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PREFACE 
 
Since the designation of the first conservation areas in 1967 the City Council 
has undertaken a comprehensive programme of conservation area 
designation, extensions and policy development. There area now 53 
conservation areas in Westminster, covering 76% of the City. These 
conservation areas are the subject of detailed policies in the Unitary 
Development Plan and in Supplementary Planning Guidance. In addition to 
the basic activity of designation and the formulation of general policy, the City 
Council is required to undertake conservation area appraisals and to devise 
local policies in order to protect the unique character of each area. 
 
Although this process was first undertaken with the various designation 
reports, more recent national guidance (as found in Planning Policy Guidance 
Note 15 and the English Heritage Conservation Area Practice and 
Conservation Area Appraisal documents) requires detailed appraisals of each 
conservation area in the form of formally approved and published documents. 
This enhanced process involves the review of original designation procedures 
and boundaries; analysis of historical development; identification of all listed 
buildings and those unlisted buildings making a positive contribution to an 
area; and the identification and description of key townscape features, 
including street patterns, trees, open spaces and building types. 
 
Given the number and complexity of Westminster’s conservation areas the 
appraisal process has been broken down into three stages, the first of which 
is complete. This first stage involved the publication of General Information 
Leaflets or mini-guides for each conservation area covering in brief a series of 
key categories including Designation, Historical Background, Listed Buildings 
and Key Features. 
 
The second stage involved the production of Conservation Area Directories 
for each Conservation Area. A Directory has now been adopted for 51 of the 
City’s conservation areas and includes copies of designation reports, a 
detailed evaluation of the historical development of the area and analysis of 
listed buildings and key townscape features. 
 
The City is now working on a programme to prepare Conservation Area 
Audits for each of its conservation areas. This will form the third and final 
stage of the appraisal process. As each audit is adopted as Supplementary 
Planning Guidance it will incorporate the Directory for that conservation area. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The City Council has a statutory duty to review the character and 
boundaries of its conservation areas. The Audit is the third and final stage of 
the appraisal process. The overall appraisal strategy is based upon the 
English Heritage publication Conservation Area Practice.  
 
1.2 The first stage (Mini-guide) and second stage (Directory) documents 
have already been adopted. The Mini-guide provides a brief description of the 
area and its characteristics. The Directory provided a detailed source of 
factual information. This has now been incorporated as part of the Audit 
providing an Appendix of factual information. 
 
1.3 The Audit describes both the historical development, and character and 
appearance of the conservation area. It is designed to identify and explain 
important local features such as unlisted buildings of merit, unbroken rooflines 
and local views. In addition the audit also seeks to apply relevant Unitary 
Development Plan policies to the local context in order to preserve and/or 
enhance the character and appearance of the area. 
 
1.4 The Conservation Area Audit for the Strand was adopted as 
Supplementary Planning Guidance by the Cabinet Member for City 
Development on 31 January 2003. The Strand Conservation Area was 
designated on 28 March 1974 and extended on 20 March 1990, 30 March 
1993 and 14 April 1994. The designation reports can be found in the 
Directory, Section 1, at the back of this document. 
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2 HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
2.1 The Strand Conservation Area has been continuously developed for a 
longer period and over a larger area than almost any other part of the City of 
Westminster. The principle reason for this is its proximity to the ancient 
boundary of the City of London and the River Thames 
 
2.2 Following the abandonment of the Roman city in the 4th century a 
trading and manufacturing port became established called Lundenwic. The 
settlement flourished between the 7th and 9th centuries until, after a ferocious 
attack by the Danish Vikings in 886, King Alfred ordered a return to old 
Londinium. 
 
2.3 The next period of growth appears to have been after 1016 when the 
Danish King Cnut was in power and a community of Danes lived in the area 
now commemorated by the Church of St Clement Danes. By the later 12th 
century Fitzstephen described it as a suburbium, with houses and spacious 
gardens. 
 
