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Introduction 
6.0 This plan outlines the current situation in the City of Westminster with 

regards to road safety and casualty numbers, presents the City 
Council’s approach, and reviews progress against national and 
mayoral targets. 

 
Overview 
6.1  This Westminster City Council Road Safety Plan for 2006/07 reports 

on the calendar year 2004 and includes the following: 
• An outline of progress made on the London road 

safety targets; 
• An analysis of where progress has been made in 

reducing the number of casualties and where 
corrective action will be undertaken to address those 
areas where the rate and nature of accidents shows 
some increase; 

• An overview of the road safety initiatives being 
pursued in such areas as pedestrian crossings, traffic 
calming, Safer Routes to Schools projects and work 
with Transport for London (TfL) and the Police; and 

• A review of road safety engineering schemes 
implemented in 2001. This includes an assessment of 
accidents in the three year period before and after 
their implementation.   

 
Westminster Road Safety Plan – 2003 to 2004 - Headline Trends 
6.2  The figures below apply to the combined highway network, i.e. roads 

within the City of Westminster controlled by Westminster City Council, 
Transport for London and the Royal Parks Agency. 

 
6.3  Overall, the total number of casualties classified as Killed and 

Seriously Injury (KSI) have reduced significantly between 2003 and 
2004 from 341 to 281 respectively. 

 
6.4  The KSI breakdown by transport mode and severity shows much 

variation. The key headline changes are as follows:     
 

• A fair reduction in all fatalities from 11 to 9 
 

• A marginal reduction in Pedestrian KSIs from 122 
to 119 

 
• A reasonable reduction in Child KSIs from 17 to 

14 
 

• Compared to the period between 2002 and 2003 
where there was an increase, there has been a most 
welcomed reduction in the number of KSIs 
involving cyclists from 48 to 31 
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• Again compared to the period 2002 to 2003 where 
there was an increase, there has been a most 
welcomed reduction in the number of KSIs that 
involve powered two wheelers from 86 to 57 

 
• Finally, the number of Slight casualties decreased from 

2074 to 1836. 
 
Westminster City Council’s role in promoting Road Safety 
6.5  The Road Traffic Act 1988 gives all local authorities a statutory duty 

to promote road safety on the roads for which they are the highway 
authority. In accordance with this responsibility, Westminster City 
Council has for many years promoted a strong road safety strategy 
that consists of three main strands: 

• A prioritised engineering-based accident remedial 
programme, including developer funded schemes; 

• Placing safety concerns at the core of other highway 
and traffic schemes; and 

• A road safety initiatives programme focused on 
education, training and publicity. 

 
6.6  The Traffic Management Act 2004 places a new Network 

Management Duty on the City Council and the other Local 
Authorities.  Reducing accidents will help to reduce delay to all road 
users. 

 
The City Council’s Accident Remedial Programme 
6.7  The prioritised accident remedial programme constantly reviews the 

pattern of personal injury accidents in Westminster and seeks to 
identify locations with a poor accident record, or wider patterns of 
accidents, where engineering measures could contribute to reducing 
the number and severity of casualties. In general terms, priority is 
given to measures that are likely to deliver the greatest safety 
benefits. 

 
Safety at the core of other Schemes 
6.8  Other programmes of investment in highway and transport 

improvement place safety high on the agenda and seek to “design in” 
safety improvements as a matter of course. This includes highway 
improvements delivered as a result of third party developments within 
the City of Westminster through the Safety Audit and Reviews 
undertaken during the preparation and implementation of schemes. 

 
The City Council’s Educating, Training and Publicity Programme  
6.9  The road safety initiatives programme includes a diverse range of 

activities that are delivered by the City Council’s Road Safety Unit. 
These include: 

• the provision of advice and training to teachers; 
• cycle training for children and adults and training for 

drivers providing council services;  
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• campaign work such as Walk to School Week and 
support on London or national initiatives, such as 
those on motorcycle safety; 

• providing the City’s school crossing patrol service; 
• Providing ‘Kerbcraft’ training for younger children via a 

Government focused initiative; and 
• Development of School Travel Plans. 

 
 
National Road Safety Targets 
6.10  The National Road Safety Strategy was adopted by the Government 

in March 2000 and is set out in the Department for Transport 
publication ‘Tomorrow’s Roads – Safer for Everyone’. It identified 
three key national casualty reduction targets that local authorities are 
obliged to work towards.  This focus on: 

• to reduce the most serious of personal injury 
accidents and also; and 

• the need to reduce accidents that involve children. 
 
6.11  The three National Road Safety Targets are: 

• To reduce the number of people killed and seriously 
injured in Great Britain in road accidents by 40% by 
2010, compared with the average for 1994-98; 

• To reduce the number of children killed and seriously 
injured by 50% by 2010, compared with the average 
for 1994-98; and 

• To reduce the slight casualty rate by 10% by 2010, 
expressed as the number of people slightly injured 
per 100 million vehicle kilometres, compared with the 
average for 1994-98. * 

 
6.12  These National Road Safety Targets received further emphasis in the 

Government’s ten year transport strategy ‘Transport 2010 – The 10 
Year Plan’, which was also published in 2000. 

 
London’s Road Safety Targets 
6.13  In London, the Mayor has followed the national guidance and has set 

additional targets for the reduction of casualties amongst the most 
vulnerable road users, namely pedestrians, pedal cyclists and motor 
cyclists. 

 
6.14  These targets are set out in the Mayor’s Transport Strategy of July 

2001:  
• A 40% reduction in the number of pedestrians killed 

and seriously injured in road accidents; 
 

• A 40% reduction in the number of cyclists killed and 
seriously injured in road accidents; and 

 
• A 40% reduction in the number of motorcyclists killed 

and seriously injured in road accidents. 
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6.15  The London Road Safety Plan further emphasises these objectives 

and is currently being updated by TfL. 
 
6.16  By 2005, there has been much success in Westminster and across 

London at large in meeting the London road safety targets. So much 
so, the number of people killed on London’s roads fell by 21% 
between 2003 and 2004. Therefore the Mayor of London has called 
for these to be appraised and become more challenging over the 
remaining period up to 2010. It is therefore expected that there will be 
a review of the London Road Safety targets in 2005.   

 
 
Definitions 
 
* The target is for a reduction in slight casualties per 100 million vehicle 
kilometres travelled, although there is an absence of guidance at this stage 
from DfT as to how these are to be measured. 
 
Killed and Seriously Injured – definition 
A ‘killed’ accident is defined as those cases where death occurs in less than 
30 days as a result of an accident. A ‘seriously injured’ case is described as 
an accident or injury for which a person is detained in hospital as an in-
patient. Or, whether or not they are detained in hospital, for other injuries such 
as a fracture or concussion. Also this applies to injuries causing death 30 or 
more days after the accident.     
 
