
Made in Libraries 

Dream it. Do it. Share it. 
 

Made in Libraries is a pilot programme to support public libraries in Westminster, Royal 

Borough of Kensington & Chelsea and Hammersmith & Fulham to develop as venues for 

learning about arts and culture and taking part in creative activities both in person and 

digitally. 

Made in Libraries has a working group who discuss proposals to be included in the pilot 

programme.  To assist us in selecting work we would like you to fill out the proposal 

below.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Information and criteria 

Made in Libraries proposals need to: 

 Meet and respond to at least one of the 
aims of Made in Libraries: Opening up 
library spaces to new audiences; supporting 
the local creative sector to showcase work; 
increasing public participation in creative 
activities in person and digitally; improving 
health and well-being as a result of 
participation. 

 Respond to the library buildings, their 
physical spaces, their collection, their local 
community and users. 

 Promotes digital connectedness 

 Be of excellent standard and meet the 
needs of the library users and its 
community 

 Involve relevant partners where possible 
and must be self-funding through income 
generation (ticket sales) or supported 
through grants/fundraising. 

 
It is important to note that libraries may not have 
the technical equipment you would expect from 
an arts venue.  We can provide advice and 
feedback, partner brokering, marketing support 
as well as further links to other programmes and 
networks but we would strongly advice you visit 
the libraries before submitting a proposal. 

 

Broadly Made in Libraries programming will 
be based in four key strands: 
 
Holiday Arts Programme 
Live Events 
Classes and workshops 
Residencies 
 
1.     Holiday Arts Programme 

 Children and family events 

 Festival events 

 Celebration of national events 

 Projects aligned to a special 
collection in the library 
 

2.  Live Events 
These will be branded under an umbrella 
name of ‘Made in Libraries live’.  Events 
could include: 

 Gigs / Music evenings 

 Family and children theatre 

 Site specific theatre performance 

 Open Mic comedy or poetry evenings 
 
Live events can operate a box office system 
and Made in Libraries can support this 
through the venue itself and marketing 
support.   

 



 3.    Classes, courses and workshops 
A regular series of classes, courses and 
workshops is very welcome at our libraries 
although we would recommend early notice so 
that they can be programmed into the library 
existing sessions.  Priority would be given to fee 
paying external providers. 
 

4.    Residencies 
A residency programme of artists and 
organizations in libraries will be considered. We 
have special collections on music, performing 
arts, religion, and fashion and we would welcome 
organizations that take interest in these 
collections and wish to undertake action-
research projects. 
 
 

 

How will work be selected? 
 
The Made in Libraries working group consist 
of representatives from Libraries and Arts & 
Culture Services in Westminster City Council, 
Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea and 
Hammersmith & Fulham, as well as the 
Triborough Music Hub. They will implement, 
develop the pilot programme. Each proposal 
will be reviewed by the proposed venue 
manager and specialist staff (eg Archives) 
where relevant.   The group will make an 
informed decision based on the criteria, 
space availability and coherence of the 
overall programme.   
 

Budgets 
 
All project proposals will need to be self-
funded. Pending funds are acceptable at 
time of proposal. We will be happy to 
support you with information on other 
funding sources you can apply to. 

Submit an idea or proposal 
 
If you have an idea, a ready-made proposal , or would like to have an informal discussion about how 
your idea would work in our libraries, we would like to hear from you. 
   
Please contact Debora Gambera,  Cultural Partnerships Officer at dgambera@westminster.gov.uk   

 
You can submit your idea any time. There are no deadlines but you need to allow enough time 
between when you apply and when your activity starts. Some libraries (eg Westminster Reference 
Library and Westminster Music Library) have a busy events schedule and limited space so the earlier 
notice you could give the better.   
 
Artists or organizations will be notified within 4 weeks of proposal submission.    
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