2.4 Over the period of the early Middle Ages the area began to exhibit 
some of the characteristics of the settlement pattern still evident today: 
namely large single use landholdings interspersed by smaller artisans 
dwelling and workshops. Of most importance in terms of the development of 
the former was the establishment of grand courts and palaces either side of 
the country road (Strand) which lead from the merchant city walls to the royal 
courts in the west. At its most developed the area accommodated Somerset 
House (1547), a huge early-Renaissance mansion built by Edward VI’s 
nephew and Lord Protector Somerset, palaces for the Earl of Arundel and the 
Earl of Essex and Craven House at the bottom of Drury Lane for the Craven 
family. Somerset House became a royal residence and was later altered by 
Inigo Jones and John Webb. 
 
2.5 A parallel development was the growth of a legal community in the 
area. The catalyst for this was the decision of Henry II in 1234 to forbid the 
teaching of law in the City of London in order to bolster the fortunes of the 
Oxford colleges. In 1370 the Society of Lincoln’s Inn was formed and by the 
end of the 14th century there were four Inns of Court. In 1383 tolls were 
imposed to pay for the paving of the road between Temple Bar and the Savoy 
Palace, just west of the present conservation area boundary. 
 
2.6 The pattern of development established by the end of the 15th century 
consisted of a number of riverside palaces and mansions for the aristocracy, 
lawyers’ premises, particularly around Chancellors (Chancery) Lane and a 
small tradesman’s and artisans community around Temple Bar. 
 
2.7 In the period until the early 19th century the area was further developed 
and a warren of interconnecting streets and alleys grew sporadically around 
the main thoroughfare. Morgan’s map of 1682 (see Figure 1) shows that the 
Strand outside Somerset House was very wide and when combined with the 
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architecture of the building would have been a grand and impressive space. 
Just to the east however the street was split in two by rough timber framed 
buildings so that the roads ran either side of Sir Christopher Wren’s rebuilt St. 
Clement Danes church of 1680.  Some of the grand mansions remained as 
did many courts and inns. The most complete remnant of that period today 
can be found in Essex Street, where several houses erected by the speculator 
Dr. Barbon between 1675 and1682, still stand. Slightly later (1714) James 
Gibbs’ St. Mary-le-Strand was erected at the point where the Strand split 
thereby enhancing further that vista.  
 

Figure 1: Morgan’s map 
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2.8 Rocque’s map of 1738 (see Figure 2) shows essentially the same 
pattern of development. Arundel House had been cleared to allow further 
riverside development but otherwise the picture was of dense urban streets 
such as would have been well known to the diarists Pepys and Boswell. 
Boswell suggests the character of the area at that time by referring to frequent 
breakfasts at the Somerset Coffee House and visits to the Temple gardens, in 
the City of London, so as to escape the noise and bustle of the Strand. 
 

Figure 2: Roque’s map 
 

 7



Figure 3: Horwood’s Map 
 
2.9 In architectural and land-use terms the next most significant episode 
was the clearance of Tudor and Stuart buildings to enable the erection of 
Somerset House in 1776-96, according to designs by Sir William Chambers, 
on the site of the former palace. This neo-classical complex of buildings was 
designed specifically for use as Public Offices for Government departments 
such as the Navy and Ordnance and for the Royal Academy, of whom 
Chambers was a member. Horwood’s map of 1792-99 can be seen in Figure 
3. In 1829-35 an extension designed by Sir Robert Smirke for King’s College 
was added to the east. 
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2.10 St Clement Danes’ Watch House (early 19th century) is built over 
Strand Lane and the adjacent building, so called Roman Bath, is believed to 
date from the 1700s. 
 
2.11 The Victorian era was characterised throughout Britain by the 
expansion of large-scale public and institutional projects. In the Strand 
conservation area two such projects were the construction of the Royal Courts 
of Justice between the Strand and Carey Street and the Victoria Embankment 
alongside the Thames. The Law Courts were the subject of a competition in 
1866 won by G E Street and began on the site in 1874 and were completed in 
1882 under the final supervision of Street’s son, A E Street and Arthur 
Bloomfield. It has been described as a serious, consistent and rational 
application of 13th century English Gothic. Victoria Embankment (1864-1870) 
by Sir Joseph Bazalgette runs between Westminster Bridge in the west and 
Blackfriars Bridge in the City of London. It was principally a civil engineering 
project, aimed at improving drainage and sewerage as well as offering the 
opportunity for improved transport links both above and below ground. One 
effect of its construction was to separate the various riverside buildings, with 
their access ‘steps’, from the river. Most notable amongst these was 
Somerset House, whose river frontage was marked by a lofty arcade of 
wharves, which became marooned behind a wide avenue. The former line of 
the river can still be traced by linking the remaining buildings and steps. 
 