Slight Injury accident – definition 
An injury of a minor character, such as a sprain or neck whiplash, though not 
necessarily requiring medical treatment, such as a bruise or cut. A slight injury 
accident is not judged to be serious where only roadside medical attention is 
required. 
 
Table 6.1 
MAYOR’S CASUALTY TARGETS FOR ALL ROADS IN WESTMINSTER + 
   

  
  

 
Category 

1994-98 
Baseline 

2003 total 2004 Total 2003-
2004 

 

2010 
Target 

Reduction 

2010 
Target  

Outturn 
Killed & Seriously 
Injured casualties 
(KSI)  Casualties Casualties 

 
 

Casualties 

 
 

Change % Casualties 
All KSI casualties 409 (14.2) 341 (11) 281 (9) < 40 245 
Of which:        
Pedestrians 179 (10.4) 122 (4) 119 (7) < 40 107 
Pedal Cyclists 38 (0.8) 48 (1) 31 (0) < 40 23 
Motor Cyclists 65 (1.4) 86 (6) 57 (2) < 40 39 
Children 23 (0.4) 17 (0) 14 (0) < 50 12 
Slight Casualties            
All Slight casualties 2384 2074 1836 < 

 
10 2146 

+ Roads in Westminster for which the City Council, Transport for London and the Royal Parks Agency 
are the responsible authorities. The numbers in brackets indicate the number of fatal casualties 
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6.17  It will be noted that the targets above relate to all roads in 

Westminster, regardless of whether Westminster, Transport for 
London (TfL) or the Royal Parks Agency are the responsible 
authorities.  

 
6.18  While the City Council is responsible for road safety education, 

training and publicity over the whole of Westminster’s geographical 
area, Westminster has limited formal responsibility or influence over 
the design, implementation and management of road safety schemes 
on TfL or The Royal Park’s roads. The City Council has repeatedly 
expressed its opposition to the setting of casualty targets on roads 
that it is not responsible for, which include TfL roads.     

 
Progress towards the targets 
6.19  Table 2 below shows the trend of casualties in Westminster (all 

roads) since 1990, which includes the DfT’s baseline years of 1994-
1998. It should be noted that elements of the dataset before 1998 
have been updated by TfL’s London Road Safety Unit (LRSU) to 
capture previously recorded accidents that were missing from the 
original database. The difference as a result of this update is 
considered to be minimal.  

 
6.20  The LRSU collates accident and casualty statistics for the whole of 

London. It is managed by TfL in partnership with the Metropolitan 
Police and City of London Police. The data supplied by the LRSU 
draws from reports submitted by police officers at the scene of 
accidents and the data is broken down into various categories, 
including severity, vehicle type and time of day. Term consultants are 
commissioned by the City Council to process, analyse and store road 
safety investigation data received from the LRSU
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Table 6.2 
CASUALTIES SINCE 1990 – ALL ROADS IN WESTMINSTER 
   
   Severity Of Casualty 
 Year Killed Serious Total KSI Slight Total all 

accidents 
1990 19 532 551 2835 3386 
1991 26 501 527 2356 2883 
1992 18 486 504 2298 2802 
1993 14 454 468 2271 2739 
1994 14 480 494 2250 2744 
1995 16 325 341 2234 2575 
1996 16 374 390 2435 2825 
1997 16 373 389 2447 2836 
1998 9 420 429 2556 2985 
1999 12 347 359 2605 2964 
2000 19 373 392 2538 2930 
2001 15 360 375 2362 2737 
2002 15 321 336 2128 2464 
2003 11 330 341 2074 2415 
2004 9 272 281 1836 2117 
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Figure 6.1: KSI Casualties on all roads in Westminster 

Figure 6.2:  Total  Casualt ies on al l  roads in Westminster
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Figure 6.3: Total Slight Casualt ies on al l  roads in Westminster
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Westminster in comparison with neighbouring authorities 
6.21  Table 3 shows the number of casualties on all roads in Westminster 

in 2004 compared with six neighbouring London Borough authorities. 
It is noted that the number of casualties in Westminster is significantly 
higher than the other boroughs. However, this must be taken in the 
context of Westminster’s high daytime visitor population. It is 
understood that more than one million people are present in 
Westminster during a typical weekday and these comprise the many 
workers, visitors and residents that use the transport network daily. 
Furthermore, a high proportion of tourists in central London are 
unfamiliar with the heavy traffic flows or with traffic driving on the left 
and so are more vulnerable to road related accidents. 

 
Table 6.3 
CASUALTIES IN 2004 – WESTMINSTER AND NEIGHBOURING 
AUTHORITIES      
        
Borough Total Total (Percentage) of Casualties - 2004   

  Killed & 
Serious 
Injury 

Combined KSI and Slight Injury accidents                                   

   Peds Children Cyclists Motor 
Cyclists 

Cars/       
Taxis 

Westminster 2117 281            
(13.3%) 

631           
(29.8%) 

97           
(4.6%) 

268           
(12.7%) 

436           
(20.6%) 

522           
(24.7%) 

Brent 1213 155           
(12.8%) 

236      
(19.5%) 

133            
(11.0%) 

65            
(5.4) 

159            
(13.1%) 

660            
(54.4%) 

Camden 1174 148           
(12.6%) 

324          
(27.6%) 

78           
(6.6%) 

189           
(16.1%) 

238           
(20.3%) 

305           
(26.0%) 

City 343 44              
(12.8) 

102           
(29.7%) 

4           
(1.2%) 

80           
(23.3%) 

81            
(23.6%) 

43            
(12.5%) 

Kensington 
& Chelsea 

741 105          
(14.2%) 

165             
(22.3) 

32        
(4.3%) 

96          
(13.0%) 

205           
(27.7%) 

230            
(31.0%) 

Lambeth 1415 167            
(11.8%) 

296            
(20.9%) 

107        
(7.6%) 

196         
(13.9%) 

327           
(23.1%) 

450           
(31.8%) 

Wandsworth 1203 150           
(12.5%) 

220            
(18.3%) 

72        
(6.0%) 

169         
(14.0%) 

306           
(25.4%) 

399           
(33.2%) 
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The Local Implementation Plan  
6.22  As part of the Local Implementation Plan process (LIP), boroughs are 

required to report to the Mayor of London on achievement to meeting 
the London Road Safety Targets. 

 
6.23  Since the inception of the London Road Safety Plan Targets, the City 

Council has consistently reported through Borough Spending 
Programme (BSP) submission to TfL, which includes a copy of The 
Westminster Road Safety Plan. The only areas that require additional 
input between the BSP and LIP processes is the requirement to 
report on: 

• All vehicle classifications, and; 
• by ethnicity. 

