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1.0 Introduction
Churchyards and cemeteries are collectively referred to
as burial grounds. They make a significant contribution
to the provision of urban green space for Westminster
and offer a quiet sanctuary for both people and wildlife. 

This Action Plan recognises that the prime purpose of
burial grounds is for burial of the dead, their veneration
and commemoration. It also looks to determine the
ecological value of these sites, taking steps to maintain
and, wherever appropriate, enhance biodiversity. 

Burial grounds in Westminster, and those outside of the
borough managed by Westminster City Council, contain
a variety of habitats including grassland, woodland,
hedgerow and scrub, trees with veteran features and
decaying wood. These support a diversity of birds,
small mammals and invertebrates. 

2.0 Current status
There are three cemeteries and six churchyards under
Westminster City Council’s jurisdiction. They fall into three
local authority areas; Westminster, Barnet and Ealing. 

East Finchley and Hanwell Cemeteries are protected as
Local and Borough Grade Sites of Importance for Nature
Conservation (SINC). Four of six churchyards are
protected as SINC. 

Further protection is given to a corner of St John’s Wood
Church Grounds where a Local Nature Reserve was
declared in 1997.
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St John’s Wood Church Ground LNR, © Westminster City Council
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5.0 Flagship species
Species known to be present in Westminster’s burial
grounds and selected as flagships for this Plan are: 

Birds: House sparrow; starling
Mammals: Bats; hedgehog
Plants: Black spleenwort fern
Invertebrates: Stag beetle 

6.0 Action Plan Aims
• Audit and monitor the status of biodiversity in

churchyards and cemeteries.

• Protect and enhance biodiversity in churchyards and
cemeteries.

• Enhance people’s access to and enjoyment of
nature in churchyards and cemeteries.

The remaining Memorial Gardens, St Anne’s
Churchyard and Mill Hill Cemetery currently have no
nature conservation designation.

East Finchley Cemetery
Barnet Local SINC

Hanwell Cemetery
Ealing Borough SINC

St John’s Wood Church Grounds
Westminster Borough SINC and LNR

St Mary’s Churchyard
Westminster Borough SINC

Paddington Street Gardens
Westminster Local SINC

Mount Street Gardens 
Westminster Local SINC

3.0 Factors affecting the habitat
There are several competing pressures on an individual
burial ground. The principal objective of a cemetery is
burial. However, a site like East Finchley Cemetery can
also be of considerable value for nature conservation.
An increasing demand for burial space can have the
potential for a negative effect on the ecological value of
an area. A similar pressure exists in churchyards that
function as public open spaces where a preference for
neatness and order in the urban landscape can be
detrimental to biodiversity.

Health-and-safety legislation requires burial authorities
to maintain cemeteries to ensure they are safe places
for the public to visit. This introduces the need to test
memorials regularly to ensure that they are structurally
safe. This may require vegetation to be cut back for
brief periods however this should be done sparingly to
ensure benefits for wildlife.

4.0 Current action
Planning policies in the Local Unitary Development Plan
(UDP), the London Plan and Mayor’s Biodiversity
Strategy offer protection to non-statutory Sites of
Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC).

Biodiversity is a key objective of the Green Flag award
scheme: a national standard of management which is
now being sought for all Westminster churchyards and
cemeteries.

St John’s Wood Church Grounds Local Nature Reserve
is managed by Westminster City Council to maintain and
enhance its ecological value. Wildlife events are held and
nature-conservation leaflets made available to park visitors
to increase their enjoyment of nature at this site.

Ecological surveys have been carried out to develop
baseline data on the habitats and species in some of
Westminster’s churchyards and cemeteries. These
surveys have informed the priorities set out in a
biodiversity management plan (2007-2010) for East
Finchley Cemetery and a park-management plan for St
John’s Wood Church Grounds. 
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Contact:
Westminster City Council
Environment and Projects
Planning and City Development
11th Floor, City Hall, 64 Victoria Street 
London SW1E 6QP

Telephone: 020 7641 1951 

7.0 Links with other Action Plans
• Westminster Habitat Action Plan for Veteran Trees

and Decaying Wood.

• Westminster Species Action Plans for bats; house
sparrow; buttoned-snout moth, tawny owl; hedgehog.

• London Species Action Plans for house sparrow;
bats; stag beetle.

• London Habitat Action Plans for Churchyards and
Cemeteries; Woodland.

8.0 Lead partner organisation and
working group members
The lead partner for this Plan is Westminster City
Council (WCC). 

Working group members include representatives from
the Westminster City Council’s Parks Team and
Environment and Projects Team.

Hawthorn in flower, © Nigel Reeve



Target 1: To audit and monitor the status of biodiversity in churchyards and cemeteries.
Action number Action Lead partner Contributing partners Start date End date Cost

1 Develop and implement a programme of habitat and species surveys in  WCC 04/07 Ongoing -
Westminster’s churchyards and cemeteries helping to inform site-specific
biodiversity management plans.

2 Phase 1 habitat survey at Paddington Street Gardens. WCC - 04/07 03/08 £650

3 Phase 1 habitat, bat and breeding-bird surveys at Mill Hill Cemetery. WCC - 04/07 03/08 £2.5k

4 Phase 2 bat survey, breeding-bird survey and reptile survey at East Finchley Cemetery. WCC - 04/07 03/08 £6.5k

5 Phase 1 habitat, bat and breeding-bird surveys at Hanwell Cemetery. WCC - 04/08 05/09 £2.5k

6 Biodiversity data recorded in GiGL. WCC - 04/07 Ongoing SLA

7 Review progress on action plan annually using the UK Biodiversity Action WCC 06/08 08/08 -
Reporting System (BARS).

Target 2: To protect and enhance biodiversity in churchyards and cemeteries.
Action number Action Lead partner Contributing partners Start date End date Cost

8 Implement East Finchley Cemetery biodiversity management plan 2007-2010. WCC - 01/07 2010 -

9 Raise funds for and implement enhancement projects at Local Nature Reserve. WCC - 04/07 03/08 £25k

10 Create and manage a wildflower meadow at Mill Hill Cemetery. WCC - 04/07 Ongoing -

11 Ensure the conservation status of St Mary’s Churchyard Borough SINC as part  WCC - 04/07 03/08 -
of an Open Spaces Masterplan.

12 Develop a site action plan for Paddington Street Gardens and St Anne’s Churchyard. WCC - 04/08 03/09 -

Target 3: To enhance people’s access to and enjoyment of nature in
churchyards and cemeteries.

Action number Action Lead partner Contributing partners Start date End date Cost

13 Make nature-conservation leaflets accessible in St John’s Wood Church WCC - 04/07 Ongoing -
Grounds Local Nature Reserve.

14 Develop a programme of wildlife events in St John’s Wood Church WCC - 04/08 03/09 £1k
Grounds Local Nature Reserve.

action plan: Churchyards and Cemeteries

Westminster biodiversity action plan | August 2007WCC = Westminster City Council

NB For a full list of acronyms see page 64 of the ‘Westminster Biodiversity Action Plan’.