2.12 The street pattern was largely that established by the end of the 18th 
century, including a ramshackle collection of buildings (with a reputation for 
bawdy and immoral entertainment) between the two churches and marked 
differences in the scale and quality of buildings. At the end of the 19th century 
Strand was renowned as an area for restaurants, public houses, music halls 
and theatres. Indeed in the 1890’s it had more theatres than any other street 
in London. As a result of traffic congestion and the need for slum clearance a 
bold programme of redevelopment was undertaken by London County 
Council, including the laying out of Kingsway and Aldwych.  
 
2.13 Construction of the buildings on the frontages of these new highways 
was sporadic. Earlier buildings included the Waldorf Hotel (1908, R AGR 
Mackenzie) flanked by the Strand and Aldwych Theatres (1905 both by 
Sprague) and Australia House (1912-18, AGR Mackenzie). Some of the 
buildings however, such as India House (Sir Herbert Baker & A T Scott) and 
Bush House (Helme & Corbett), were not completed until the middle of the 
1930’s. Although new theatres were incorporated into the Aldwych 
development the number of theatres decreased, including the demolition of 
the Gaiety Theatre designed by Norman Shaw, and the Strand progressively 
lost its reputation as an entertainment district and began to evolve further in 
the direction of offices and institutions. Ordnance Survey map extracts from 
1876 and 1908 can be found in Figures 4 and 5. 
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Figure 4: Ordnance Survey 1876 
 

Figure 5: Ordnance Survey 1908 
 
 
2.14 These grand new thoroughfares made a significant contribution to the 
perception of Edwardian London as a great Imperial City. Together with the 
major improvements at the Buckingham Palace and Trafalgar Square ends of 
the Mall contributed to the great processional route to St Paul’s which remains 
the ceremonial focus of the Country. 
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2.15 More recent buildings in the area have not been acknowledged as of 
comparable quality to those of Wren, Gibbs, Chambers and others. Waterloo 
Bridge, 1937-42 by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott is listed Grade II*. Some are more 
discreet than other such as the neo-Georgian infill development in Essex 
Street. The office development of 1953 at the southern end of Essex Street is 
on the site of Essex House (circa. 1600) and incorporates the restored 
archway which frames the steps leading to Temple Pier. Others such as 
King’s College’s interesting but brutalist extension and Abbey House 
(described by Pevsner as ‘disastrous’) have a more marked impact on the 
streetscene. 
 

 11



 
3 CHARACTER OF THE CONSERVATION AREA  
 
3.1 The Strand Conservation Area incorporates the area from the river 
Thames through to the southern end of Kingsway and Lincoln’s Inn Field and 
abuts with the London Borough of Camden and the City of London (see 
Directory Section 3). The topography and riverside location of the 
conservation area are of particular significance and shaped its street layout 
and development as can be seen in major projects such as Victoria 
Embankment. 
 
3.2 The land falls towards the Thames providing good views from within 
the main body of the conservation area. The built frontage to the river 
contributes to the wider central Thames corridor, Somerset House being of 
particular importance. The views of the northern riverside from the vantage 
point of Waterloo Bridge are of metropolitan if not national significance. 
 
3.3 Within this conservation area there are areas of distinct character; the 
two main routes of the Strand and the Victoria Embankment holding the area 
together. There are significant contrasts in scale between the remaining 
smaller grain areas and the formal redevelopment around Kingsway and the 
Aldwych, the substantial complexes of Somerset House and King’s College, 
the Royal Courts of Justice and the London School of Economics.  
 