 
Casualty records by all vehicle classifications 
6.24  Whilst the City Council reports on the established road safety targets 

that involve all casualties grouped together and then the most 
vulnerable road users namely all pedestrians, children, cyclists and 
motor cyclists, it does not break down the number of casualties by 
the other categories, namely: 

• Car occupants 
• Bus or coach occupants, and; 
• Other vehicle occupants. 

    
6.25  To address this, the following tables outline the yearly total number of 

casualties for all these groups combined for the years 2003 and 
2004, against the 1994 to 1998 average for KSI and Slight severity 
rates. 

 
Table 6.4: Slight Casualties in Westminster – all roads 
 
User Group 2003 2004 1994-1998 

average 
Pedestrians 546 512 652.8 
Cycles 257 237 303.4 
Powered two wheelers 428 379 467.2 
Car occupants 435 384 579.0 
Bus & coach occupants 272 211 213.0 
Other vehicle occupants 136 113 169.0 
Total 2,074 1,836 2,384.4 
Source TfL 2005 
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Table 6.5: Killed and Seriously Injured Casualties in Westminster – all roads 
 
User Group 2003 2004 1994-1998 

average 
Pedestrians 122 119 178.8 
Cycles 48 31 38.4 
Powered two wheelers 86 57 64.8 
Car occupants 45 48 71.4 
Bus & coach occupants 26 18 36.2 
Other vehicle occupants 14 8 19.0 
Total 341 281 408.6 
 

Children - under 16 17 14 22.6 
Source TfL 2005 
 
6.26  The significant improvement in casualty reduction demonstrates that 

the City Council’s road safety strategy in partnership with TfL and 
other stakeholders is delivering substantial progress in meeting the 
London Road Safety targets, as described elsewhere in this 
document. 

 
Casualty rates by ethnicity 
6.27  Guidance issued by Transport for London states that data relating to 

road safety should be disaggregated by ethnic group for all 
pedestrian injuries.  Officers have recently received this information 
and the breakdown provides information for: 

• White-Skinned European; 
• Dark-Skinned European; 
• Afro-Caribbean; 
• Asian; 
• Oriental; 
• Arab; and 
• Not Known. 
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Table 6.6: Casualties in Westminster by ethnicity for the years 2002-2004 – all 
roads 
 
2002 Ethnic Group Killed Serious  Slight  Total 
 White Skinned European 3 66 272 341 
 Dark Skinned European 1 2 26 29 
 Afro-Caribbean 0 11 50 61 
 Asian 1 3 23 27 
 Oriental 1 6 25 32 
 Arab 0 5 23 28 
 Not known 4 25 103 132 
 Total 10 118 522 650 
2003 Ethnic Group Killed Serious  Slight  Total 
 White Skinned European 2 67 242 311 
 Dark Skinned European 1 12 40 53 
 Afro-Caribbean 0 7 46 53 
 Asian 0 4 30 34 
 Oriental 0 6 29 35 
 Arab 0 2 25 27 
 Not known 1 20 134 155 
 Total 4 118 546 668 
2004 Ethnic Group Killed Serious Slight Total 
 White Skinned European 2 67 255 324 
 Dark Skinned European 0 9 35 44 
 Afro-Caribbean 1 7 39 47 
 Asian 0 2 20 22 
 Oriental 0 4 27 31 
 Arab 0 4 23 27 
 Not known 4 19 113 136 
 Total 7 112 512 631 
Source TfL 2005 
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Westminster Road Safety targets  
6.28  This Road Safety Plan for 2006/07 sets out how the City of 

Westminster intends to achieve the casualty reduction targets up to 
the year 2010, taking into account the Mayor's Transport Strategy for 
London and the Mayor’s Road Safety Strategy. The table below 
shows the City Council’s targets for casualty reduction on the 
Westminster Highway Network alone up to 2010.  

 
Table 6.7 
CASUALTY TARGETS FOR ROADS FOR WHICH WESTMINSTER IS 
THE HIGHWAY AUTHORITY 
      
Category 1994-98 

Baseline  
2003 total 2004 total 2010 

Target 
Reduction 

2010 
Target 
Outturn 

Killed & 
Seriously 
Injured 
casualties Casualties

* 
Casualties

* 

 
 
 

Casualties
* 

% 
 

Number of 
casualties 

All KSI 
casualties 302  245  

 
202  40 181 

Of which:      
Pedestrians 137 (5.2) 96 (4) 96 (4) 40 82 
Pedal Cyclists 30 (0.6) 36 (0) 21 (0) 40 18 
Motor Cyclists 47 (0.2) 58 (2) 36 (0) 40 28 
Children 16 (0.2) 11 (0) 8 (0) 50 8 
Slight 
Casualties     

 
    

All Slight 
casualties 1764 1516 

 
1341 10 1588 

 
* The numbers in brackets indicate the number of fatal casualties 

# The 1994-98 base-line rate is as amended by the LAAU data review 

 
6.29 The next sections of this document report on progress made towards the 

above targets, followed by an overview of how the City Council’s 
many road safety initiatives contribute towards making the streets of 
Westminster safer.   
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Road Safety Targets – Progress in 2003 
Reducing casualties 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6.30  On Westminster’s roads alone this equates to a reduction from 302 to 

181 between 2000 and 2010 
 

 

 
6.31  Figure 2.1.2 below identifies that there was a marginal increase in the 

number of KSIs between 2002 and 2003, though this trend has not 
persisted into 2004, where there has been a reduction. This progress 

To reduce the number of people killed and seriously injured in 
Great Britain in road accidents by 40% by 2010, compared with an 

average for 1994-98. 
 

National Road Safety Target 

Figure 6.4: Proportions of KSI casualties by mode of travel in 
Westminster in 2004 (Westminster Highway Network)
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has ensured that the London Road Safety Target in Westminster 
continues to be met.  

 
 

 
 
 

F i g u r e  6 . 5 :  K S I  C a s u a l t i e s  i n  W e s t m i n s t e r  t o  2 0 0 4
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6.32  On Westminster’s roads alone this equates to a reduction from 1764 
to 1588, between 2000 and 2010  

 
6.33  The target is for a reduction in slight casualties per 100 million vehicle 

kilometres travelled, although there is an absence of guidance at this 
stage from DfT as to how these are to be measured. 

 
6.34  The Government and the Mayor of London have set a target of 

reducing the slight casualty rate. Unsurprisingly, the trend in 
Westminster during the past two decades follows the pattern seen 
elsewhere in the country with steady progress during the 1980's and 
into the early 1990's being offset by increases in recent years. 

 
6.35  The national target for 2010 is for a reduction in slight casualties per 

100 million vehicle kilometres travelled.  As with all of the road safety 
targets in London, further adjustment may be needed in future years 
when the effects of congestion charging are fully known. The data 
used to calculate Figure 2.1.4 shows casualties without adjustment 
for the volume of travel as comprehensive traffic volume data is not 
available.  It shows that the target for 2010 has already been 
achieved and that the downward trend continues. 

