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1.0 Introduction
Wildlife is not just a feature of Westminster’s open green
spaces, but a valued part of our built environment. 

Old and new buildings and their curtilage; fences and
walls; rooftops; bridges; car parks; canal tow paths;
garages; and sub-stations are all examples of artificial
structures in our built environment that support, or have
the potential to support, biodiversity. Built structures are
also in our parks, gardens and on our waterways
(Thames and Grand Union Canal.)

This Plan recognises the need to maximise
opportunities for wildlife within the built environment,
reducing the fragmentation of natural areas by
protecting and creating new spaces and structures for
biodiversity. Wildlife corridors in the form of living roofs,
green walls, street trees and the sensitive landscaping
of our public realm can act as stepping-stone habitats
between parks and green spaces. These provide urban
wildlife important landscape links and routes to disperse
along and sites at which to roost, feed and breed.

2.0 Current status
Westminster occupies an area of 8.3 square miles in
inner-city London. 70% of this land area is built up; a
cityscape epitomised by tall buildings and structures of
varying heights forming a total vertical surface area that
far exceeds the 2.5 square miles of open green space
in the city. 

The Built Environment
Wildlife is not just a feature of Westminster’s open green spaces,
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Komodo Dragon House, © Zoological Society of London
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Planning Association has produced Biodiversity by
Design – A Guide for Sustainable Communities;
and the London Development Agency, Natural
England and Greater London Authority have
published Design for Biodiversity – A guidance
document for development in London.

4.4 The DCLG (Department of Communities and Local
Government) has a Code for Sustainable Homes
which includes ecology as a standard in a national
sustainability rating system for homes. 

4.5 Research into the biodiversity benefits of different
green roof profiles is the focus of PhD and
Masters studies in London.

The current ecological value of the built environment in
Westminster is not well known; an issue we will seek to
address as part of this Plan. What is known is that the
appearance of our city is continually changing. With
10,000 planning applications processed by Westminster
City Council each year, there is a need to manage
change effectively by protecting and enhancing the
value of the built environment for biodiversity.

3.0 Factors affecting the habitat
There are numerous planning-policy considerations that
need to be satisfied when determining a planning
application; the design of buildings and their curtilage for
biodiversity is assessed. It is, however, one consideration
among many. For example, the appropriateness of
design for biodiversity needs to be considered in
relation to the architectural heritage of a site.

Design for biodiversity in the built environment can,
when undertaken in a planned manner, bring about
numerous benefits and help to deliver climate-change
adaptations. For example, a living roof designed for
biodiversity will help to regulate our microclimate by
absorbing solar heat and reducing the heat-island
effect; reduce air pollution; provide sound insulation
through decibel reduction from both inside & outside
the building; and absorb storm water run-off helping to
prevent flooding during periods of heavy rain. In some
cases, design for biodiversity can be in competition with
other features of sustainable design. Needless to say
careful planning is required to ensure the right feature is

selected for the right location. Thus height, as well as
other characteristics of a building including its
microclimate, all influence design for biodiversity.

Perceptions that vegetation can damage walls and
buildings can discourage people from greening
structures. However, with good information, these
perceptions can be overcome.

Finally, research has produced evidence to prove that
people’s health and general wellbeing is improved with
access to nature.

4.0 Current action
4.1 Planning policies in the Westminster Unitary

Development Plan (UDP), the London Plan and
Mayor’s Biodiversity Strategy recognise the
potential for the built environment to support
biodiversity and encourage good sustainable
design, and set out specific requirements to
achieve this.

4.2 Westminster City Council is negotiating design for
biodiversity as part of proposals for new
development. 

4.3 There are many sources of good practice guidance
available to developers. Westminster City Council
has Supplementary Planning Guidance on
Sustainable Buildings; The Mayor of London has
Supplementary Planning Guidance on Sustainable
Design and Construction; the Town and Country

Peregrine falcon, © Tony Duckett
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Contact:
Westminster City Council
Environment and Projects
Planning and City Development
11th Floor, City Hall, 64 Victoria Street 
London SW1E 6QP

Telephone: 020 7641 1951 

4.6 British Land has its own Biodiversity Action Plan
(BAP), managing property for wildlife and
researching the ecological function of different
green roof structures.

4.7 The Zoological Society of London has introduced
living roofs, green walls, bird and bat boxes on
London Zoo buildings and exhibits.

4.8 The Royal Parks manages its commitment to
biodiversity and sustainability through ISO14001
and requires that buildings in the central royal
parks are sustainable. 

5.0 Flagship species
Certain species of conservation importance,
characteristic of the built environment, have been
selected as flagships for this Plan. 