3.4 It is necessary to look at specific components of the built fabric of the 
conservation area in order to gain a full understanding of the character and 
appearance of the area. This will range from an analysis of views of 
metropolitan or local importance to the identification of local townscape 
qualities such as notable shopfronts. Individually and collectively these factors 
will define the unique character of an area and should be considered fully in 
the determination of any development proposals. 
 
3.5 The Unitary Development Plan provides the policy basis for the 
determination of applications and the relevant policy or polices are referred to 
where appropriate. 
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HIERARCHY OF PLAN FORM 
 
3.6 The hierarchy of the street pattern and its interrelationship with the 
open space network will define the overall framework of an area. Within this 
the importance of the grain of development in terms of plot patterns and 
building lines will establish the pattern of the built form. All of these factors will 
affect the character of an area dictating the scale of development and the 
level of enclosure. 
 
3.7 For the purposes of the conservation area audits the Council has 
defined 3 categories of routes or spaces according to a combined analysis of 
their scale, level of enclosure and the function they perform within the area. 
These are: 
 
Primary routes and spaces  
Secondary routes and spaces  
Intimate routes and spaces 
 
3.8 There are five principal routes in the conservation area, Victoria 
Embankment, the Strand, Aldwych, Kingsway and Waterloo Bridge. Each has 
a distinct character and together they give the area a robust structure (see 
Figure 6).  
 
3.9 Much of the conservation area is characterised by development with 
large plot forms. The groups of buildings and uses provide a variety of areas, 
each with a network of intimate private and public routes and spaces. There 
are a number of narrow passages linking the key thoroughfares and from the 
western part of the Victoria Embankment there are majestic steps between 
Waterloo Bridge and Somerset House providing a link to the main body of the 
conservation area. 
 
South east and other finer grain areas 
3.10 The most intact (from the earlier phase of development in the area) and 
varied part is in the south east where some of the older properties survive 
within a network of small scale streets, alleys and steps leading down to the 
embankment. These form an important route into Temple (City of London) 
through the archway at Temple Steps. The narrow close knit plot pattern 
remains within the narrow streets and pedestrian routes. Glimpsed views add 
character and interest to the conservation area which includes Chambers, 
sandwich shops and pubs. Infill has occurred in places but generally respects 
the scale and regular building line of its context. 
 
3.11 The majority of the development along Chancery Lane has a finer grain 
plot pattern and smaller scale development remains in groups along the 
southern side of the Strand.  
 
3.12 There remain a further four distinct areas, each developed over a 
relatively short period of time. 
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Aldwych 
3.13 The laying out of Kingsway and Aldwych following slum clearance 
brought a new formality to the street pattern particularly with the resultant 
development along them forming part of the processional route from 
Buckingham Palace to St Paul’s. Though not all developed at the same time 
these larger scale blocks have an overall uniformity with strong building lines 
and consistent height.  
 
3.14 The Aldwych development was the subject of a competition in 1900. 
The architecture is of a monumental scale with Bush House, on the island 
block between the Aldwych and The Strand (1925-35) representing ‘big-
business classicism’. Kingsway, opened in 1905 is designed 100 feet wide. 
The majestic buildings flanking each side were built between 1905 and the 
1920’s. 
 
Royal Courts of Justice 
3.15 The Royal Courts of Justice, the distinct buildings of the London School 
of Economics, and other larger commercial premises to the north east form a 
large area of stand alone and interlocked blocks on the northern side of the 
Strand and east of Kingsway. These are mainly developments of a large 
footprint, interspersed by a variety of scale of routes some with a network of 
internal, mainly private, spaces. Again the building line remains consistent 
and where set piece development are set back strong boundary treatment 
retain the edge to the street. 
 
3.16 There is a network of pedestrian routes between the academic area 
and the Royal Courts of Justice and some small scale development remains 
as at Nos. 8 & 9 Clement Inn Passage. 
 
3.17 The green space of Lincoln’s Inn Field, outside the conservation area 
in the London Borough of Camden contributes significantly to the character of 
the conservation area on its northern boundary. 
 