 

 

To reduce the slight casualty rate by 10% by 2010, expressed as the 
number of people slightly injured per 100 million vehicle kilometres, 

compared with the national average for 1994-98 
 

National Road Safety Target 
 

Figure 6.7: Slight Casualties in Westminster on Borough Roads

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

1990 '92 '94 '96 '98 2000 '02 '04 '06 '08 2010

Year

Total Slight
1994-1998 Baseline
2010 Target



 306 

 
Reducing pedestrian casualties 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.36  On Westminster’s roads alone this equates to a reduction from 137 to 

82, between 2000 and 2010 
 

6.37  In 2004 there were 420 slight pedestrian related accidents and 96 
KSIs. This represents a reduction in the number of slight pedestrian 
casualties in 2003 when there were 440. The number of KSIs 
remained the same over this period. 

 
6.38  Over the years, a substantial amount of work has been undertaken to 

improve conditions for pedestrians in Westminster. Given the 
sizeable number of visitors to this part of central London and the fact 

A 40% reduction in the number of pedestrians killed and 
seriously injured in road accidents 

 
London Road Safety Target 

 

Figure 6.8:  KSI Pedestr ian Casualt ies on Westminster Roads
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that many of their journeys are on foot, and will continue to be so, 
conflicts with vehicles will be an ongoing issue. The continuing 
fluctuations in the economy, the encouragement of more non-car 
forms of transport and a general increase in the number of 
pedestrians in the City means that Westminster City Council is 
committed to improving safety for these vulnerable road users. 

 
6.39  The target, of a 40% reduction in the number of pedestrians killed 

and seriously injured in road accidents equates to a reduction from 
137 to 82 on Westminster’s Highway Network by 2010. In other terms 
this can be expressed as an annual reduction of 5.5 killed and 
seriously injured casualties per year. Figure 2.2.3 below identifies 
that between 2000 and 2003, the combined killed and serious injury 
casualties have slightly increased so this target is not currently being 
met.  This is thought to be a result of increased pedestrian numbers 
although further research is required. 

 
6.40  Figure 6.8 illustrates that in 2005, progress in Westminster is being 

made to meet this target, although the trend has somewhat flattened 
between 2002 and 2004. 

 
6.41  Figure 6.9 below illustrates all casualty related accidents that involve 

pedestrians since 1990. 
 

Figure 6.9: Pedestrian Casualties on Westminster Roads
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Reducing child casualties 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.42  On Westminster’s roads alone this equates to a reduction from 16 to 

8, between 2000 and 2010 
 

6.43  In the period 1994 to 1998, the average number of children killed and 
seriously injured in road traffic accidents on Westminster's roads 
was16 per year. In 2003, the total number of killed and seriously 
injured children's casualties in Westminster was 11. In 2004, the total 
number of children KSI defined casualties reduced to 8, of which 
again none were fatalities. 

 
6.44  The National Road Safety Target of a 50% reduction by the year 

2010 will require an annual reduction of about one KSI casualty per 
year if the target of 8 is to be achieved. As the total number of child 
casualties is low, from a statistical point of view, it is difficult to 
identify a pattern or spread of child casualties, and random effects 
can distort casualty reduction trends.  The Mayor of London's target 
of a 50% reduction will therefore require careful attention if the target 
is to be achieved. 

 
6.45  Child pedestrians are especially vulnerable and there has been much 

recent research into the national pattern of accidents that involve 
children. Evidence from the Department for Transport, TfL and the 

To reduce the number of children killed and seriously injured by 
50% by 2010, compared to the average for 1994-98 

 
National Road Safety Target 

 

Figure 6.10: Child KSI Casualties on Westminster Roads
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City Council on social deprivation in Westminster has identified the 
following trends:  

• There is a sharp peak of casualties at age range of 10 
- 15, the age of transfer to secondary school; 

• Boys are involved in more accidents than girls; and 
• Children from deprived areas are more likely to have 

accidents.  
 
6.46  Typically the highest monthly figures for child accidents are recorded 

in May, June, July and August.  At this time of year the evenings 
have more daylight and the desire and opportunity to play outside is 
the greatest.  A high number of casualties were also recorded during 
March and April, a fact that is thought to be due to the Easter school 
holidays.   

 

 
6.47  Most child casualties occur in the late afternoon and evening, and 

few are recorded as being on the journey to or from school.  In part 
this may be a reflection of increased travel patterns at this time of day 
with the overlap in commuter journeys and the journey to and from 
leisure and entertainment centres.  

 
6.48  Therefore, consideration will be given to reducing child casualties by 

extending the provision of safer facilities for children beyond the 
immediate vicinity of schools that will include residential districts and 
other areas where children are vulnerable. 

 
6.49  There are some road safety issues that are unique to Westminster; 

significant among these is the high proportion of tourists that visit the 
many attractions in the area. Consequently there is also a high 
number of child tourists and a sizeable proportion of these are injured 

Figure 6.11: Child Slight Casualties on Westminster Roads
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on the roads of Westminster. In future, consideration will be given to 
ensuring that works undertaken in the main tourist areas are the 
subject of a child safety audit. 

 
6.50  Figure 6.12 below illustrates the fluctuating and the low rates that are 

attributed to accidents that involve children. 
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Reducing pedal cyclist casualties 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6.51  On Westminster’s roads alone this equates to a reduction from 30 to 

18, between 2000 and 2010  
 
6.52  In the early 1990s, there was a substantial reduction in cyclist 

casualties followed by a gradual increase until a peak in 1998. In 
2003 there were 36 cyclists who were killed and seriously injured. 
This was a considerable increase in the rate from 2002 that was 21. 
However in 2004, this rate has reduced to 21, which is in line with the 
trend of recent years. 

 
6.53  Whilst there is no direct explanation why the KSI trend for cyclists 

had increased considerably in 2003, it is believed that the significant 
rise in the number of cyclists that ride into central London since 
congestion charging commenced in February 2003 would have had 
some impact on the number of casualty related accidents that 
occurred over this period. In context, TfL report that the number of 
cyclists that enter central London have increased by 31% since 
congestion charging commenced. However, it is welcomed that the 
2003 hiatus of casualty related accidents that involve cyclists has not 
persisted into 2004.  The City Council will keep progress towards this 
target under careful review.   

A 40% reduction in the number of cyclists killed and seriously injured 
in road accidents 

 
London Road Safety Target 
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6.54  The greater proportion of cycle trips are commuter journeys and this 
is reflected in the distribution of accidents with pronounced peaks 
during the working week and during the peak hour periods.  

