING HIS BUSINESS IDEA 

TO MARGARET MOUNTFORD. 
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If you are thinking about starting your own business, Westminster Enterprise 

Week is a great place for inspiration, advice and contacts. Participation takes 

place via your school or college, so make sure to let your teacher know that 

you want to attend the 2017 edition. Find out more at westminster.gov.uk/

westminster-enterprise-week

http://westminster.gov.uk/westminster-enterprise-week
http://westminster.gov.uk/westminster-enterprise-week


The Avenues Youth Project is open 

every Saturday for fun activities 

all year round – join in for games, 

cooking, fashion, arts and crafts and 

sports.  Additionally, during term 

time there is academic support to 

help you catch up or gain a better 

understanding of school work. 

When: Saturdays, 1.30-4pm

Where: 3-7 Third Avenue,  

W10 4NT

Ages: 8-15

Cost: Free

avenues.org.uk

AVENUES SATURDAY CLUB 

Did you know that Church Street 

Library has an area dedicated for 

young people? Come hang out 

in your free time and have fun in 

our gaming area with flat screen 

TVs, games consoles and more! 

When: Monday–Saturday

Where: 67 Church Street,  

NW8 8EU

Ages: 13-19

Cost: Free

churchstreetlibrary@

westminster.gov.uk 

YOUTH AREACHURCH STREET LIBRARY

Boost your football skills 

by joining the Queen’s 

Park Gardens Football 

Academy. Girls only 

sessions available! 

When: Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 

Where: Ilbert Street, W10

Ages: 6-24

Cost: Free

qpgfootball.com

QPG FOOTBALL ACADEMY

Looking for sports, friends and 

fun? Join Safe Haven, a weekly 

basketball club open to young 

people of all abilities. 

When: Mondays, 5-6pm  

(term-time only)

Where: Little Venice Sports Centre, 

10 Crompton Street, W2 1ND

Ages: 14-25

Cost: First session free, then £4 per 

session (mandatory membership 

charge £10 per term)

emmacolverd@gmail.com 

SAFE HAVEN BASKETBALL 

 ENTERTAINED

Join our Instagram competition to win two  

tickets to see one of the most famous pop stars  

on the planet, Justin Bieber, live at the British  

Summertime Hyde Park on Sunday 2nd July!

To be in with a chance of winning, simply: 

- Follow @CityWestminster on Instagram 

- Take a selfie at your favourite Westminster place  

and share it with us by using #BieberinWestminster  

by Monday 6th March. 

Please note that your Instagram profile needs to be public  

for us to see your post! Tickets are provided by AEG Live in 

partnership with Royal Parks.

Terms and conditions apply. Competition is open to Westminster residents or students  

under 19, The winner will be asked for a proof of address. Prize is as stated and cannot  

be transferred or exchanged. No cash alternative will be offered.
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QUIZ

Take Edit’s quiz to find out if you
 would give the right

 

support to a friend
 in need of relations

hip advice. 

by Nourhan Meddah, 15, fr
om Pimlico

Do you

?
A friend tells you her boyfriend won’t let 

her go to a party with you. Someone she 

used to like will be there and he doesn’t 

want her seeing him. Do you:

 Agree. It’s not fair to see people you used to 

like when you have a boyfriend (1)

 Think that it’s a bit full on but don’t say 

anything (2)

 Say it’s wrong. Telling someone what they 

can and can’t do is never ok. (3)

Your friends are laughing and passing 

around a phone with a naked picture of a 

girl one of them is dating. You don’t know 

them that well. How does it make you feel?

 You think it’s funny. If you send a naked photo 

you should know this will happen! (1)

 You feel awkward looking at the picture, but 

do so anyway. (2)

 You think it’s unfair and tell them to stop it. (3)

A friend tells you he loves his boyfriend, 

but that he slapped him in an argument  

this weekend. Do you:

 Feel upset, tell him that it isn’t ok and let  

him know there are places he can get  

help with his behaviour. (3)

 Think nothing of it – everyone fights from 

time to time. (2)

 Feel jealous that your friend is in a  

passionate relationship and you’re not. (1)

A friend shows you a texts she sent her 

boyfriend, saying ‘you’re so lucky you 

have me, no one else would want you.’ 

You tell her:

 The texts are a sign of affection – she 

doesn’t want anyone else to have her! Isn’t 

that sweet, in a way? (1)

 The texts are weird – good partners know 

they’re lucky to have you! (3)

 The texts are fine. It’s not physical abuse, 

so what does it matter? (2)

1 2

3
4

If you scored

5 or under It can be tricky to 

spot and challenge abusive 

behaviour, but it’s important to 

know how. Read up on the facts 

at speaksense.org 

6-10 Not bad! Your thoughts 

are on the right track.  

Find more inspiration at 

speaksense.org

11-12 Well done! You definitely 

#SpeakSense Keep it up and 

spread the word!

Learn more about challenging relationship abuse at speaksense.org 

and  join the conversation online using #SpeakSense
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