Somerset House 
3.18 South of the Strand is the large self contained block of Somerset 
House and King’s College. The blocks here have a strong building line and 
interlock well with the remaining small scale plot pattern fronting The Strand. 
Internal courtyards provide important open spaces; that of Somerset House 
linking to the terrace on the river side providing a valuable public resource. 
 
Victoria Embankment and River Thames 
3.19 The Victoria Embankment provides a major route along the riverbank 
with the riverside footway and is one of the finest projects of its kind from this 
era. The level change, particularly in relation to Somerset House, is most 
evident and makes this linear open space quite distinct. The changes in level 
create a richness, with steps and alleys, and varied views. However the 
Victoria Embankment is a major traffic thoroughfare which forms a physical 
and visual barrier between the main body of the conservation area and the 
Thames and river activities to the south, as well as visual links with the South 
Bank. The River Thames and associated structures are included from 
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Waterloo Bridge to the boundary with the City of London to the east and the 
London Borough of Southwark to the south. 
 
3.20 There are two main areas of open space adjoining the Embankment, 
the green oasis of Temple Gardens and the hard landscaped area reached by 
steps and enclosed by bottle balustrades on the roof of the Temple 
Underground Station. The abundance of street trees softens the appearance 
of this space. 
 
Dominant patterns should be respected and where historic patterns remain 
these should be protected and reflected in any proposed schemes. Policies 
DES1 A 2, 5, 6, 7 and DES 12 should be consulted.  
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Figure 6 



 
ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORIC CHARACTERISTICS OF BUILDINGS 
 
Overview 
 
3.21 As can be see from Figure 7 the area contains a variety of ages of 
development, each significant in its own right and dictating the particular 
character of that part of the conservation area. This creates a uniform 
townscape in some places and one of a more varied nature in others.  

Figure 7: Building Ages 
 
3.22 A variety of building heights can be seen throughout the conservation 
area. Along the primary routes of Kingsway and Aldwych the prevailing height 
is generally 7 storeys and includes the roof form of many buildings; this can 
also be seen on the south side of the crescent shaped block fronting the 
Strand. Along the Strand itself there is more variety, ranging from 4 storeys to 
6, also including the roof form in some instances. Generally along the 
secondary routes the prevailing height is 4 storeys. Some of the infill 
development from the 1960’s and 70’s is damaging to the historic skyline, 
introducing overbearing features such as the King’s College frontage building 
to the Strand, by not respecting the prevailing height in a given location. 
 
3.23 Aldwych and Kingsway have relatively uniform rhythms and proportions 
to the stone facades which are based on Edwardian classical principles, some 
with other more decorative influences. These bold properties are articulated 
with decorative detail to the window surrounds, at roof level and to the ground 
floors. The 1st floor is generally of a more generous proportion creating a 
definite rhythm to the streetscape. 
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3.24 Brick terraces with timber sash windows provide a homogenous 
character in Essex Street. The western frontage to Chancery Lane is mostly 
of an Italianate style. This provides a distinct rhythm with regular floor heights 
and fenestration patterns. The variety of natural materials provides a richness 
and emphasises the plot widths; the varying detailed designs complementing 
each other. 
 
3.25 The Strand has a more varied building stock, particularly on the 
southern side where a variety of traditional building forms remain preserving 
the narrow plot pattern with a mixture of styles resulting in a townscape that 
has evolved sensitively over the years. This includes some late Victorian 
commercial properties which though slightly grander than their neighbours 
preserve the overall scale and pattern of the facades. In the north western 
corner the Strand Palace hotel was designed by F J Wills (1925-30). The 
stone faced exterior remains mainly intact though only parts of the impressive 
jazz-modern entrance survive and have been salvaged by the Victoria and 
Albert Museum. 
 
3.26 The Royal Courts of Justice and Somerset House are both dominant 
set piece developments of distinct character and both listed Grade I, as are 
the two landmark churches along the Strand. The use of stone for the 
principal facades ensuring they complement each other and neighbouring 
properties despite their differing styles. The historic significance of these is 
described in Section 2, Historic Development. 
 