 
6.55  Westminster City Council will continue to monitor and address any 

accident problems arising from new initiatives, such as the World 
Squares project and congestion charging to safeguard cyclists. Under 
its commitment to develop London Cycle Network Plus (LCN+) 
routes, the City Council will ensure that Westminster City Council will 
continue to provide free cycle training to residents, workers and 
schools. 

 

Figure 6.15: Pedal Cycle Casualties on Westminster Roads
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Reducing motorcyclist casualties  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.56  On Westminster’s roads alone this equates to a reduction from 47 to 
28 by 2010  

 
6.57  Since 1991, the casualty rate for motorcyclists has increased, 

although there has been an encouraging levelling-off during the 
previous three years and a decrease in 2002. Despite a notable 
increase between 2002 and 2003, it is most welcoming to report that 
the number of casualty related accidents have been the lowest in 
2004, since at least 1990. 

 
6.58  It is believed that national and TfL sponsored road safety campaigns 

that target motorcycles must have influenced this trend. This 
progress means that it is possible that the 2010 target could be met, 
see figure 2.5.1.  

 
6.59  The fluctuation in the number of powered two wheeler KSIs over the 

period of 2002 to 2004 is partially due to the resurgence of interest in 
motorcycles and the general improvement of the national economy. 
Notably, many older riders are reportedly rediscovering the 
advantages of motorcycling. In addition, motorcycles are exempt from 
payment of the Congestion Charge in central London. TfL monitoring 
indicates that there has been an increase of some 12% of trips by 
this mode entering the charging zone on a typical weekday.  

 
6.60  Tackling the problems faced by motorcyclists is not easy, as many of 

the suggested options would require motorcyclists to surrender many 
of the advantages that their vehicles can offer. For example, the 
greater manoeuvrability of motorcycles enables them to filter through 
stationary or slow moving traffic, yet, all too frequently, this results in 
conflict with pedestrians taking advantage of the same traffic 
conditions to cross the road. 

 
6.61  Despite a recent period of a burgeoning number of casualty related 

accidents between 2000 and 2003 that involved motorcycles, the 
recent downward trend for 2004 is most welcomed.  In order to 
address certain accidents that involve motorcyclists at key junctions 
and sections of road, the City Council is proposing to allow riders to 
use certain bus lanes for a trial period in 2005/06.  It is recognised 
that close and careful monitoring is essential and the City Council will 
use TfL funding for the continued use of TRL Databike.    

 
 
 

A 40% reduction in the number of motorcyclists killed and seriously 
injured in road accidents 

 
London Road Safety Target 
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Figure 6.16: KSI Motorcycle Casualties on Westminster Roads
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Figure 6.17: Slight Motorcycle Casualties on Westminster Roads
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Figure 6.18: Motorcycle Casualties on Westminster Roads
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Approach for achieving the road safety targets 
6.62  The road safety policy of the City Council is typically carried out in 

three areas, namely:  
• Engineering; 
• Education; and 
• Enforcement. 

 
6.63  To effectively deliver the City Council’s road safety policy, Council 

resources are drawn from a number of key partners. Such partners 
include Transport for London, The Royal Parks the City Council’s 
service providers, engineers, road safety officers, teachers and the 
Metropolitan Police.  

 
6.64  There has been a downward trend in overall road casualties in 

Westminster, particularly since a specialist unit within the City Council 
was created in 1980.  Even so, continual effort is required each year 
to maintain this trend and to meet the long-term targets that have 
been set and the City Council continues to monitor, develop and 
enhance the service offered.   

 
6.65  In thisplan, the three areas where road safety policy is carried out are 

described. 
 
Engineering 
The Accident Remedial Programme process 
6.66  Civil engineering solutions have proven to be an important method 

used by the City Council for many years. The process for delivering 
such projects is summarised as follows: 

• Historically there are always locations on the highway 
network where there are known accident problems; 

• These locations are subject to continual review and 
are then prioritised for investigations; 

• Those locations that are prioritised are investigated in 
greater detail, a practice that includes the assessment 
of the accident trends; 

• During this process, cost and accident saving 
estimates are calculated for each option in order to 
assess their value for money. These options are then 
prioritised in accordance to their accident reduction 
value; 

• A feasibility study of remedial measures is then 
undertaken to target the problems identified; 

• A proposed scheme is then designed and considered 
for inclusion in the City Council’s Accident Remedial 
Programme to source funding through the Borough 
Spending Plan (BSP) process or through other 
funding avenues such as developer contributions; and 

• Once funding is secured the scheme proceeds to 
detailed design, approval and implementation. 
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Other Engineering Solutions 
6.67  Other civil engineering solutions include the “designing in” of safety 

considerations in all highway and traffic schemes through formal 
audits and the design and implementation process. 

 
6.68  Remedial options incorporate various engineering measures that 

address complex safety problems. Such measures include: 
• alterations to traffic signals; 
• installations of pedestrian crossings (controlled and 

uncontrolled); 
• skid resistant surfacing; 
• street lighting; 
• kerb buildouts and road re-alignments; 
• footway paving improvements; 
• improved signing and road markings; and 
• improved parking provision. 

 
6.69  As mentioned above, when a scheme receives approval, each design 

that is recommended for construction has to undergo a Safety Audit, 
which is a series of safety checks. The City Council’s term consultant 
independently carries out Safety Audits on its behalf, at every 
significant stage of a scheme’s design and construction. 

 
6.70  With each scheme, the City Council seeks to address the 

Government’s and Mayor’s Road Safety targets, in addition to 
addressing the specific road safety needs throughout the 
Westminster area.  These schemes also aim to reduce the severity of 
personal injury. 

 
Funding Programmes 
6.71  Once a proposed accident remedial scheme design has been 

agreed, it is then recommended for inclusion in the list of sites for 
funding under the City Council’s Accident Remedial Programme, that 
is part of the BSP Local Safety Scheme bid to TfL. The number of 
schemes implemented each year is restricted by limitations in funding 
and therefore only the highest priority sites are short-listed. 

  
6.72  To this end, many sites are identified as requiring remedial measures 

for improving road safety each year. The locations include junctions, 
a length of road or a specific area, or particular measures over a 
defined area, which are usually termed ‘mass action’ schemes.  

 
6.73  Generally, schemes that are part of the Local Safety Schemes 

Programme in one year’s BSP, but which do not receive funding, are 
assessed again for the following year’s priority list.  