Birds: Peregrine falcon, swift, black redstart
Mammals: Bats
Plants: Ivy; wall-rue and black spleenwort 

ferns
Invertebrates: White-letter Hairstreak butterfly; 

tube-web spider; Adonis ladybird 

6.0 Action Plan Aims
• Protect and enhance biodiversity in the built environment.

• Create opportunities for biodiversity in new
developments.

• Promote understanding, awareness and enjoyment
of the benefits of biodiversity in the built
environment.

• Audit and monitor biodiversity in the built
environment.

7.0 Links with other Action Plans
• Westminster Habitat Action Plans for Tidal Thames;

Standing Open Water; Parks and Green Spaces;
Private Gardens; Churchyards and Cemeteries.

• Westminster Species Action Plans for bats; house
sparrow; buttoned-snout moth.

• London Species Action Plans for peregrine falcon;
black redstart; house sparrow; bats.

• Generic actions developed by the London
Biodiversity Partnership for Built Structures.

8.0 Lead partner organisation and
working group members
The lead partner for this Plan is Westminster City
Council (WCC).

Working group members include British Land (BL);
Grosvenor Estates Ltd (GE); Living Roofs.org (LR.org);
Peabody Trust (PT); The Royal Parks (TRP); The
Thorney Island Society (TIS) and Zoological Society of
London (ZSL).



Target 1: Protect and enhance biodiversity in the bulit environment.
Action number Action Lead partner Contributing partners Start date End date Cost

1 Develop biodiversity guidance for planning officers. WCC WBP 04/07 03/08 -

2 Develop a living roof on Portman Early Childhood Centre. WCC LR.org 04/07 03/08 £25k

Target 2: Create opportunities for biodiversity in new developments.
Action number Action Lead partner Contributing partners Start date End date Cost

3 Encourage design for biodiversity by developers. WCC DPS LR.org 04/07 Ongoing -

4 Recommend biodiversity stakeholders to be consulted on LDF. WCC 03/07 04/07 -

5 Strengthen biodiversity policies on the built environment in the LDF. WCC BL, GE, LR.org, PT, 04/07 03/08 -
TRP, TIS, ZSL

Target 3: Promote understanding, awareness and enjoyment of the benefits
of biodiversity in the built environment

Action number Action Lead partner Contributing partners Start date End date Cost

6 Engage developers and commercial property owners in the principles of design WCC DPS LR.org 04/07 Ongoing - 
for biodiversity by: Developing a presentation for members of the Westminster 
Property Association. 

7 Create a directory for developers with signposts to information and  WCC BL, GE, LR.org, PT, 04/07 05/07 -
resources relating to design for biodiversity in the built environment. TRP, TIS, ZSL

8 Disseminate good practice to Development Planning Services via seasonal WCC BL, LR.org 04/07 Ongoing -
Planning for Wildlife E-Bulletins and biodiversity-training seminars.

9 Arrange a half-day site visit for planners to good-practice examples of design for WCC ZSL, BL 07/07 09/07 Coach 
biodiversity in the built environment (e.g. London Zoo Komodo Dragon House). hire

10 Provide Council Members the opportunity to visit good-practice  WCC ZSL, BL 04/07 Ongoing Coach 
examples of design for biodiversity. hire

11 Write articles for local press and organisational newsletters relating WCC BL, GE, LR.org, PT, 03/07 Ongoing -
to design for biodiversity in the built environment. TRP, TIS, ZSL
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NB For a full list of acronyms see page 64 of the ‘Westminster Biodiversity Action Plan’.

See over for acronyms



Target 4: Audit and monitor biodiversity in the built environment
Action number Action Lead partner Contributing partners Start date End date Cost

12 Obtain GiGL distribution data for flagship species to inform the implementation WCC 04/07 06/07 -
of the Habitat Action Plan.

13 Record biodiversity data with GiGL. WCC ZSL, TRP 04/07 Ongoing -

14 Research the benefits of living-roof designs for biodiversity. BL LR.org, ZSL 04/07 Ongoing -

15 Review progress on action plan annually using the UK WCC BL, GE, LR.org, PT, 06/08 08/08 -
Biodiversity Action Reporting System (BARS). TRP, TIS, ZSL
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BL = British Land, GE = Grosvenor Estates Ltd, LR.org = Living Roofs.org, PT = Peabody Trust, TIS = The Thorney Island Society, TRP = The Royal Parks, 
WBP = Westminster Biodiversity Partnership, WCC = Westminster City Council, WCC DPS = Westminster City Council Development Planning Services, 
ZSL = Zoological Society of London