3.27 The remaining commercial and institutional buildings tend to occupy 
blocks, those from the later part of the 19th century being of the most interest, 
some of which are listed.  The larger scale blocks redeveloped in the 1960s 
and 70s are less sympathetic lacking the detail and interest of the other 
properties. The lack of detail in the design of large expanses of facade fails to 
provide a rich grain where historic plots have been amalgamated, and do not 
reflect the neighbouring rhythms. 
 
3.28 The dominant building material is stone for buildings/frontages to 
principal routes. This is an important unifying feature along Aldwych and 
Kingsway and emphasises the importance of the key historic properties along 
the Strand. Numerous brick properties remain though these are mainly 
concentrated in the south eastern part. The majority of the roofs are slate 
covered with lead detailing. Along the north of the Strand and Aldwych the 
copper clad roofs of some properties are characteristic features. The use of 
natural materials dominates the area apart from where 1960s and 70s infill 
has taken place, though the impact of these schemes is reduced by their 
muted, if not bland tone.  
 
Any proposal should take into account the character of its context. Policies 
DES1 A 3 and 4 and DES3 should be consulted on the Principles of 
Development and DES5 A and B should be consulted on alterations and 
extensions. Policy DES4B should be consulted for scholarly replicas within 
terraces of unified townscape and DES4A in terms of respecting adjoining 
buildings in areas of varied townscape. 
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Unlisted buildings of merit  
 
3.29 The vast majority of the buildings are in keeping with the character of 
the conservation area, most contributing in a positive manner. Those 
properties or developments which are considered to harm the character of the 
conservation area are identified in the section ‘Negative Features’ below. 
There are numerous buildings or groups of buildings that are not listed but are 
considered to be of special merit. These are buildings which may be 
considered for listing at a future date and are of local significance. 
 
3.30 This may be due to their townscape or group value, their contribution to 
the overall character of the area, their inherent architectural qualities or 
historic association. By definition these properties are of particular value to the 
character and appearance of the conservation area and their demolition or 
unsympathetic alteration will be resisted. See Figure 8. 
 
Aldwych 
No. 51, Nos. 69-95 (odd), all parts of Bush House not listed 
 
Arundel Street 
Nos. 13-15(odd) 
 
Bell Yard 
Nos. 6-11 (cons) 
 
Essex Street (all cons) 
Nos. 1-10, No 18, Nos. 20-27, No. 33, Nos. 40-48 
 
Houghton Street 
LSE building to rear of Kingsway frontage (east) 
 
Kingsway 
Nos. 1-47(odd), 2-20(even) 
 
Lancaster Place 
Nos. 2-4(even) 
 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields 
No 49a, 49 & 51, non-listed frontage to Royal College of Surgeons 
 
Little Essex Street 
No. 4, No 5 
 
Milforn Lane 
No. 1 
 
Portugal Street 
No. 28 
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Portsmouth Street 
No. 1 
 
St Clements Inn Passage 
Nos. 8, 9, 10 
 
 
St Clements Lane 
No 2 P.H. 
 
Savoy Street 
PH 
 
Sheffield Street 
Nos. 9-10 
 
Strand (all cons) 
Strand Palace Hotel (366-375), Nos. 105-111, Nos. 125-130, Nos. 133-137, 
Nos. 143-151, Nos. 154-158, Nos. 169-171, Nos. 199-213, Nos. 217-221, 
Nos. 227-228, Nos. 231-234. 
 
Surrey Street 
Nos. 39-41(odd) 
 
Temple Place 
Queen Elizabeth Building 
 
Policy DES9 2 states that the City Council will seek the retention of buildings 
which in the opinion of the City Council make a significant contribution to the 
character or appearance of a conservation area and this would include 
unlisted buildings of merit.
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Figure 8 



 
Landmark buildings 
 
3.31 Within the conservation area there are buildings or structures which are 
considered to be of landmark quality. This can be as a result of numerous 
factors including their siting and detailed design. They contribute significantly 
to the character and townscape of the area being focal points or key elements 
in views. These are marked on the plan in Figure 8. 
 