 
6.74  The City Council has shortlisted schemes for funding under the 

2006/07 BSP bid for consideration by TfL, please see main BSP 
document. For reference table 3.1 below summarises the proposed 
programme for 2006/07. 
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Table 6.8: 2006/07 Local Safety Schemes Bid 
 

Scheme 
Location 

Ward Scheme Description 3 year 
acciden
t record 

Predicted 
annual 

reduction 
in 

accidents 

Cost 
£000s 

Scheme 
investigation for 
2006/07 – 

City wide Locations to be 
determined from long 
list of sites with 
accident rates above 
City wide expected 
average rates 

N/A N/A 120.0 

1Charing Cross 
Road/ 
Cranbourn 
Street 

West End Widen existing 
pedestrian crossings, 
improve street lighting 
and provide skid 
resistant surfacing 

31 6.9 40.9 

2 Berwick Street 
Noel Street-
Brewer Street 

West End Physical measures to 
reinforce prohibited 
movements 

13 2.2 63.9 

3 Fernhead 
Road Shirland 
Road-Carlton 
Vale 

Harrow 
Road 

Carriageway markings 
and contrasting 
coloured surfacing at 
junctions 

8 1.4 49.2 

4 Lupus Street 
Westmoreland 
Terrace- 
Belgrave Road 

Tachbrook
/Warwick/ 
Churchill 

Street lighting 
improvements, entry 
treatment and 
advance warning 
signs 

18 0.66 37.2 

5 Sutherland 
Avenue Harrow 
Road-Shirland 
Road 

Westbour
ne 

Carriageway markings 
and contrasting 
coloured surfacing at 
junctions 

7 0.9 51.8 

6 Exhibition 
Road 
Kensington 
Gore-College 
Road 

Knights 
bridge and 
Belgravia 

Prohibition of U turns 20 0.61 40.1 

7 Oxford 
Street/Regent 
Street 

West End Revise tactile paving 
layout, improve secret 
signs, provide skid 
resistant surfacing and 
improve street lighting 

43 2.13 180.1 

8 South Audley 
Street Curzon 
Street to 
Grosvenor 
Square 
 

West End Provision of skid 
resistant surface 
treatment 

9 0.4 34.1 

9 Parliament 
Square/ 
Parliament 
Street 

St 
James’s 

Lane discipline 
markings, cycle 
advanced stop lines, 
signing improvements 
and skid resistant 
surfacing 

38 0.68 84.3 

10 
Northumberland 
Avenue/ 
Trafalgar 
Square 

St 
James’s 

Lane discipline 
markings and cycle 
lane and advance stop 
line 

6 July 
2003-
Nov 
2004 

0.36 44.6 



 320 

Scheme 
Location 

Ward Scheme Description 3 year 
acciden
t record 

Predicted 
annual 

reduction 
in 

accidents 

Cost 
£000s 

11 Oxford Street 
– Harewood 
Place/Holles 
Street to New 
Bond Street 

West End/ 
Marylebon
e High 
Street 

Combined Safety and 
bus operation 
proposals 

96 three 
years to 
end of 
Sept 
2004 

17.33 567 

Scheme bid for in 2004, but no grant was awarded in 2005/06 

12 Great 
Cumberland 
Place/ 
Marble Arch 
 

Bryanston 
and 
Dorset 
Square 
 

Green man pedestrian 
crossing facilities 
 
 
 

21 three 
years to 
end of 
Sept 
2003 

3.0 
 
 
 
 

80 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Other schemes 
6.75  Other major schemes such as the long-term closure of Bishops 

Bridge Road or the redevelopment of the Paddington Basin involve 
significant engineering improvements on Westminster’s roads.  All of 
these schemes and initiatives will be the subject of close monitoring 
and safety checks to ensure that they do not increase casualty rates 
in Westminster. 

 
Education, Training and Policy 
6.76  The most effective way to advocate road safety to the community in 

Westminster, and its visitors, is an active programme of education, 
training and publicity. Typically, the initiatives target the most 
vulnerable road users with the highest incidence of killed and serious 
injury accidents. These include pedestrians, pedal cyclists, 
motorcyclists and children. 

 
6.77  Children and the elderly are the most vulnerable age groups as most 

crashes involving them result in more severe injuries or deaths 
compared to other age groups.  It is therefore important that the road 
safety message reaches these road users as a matter of priority.  

 
6.78  The City Council aims to use its position within the community to 

extend support for the promotion of road safety. It will set an example 
through its various Committees and Departments, gaining the support 
of politicians and ‘celebrities’ for publicity opportunities and extending 
the promotional reach to the broader community. It will also buy in 
services for the provision of: 

 
• Structured and ongoing road safety education and 

training to children, their parents and guardians and 
elderly community members; and 

 
• Bespoke road safety promotional campaigns, for 

example the ‘Be Safe-Be Seen’ campaign, that would 
build awareness within targeted road user groups.  
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6.79  Building road safety awareness is the foundation for developing 

better road safety attitudes and skills. It is proven practice that the 
first place to start road safety education is at preparatory and primary 
schools. This enables the earliest opportunity to incorporate a 
positive attitude to road safety. 

 
6.80  Parents and guardians should be part of the process for teaching 

children about road safety, as they are best placed to communicate 
with pre-school infants. At primary school level, road safety can be 
incorporated into the normal education curriculum.  

 
Addressing the targets 
Pre-school: Children Under Five Years  
6.81  Although road accident casualties involving children under five are 

low, this age group is an important target for road safety education 
programmes. Children who are taught about the dangers of roads at 
an early age are more likely to learn and retain good road user habits 
and safer practices.   

 
6.82  Training programmes are carried out by the City Council by regular 

visits to pre-school groups throughout Westminster. Road safety is 
introduced to young children through a variety of media videos, 
picture book packs, discussion groups, stories, games and role-plays 
using pelican and zebra crossing equipment. 

 
6.83  Parent and staff groups are also advised on road safety training, as 

visits from the Road Safety Unit alone would not ensure the 
continued reminders that young children need. Promotional materials 
and literature are usually provided to the children to assist retention 
of awareness. 

 
6.84  The City Council also supports and promotes the children’s ‘Traffic 

Club’ for the under fives. If parents/guardians choose to join the club, 
they will receive a new traffic club book every six months for the next 
three years. The Road Safety Unit also advises parents on traffic 
safety when travelling with babies and young children as passengers 
in motor vehicles.  

 
6.85  The City Council has successfully attained funding from the DfT to 

introduce a pilot network of Child Pedestrian Training Schemes in 
areas where there are high child casualty rates. 

 
 
Primary Schools 
6.86  The City Council continues to promote the teaching of road safety in 

primary schools. This will encourage schools to recognise road safety 
education as an essential and integral part of the education syllabus. 
To this end, a planned and co-ordinated Road Safety programme has 
been developed between schools and the Road Safety Unit, for 
incorporation into the National Curriculum.  All schools in 
Westminster are encouraged to have a Road Safety Day or a Road 
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Safety Week. This will enable road safety awareness, skills, and 
practices to be more clearly identified in order that continuity and 
progress continues in a dedicated way. 

 
6.87  Resources are available from the Road Safety Unit for use by 

schools to assist safety teaching.  These demonstrate how road 
safety can be incorporated into National Curriculum subjects. 
Examples of the resources include: 

 
• ‘Road Safety Education for 5 to 11 year olds’ – a 

guide for teachers; 
 

• ‘Traffic education in primary and secondary schools – 
a guide for teachers; 

 
• ‘Teaching Road Safety from the Start’ – Royal Society 

for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA); 
 

• ‘Small Beginnings’ – RoSPA; and 
 

• ‘Safe Start’ – RoSPA. 
 
6.88  Teaching equipment includes miniature pelican/zebra crossings and 

videos. These are all available to schools on a free loan basis, and 
service training can be provided to supplement resources for road 
safety education throughout the curriculum. 

 
Secondary Schools and Colleges 
6.89  At this level young motorcyclists and drivers are beginning to develop 

their driving skills and are best targeted at this stage. Drivers aged 
between 17 to 21 years represent 10% of licence holders, and are 
involved in 20% of all accident statistics.  This is mainly due to 
inexperience in hazard perception and crash avoidance ability. 

 
6.90  Many of these relate to pre-driver training with an emphasis on 

developing responsible attitudes. The Road Safety Unit is in 
negotiation with the DSA to visit all secondary schools in Westminster 
in the coming year. 

 
Kerbcraft 
6.91  The City Council is participating in an active and effective ‘KerbCraft’ 

programme that teaches road safety skills to pupils and parents in 
targeted areas of the borough where there are communities with 
evidence of social deprivation. Currently, the City Council is working 
with six schools in this programme. 

 
Publicity Campaigns 
6.92  Support of the national campaigns against; drink driving and 

speeding will take place. Promoting motorcyclist awareness to car 
drivers, teenage safety, seatbelt and mobile telephone law will also 
be carried out. 
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Partnerships 
6.93  The City Council engages national and local business, media, 

voluntary groups and specialists in a wide-ranging publicity 
programme.  The Road Safety Team’s focus is on reinforcing national 
publicity campaigns with local initiatives, together with 
complementary education and training measures.  The City Council 
does not work in isolation, but maintains close links with other 
organisations such as: 

• TfL; 
• The Metropolitan Police Service; 
• The London Fire Brigade; 
• The Royal Parks; 
• Primary healthcare Trust in Westminster, Kensington 

and Chelsea; 
• The Cyclists’ Touring Club and the London Cycling 

Campaign; 
• Local Authority Road Safety Officers Association 

(LARSOA); and 
• The London Accident Prevention Council (LAPC). 

 
6.94  This promotes a cross flow of information and enables new ideas to 

be initiated and developed which can then have the opportunity of 
being co-ordinated on a London-wide basis. 

 
School Travel Plans 
6.95  The School Travel Plan (STP) programme is a national UK 

Government initiative to address concerns about children’s journeys 
to and from school.  Ultimately, a t a national level, the aim of the STP 
programme is to reduce the ‘school run’ and the associated problems 
of increased car use such as congestion, pollution, road safety, as 
well as the need for more active lifestyles particularly for young 
people.  The target is for all schools in the country to have a School 
Travel Plan by 2010.  In London, the target year is 2009.  

 
6.96  During 2003 Westminster City Council commissioned Hyder 

Consulting to develop a strategy for a Safer Routes to School 
Initiative which encompassed all private and public schools for 
children aged 5-18 years old.  The aim of the initiative was to 
encourage children to walk and cycle to school in a safe environment 
by reducing traffic associated with the ‘school run’ and improving 
safety as incentives for creating the conditions conducive to cycling 
and walking.     

 
6.97  Using a combination of criteria such as accident rates, traffic speeds 

and volumes, as well information and surveys collected at site visits, 
79 schools were assessed.  A scoring system was applied to all 
schools to prioritise them according to those most in need of 
improvements to their surroundings. This list was used as a basis for 
a School Travel Plan strategy by identifying the top 10 priority 
schools to benefit from Safe Routes measures via the School Travel 
Plan process during 2004-05. 
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6.98  Following the Hyder Report, Westminster City Council successfully 

bid for the Department for Education and Skills’ grant to employ a 
School Travel Plan Advisor. The Advisor was appointed in August 
2004 to work part-time with the 10 priority schools identified in the 
Report to take the Safe Routes to School programme forward during 
2004-06.    

 
6.99  Section 12 of Westminster City Council’s 2006/07 BSP sets out the 

STP programme for 2006/07 and chapter eight of the Local 
Implementation Plan is the School Travel Plan Strategy, which sets 
out the aims and objectives of this growing area of work.  

 
Enforcement 
6.100 It is a fact of life that there are motorists who do not abide by traffic 

regulations and this can have a detrimental effect on road safety. 
This usually can involve the following: 

• Speeding 
• Drinking and driving 
• Careless and aggressive driving, including mobile 

phone use 
• Disregard for road signs and signals 
• Failure to give way to pedestrians at crossings 

 
6.101 It is imperative that road safety measures have the support of 

enforcement agencies to combat these kind of traffic offences. 
 
The process 
6.102 The strategic aim of the Metropolitan Police Service Traffic Division is 

to reduce crime and the opportunities for criminal activity in relation to 
the use of roads. They work with other partners to report on road 
traffic problems and on road accidents and to minimise the effects of 
traffic congestion. The objectives of the service are as follows: 

 
• To improve road user behaviour and reduce road user 

related crime through more police presence and 
monitoring 

 
• To use an intelligence led approach to identify traffic 

and accident problem sites 
 

• To recognise the significance of providing an 
appropriate response to emergencies, road 
obstructions and special events. 

 
6.103 Also the City Council has a close relationship with the Metropolitan 

Police and the joint enforcement objectives are to: 
• Reduce the levels of dangerous and obstructive illegal 

parking and assist the free flow of traffic 
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• Achieve compliance with regulations introduced to 
promote and support safe movement of all road users 

 
• Reduce the number of unlicensed activities and 

environmental nuisances that take place on the City’s 
streets. 

 
Achieving targets 
The Police - Area Traffic Unit 
6.104 The City of Westminster is located within Central Traffic Unit area 

based at Euston.  This Unit provides 24-hour traffic support to the 
local Police divisions, which includes motorcycle and car patrols, 
accident investigation and traffic management.  The Traffic Unit also 
provides an active education service, aimed principally at the most 
vulnerable road users.  In addition the Police continue to support 
national and local road safety campaigns, e.g. drink-drive, speed 
reduction and seat belts. 

 
6.105 The Police have responsibility for enforcing traffic and parking 

offences on the TfL Road Network. 
 
6.106 The Police liaise closely with the City Council to identify problems 

and review road safety initiatives.  For example, the jumping of red 
lights has been identified as a major contributory factor to poor 
accident records at various junctions in Westminster. Red light 
enforcement cameras have been installed at these sites.    In 
November 2005, the City Council commenced a programme of 
enforcement against certain moving traffic offences such as illegal left 
and right hand turns.  This has been introduced in partnership with 
the Metropolitan Police under the recently enacted power o f the 
London Local Authority Act 2003.  The Metropolitan Police will 
continue to enforce criminal traffic offences. 