3.32 Along the Strand the Church of St Mary-Le-Strand and the Church of 
St Clement Danes sit in the remodelled formal streetscape as key landmarks 
in views along this route. They provide a strong historic link and their 
picturesque qualities add interest and detail to the townscape.  
 
3.33 The Royal Courts of Justice are a nationally known building dominant 
in views along the Strand and into the city in the eastern section of the 
conservation area; the picturesque composition and detail such as railings 
provide richness and interest.  
 
3.34 Australia House is in a prominent location and is a landmark in views 
west along the Strand.  
 
3.35 Somerset House is important in views of the river edge, and up 
Lancaster Place, though has a less dominant presence on the Strand. 
 
3.36 Waterloo Bridge is a particularly dominant structure from the 
Embankment and Somerset House terrace. 
 
3.37 The central listed block of Bush House is a landmark closing views 
southwards along Kingsway and providing a taste of Aldwych beyond. 
 
The importance of these buildings in views is described in more detail in the 
section on Metropolitan and Local Views below. 
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Roof Extensions 
 
3.38 Roof profiles are an important element which can influence the 
character and appearance of a conservation area. As a result roof extensions 
are not always acceptable as they can have a negative impact on this. Policy 
DES6C highlights instances where roof extensions would not be acceptable. 
This includes terraces where the existing roofline is largely unimpaired by any 
extensions or alterations; buildings that are significantly higher than their 
neighbours; buildings or terraces which are complete compositions or which 
have existing roof extensions; where there is an unbroken line of butterfly 
roofs; and where a roofline is visible in long views of public spaces. 
 
3.39 The importance of the characteristic diversity of roof profiles in the area 
is evident in views north from Lancaster Place, along the Strand and of the 
river front development. 
 
3.40 The character of Chancery Lane and individual buildings within it, 
defined by more modest development with a variety of mansard roof 
structures, would be harmed by any additions. This is also the case in Essex 
Street and in the groups of smaller scale properties on the southern side of 
the Strand as well as the groups of properties of a similar scale to the north 
east around Portsmouth Street.  
 
3.41 Elsewhere there are buildings of a set piece composition the roof 
having been designed as an integral and considered part of the scheme, such 
as the Royal Courts of Justice and Somerset House. The larger scale 
development along Aldwych and Kingsway has been designed so that the 
roof form or upper storey is an integral part of the design and the overall 
relationship of conformity of scale which exists at present is key in defining the 
character of these streets. 
 
3.42 There are no locations where roof extensions would be considered 
acceptable in this conservation area. 
 
Policy DES6C highlights instances where roof extensions would not be 
acceptable. 
 
Advice is given in the publication ‘Roofs. A Guide to Alterations and 
Extensions on Domestic Buildings (1995). 
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METROPOLITAN AND LOCAL VIEWS 
 
3.43 The Unitary Development Plan defines two categories of views in 
Policy DES15 which contribute to Westminster’s townscape and historic 
character. The following section of the audit identifies local views in the 
conservation area and provides a preliminary list of views which are 
considered to be of Metropolitan importance. A separate Borough wide 
document will be produced identifying views of Metropolitan Importance which 
will undergo full consultation before being adopted as Supplementary 
Planning Guidance.  
 
3.44 Full consideration must be given to the impact of any development 
proposals on important Metropolitan and local views both within the 
conservation area and into and out of it.  
 
3.45 The strategic view of St Paul’s Cathedral from King Henry VIII’s mound 
runs through the south easterly part of the conservation area at the borough 
boundary in the centre of the Thames. Please refer to the relevant section of 
the Directory at the back of the report. 
 