 
6.107 As part of a wider partnership initiative with the City Council, the 

Police have produced a current plan of action that concentrates on 
improving the monitoring of reported personal injury accident 
statistics so that enforcement resources can be properly targeted, 
and assess the effectiveness of national campaigns. 

 
The London Fire Brigade 
6.108 The City Council intends to work closer with the London Fire Brigade 

to enhance road safety across the City of Westminster.  It is the 
intention that mutual projects will be developed with both the London 
Fire Brigade headquarters Transportation Policy Group and also the 
Westminster Borough Team. 

 
London Safety Camera Partnership 
6.109 The City Council works with the London Safety Camera Partnership 

in the development of suitable fixed and mobile sites for speed and 
red light enforcement cameras.  
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Pan London Road Safety Group 
6.110 The City Council also works with the Pan London Road Safety 

Group. 
 
Review of Road Safety Schemes  
6.111 Schemes for which full three-year “before” and “after” accident data 

for schemes implemented in 2001 are set out in Table 6.9 below. 
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Table 6.9  Schemes with “before” and “after” accident data 
 

3 year total casualties for schemes 
implemented in 2001 

Before Implementation After implementation Location Measures 
Taken 
/Date 
 

Fatal Serious Slight Fatal Serious Slight 

Abbey Road/ 
Abercorn Place 

Zebra 
10/01 

0 0 4 0 0 2 

Regent Street/ 
Cavendish 
Place 

Green  
Man peds 
10/01 

0 0 8 0 0 12 

Haymarket/Panton 
Street 

Lighting 
Improved 
3/01 

0 1 15 1 1 12 

Bayswater/ 
Hyde Park Street 

Refuge 
Islands 
3/01 

0 1 14 1 3 10 

Victoria Street/ 
Great Smith 
 Street 

Double 
Cycled 
Peds 
2/01 

0 2 7 0 1 12 

Harrow Road/ 
Sutherland  
Avenue 

Box 
Junction  
1/01 

0 2 13 0 2 9 

St James’s Street/ 
Ryder Street 

Zebra 
Crossing 
Improved 
6/01 

0 0 2 0 0 1 

Kensington Road/ 
Ennismore 
Gardens 

Green 
Man  
Crossing 
4/01 

0 4 8 0 1 5 

Mortimer Street/ 
Berners Street 

Traffic  
Signal  
Control 
3/01 

0 1 5 0 0 1 

Victoria Street/ 
Broadway 
 
 

Green 
Man 
Peds 
3/01 

0 5 11 0 1 5 

Total of Casualty Severity 0 16 97 2 9 69 
Total 113 80 

 
6.112 The above table demonstrates that the accident remedial schemes 

that were implemented in 2001 have contributed towards a significant 
reduction in the number of casualty related accidents in the area from 
113 to 80. Of the two fatalities that occurred at Bayswater and 
Haymarket an investigation into the accident database identifies that 
both incidents involved random occurrences that involved human 
error rather than a deficiency with the highway.    
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The City Council’s Road Safety Commitments 
 
1. To continue to use safety engineering measures to achieve a reduction 

in casualties in Westminster in line with the national and regional targets 
by 2010 at those high-risk sites, routes and areas within the borough. 

 
2. To carry out systematic analysis of personal injury accident data to 

identify accident patterns and trends in Westminster with the view to 
implementing schemes which are receptive to safety engineering 
treatment. 

 
3. To continue to progress the Westminster Accident Remedial Programme 

in order to identify and devise solutions to safety problems involving 
vulnerable groups such as children, pedestrians, cyclists and 
motorcyclists. 

 
4. To maintain a system of Safety Audits for its highway, traffic and 

transport related projects as good practice. To ensure that new schemes 
do not incorporate ‘built-in’ problems but are corrected prior to 
construction. 

 
5. To maintain and improve the accident data system and safety scheme 

diary system in order to assist analysis, effectively monitor scheme 
performance and also identify the most cost-effective safety engineering 
techniques. 

 
6. To ensure that accident information is fully utilised in prioritising the 

implementation of the City Council’s highway, traffic and transport 
related projects, including highway maintenance schemes. 

 
7. To make available, subject to the requirements of confidentiality, all 

relevant road accident data together with appropriate interpretation at 
minimum cost to all parties for the purpose of assisting in casualty 
reduction. 

 
8. To seek to ensure, subject to any overriding constraints, that financial 

and staff resources are allocated to road safety matters at a level 
commensurate with the Council’s statuto ry responsibilities, with the level 
of accidents in Westminster and with the national and regional targets. 

 
9. To ensure that effective liaison continues to take place with Emergency 

Services, with other Local Authorities and with any other organisations 
that can make a positive contribution to road safety in Westminster. 

 
10. To continue to seek ways of restraining the use of non-essential through-

traffic and car-commuter traffic in central London in order to reduce the 
volume of vehicular traffic in the busiest periods by highway 
management which will reinforce road hierarchy to create Environmental 
Areas. 

 
11. To ensure that road safety is taken into account when assessing new 

development proposals. 
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12. To seek to provide better crossing facilities for pedestrians and cyclists 

by providing more time for pedestrians to cross at signalled crossings, 
more crossing facilities and taking into account people with disabilities. 

 
13. To seek to improve conditions for cyclists when considering future 

highway, traffic and development proposals. 
 
14. To develop school travel plan and safer routes to school programmes at 

all schools in the City of Westminster. 
 
15. To form closer ties between the Road Safety Unit and the City’s schools 

to further develop a planned and co-ordinated road safety education 
program within the curriculum of all schools, providing in-service training 
courses for teachers in road safety education. 

 
16. To maintain and develop road safety education initiatives, including the 

provision of resources and support materials to encourage the use of 
project work and, using Westminster accident data, to relate projects to 
real life situations and problems. 

 
17. To work with other Council Departments especially the Health Promotion 

Initiative and the Department of Education towards the Safer Routes to 
School Project. 

 
18. To take on the enforcement of moving traffic contraventions such as 

drivers who ignore banned or prescribed turns and wait in yellow boxes 
from 21 September 2005. 

 
19. To continue to support national campaigns, Police and community 

initiatives, and to instigate local road safety campaigns in accordance 
with local needs, including driver training. 

 
20. To work with the London Safety Camera Partnership to identify new sites 

for speed and red light enforcement cameras, targeted at sites with 
increasing numbers of personal injury accidents. 

 
21. To continue to work with the Pan London Road Safety Group on issues 

that affect the whole of London. 
 
 
 

 
 
 