LOCAL VIEWS 
 
3.46 There are important local views of landmark buildings within and 
outside the conservation area and of the river corridor and edges. These 
include: 
 
Open views of the south bank from Waterloo Bridge and Somerset House 
Terrace.  
View from the Victoria Embankment of Waterloo Bridge with the Houses of 
Parliament beyond.  
Views across the river from Victoria Embankment of the National Theatre. 
Views west along the Strand from the western part of the conservation area of 
Nelson’s Column rising above the northern side of the street in the distance. 
View west along Strand of Australia House and St Clement Danes Church. 
Bush House forms an impressive stop to the view southwards down Kingsway  
The Royal Courts of Justice features prominently in numerous local views 
from the network of streets and alleys in the south east of the conservation 
area.  
Lincoln’s Inn New Hall to the view east along Lincoln’s Inn Field. 
Views down Aldwych on both sides from Kingsway with St Clement Danes 
Church spire to east. 
View through archway into Somerset House courtyard 
Glimpsed view into King’s College Courtyard 
View up Lancaster Place towards the Lyceum Theatre portico 
Views into Middle Temple from eastern end of Temple Gardens 
 
3.47 This is not a comprehensive list, please see the plan at Figure 9. The 
changes in level towards the river allow vantage points from within the 
conservation area. This can be seen at a smaller scale with the views down 
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the alleys such as that of Temple Gardens through Temple Arch and then 
along Embankment.  
 
3.48 Preliminary list of Metropolitan views 
 
View of development along north bank of Thames from Waterloo Bridge 
in both directions 
 
The river frontage in the conservation area plays a key part in the panorama 
from Waterloo Bridge and other viewing points on the southern bank of the 
Thames. The views of the River corridor as a whole from Waterloo Bridge are 
exceptional with the skyline of the city to the east and the Houses of 
Parliament to the west. Similarly views into the conservation area are 
magnificent with Somerset House rising above the tree-lined Victoria 
Embankment. The distinguished Portland Stone facade is the strongest 
influence when entering the conservation area from the south. 
 
View east along Strand from junction with Lancaster Place of the two 
church spires 
 
There are impressive views along the Strand which provide a rich kinetic 
experience. The Church of St Mary-Le-Strand and the Church of St Clement 
Danes with their ornate spires form key elements and provide a human scale 
and picturesque elements. These can be seen against the backdrop of the 
stone facades of the principal developments fronting the Strand. 
 
View east along Strand towards the City of London from St Clement 
Danes Church Island. 
 
The richly detailed boundary and bold architecture of the Royal Courts of 
Justice with the projecting clock complement the historic properties on the 
southern side of the Strand. Temple Bar memorial designed by Sir Horace 
Jones and unveiled in 1880 (listed Grade II) is a prominent feature located in 
the centre of the roadway. 
 
View from Somerset House of St Paul’s Cathedral  
 
The River Terrace at Somerset House provides framed and unimpaired views 
of the upper drum and dome of St Paul’s Cathedral silhouetted against the 
sky. Preservation of these views, presently enjoyed from a variety of points on 
the River Terrace and from the steps leading down on to the terrace from the 
Seamen’s Hall will depend on careful and rigorous management of the tree 
canopies on the Embankment. 
 
In the Unitary Development Plan Policy DES14 seeks to protect strategic 
views across the city, resisting development that impinges or adversely 
affects these views. Policy DES15 seeks to protect Metropolitan and local 
views. 
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Figure 9 



CHARACTERISTIC LOCAL TOWNSCAPE DETAILS 
 
3.49 Local townscape details contribute to the sense of local distinctiveness 
and may be unique to a particular conservation area. They can range from 
characteristic building elements such as boundary treatments to the 
landscape qualities of the streetscape. Individually and collectively they 
contribute to the overall quality of Westminster as well as enhancing individual 
areas of character within the City.  
 
Railings, boundary walls & enclosure 
 
3.50 Railings and boundary walls can contribute significantly to the 
character of a conservation area. The City Council considers that they should 
be protected and properly maintained. They add interest and richness and 
provide a sense of enclosure marking the boundaries between public and 
private spaces. 
 
3.51 There are areas of significant interest with regards to boundary 
treatments. These are of a variety of scales, levels of grandeur and function. 
Some are of significant value in their own right and have been designed as 
set pieces in a complementary manner to the principal building.  
 
3.52 The Grade I listed collection of screen walls, gates, railings and lamps 
enclosing the Law Courts are of a particular quality forming an integral part of 
the building. Somerset House has a fine collection of gateways and boundary 
walls. Other listed buildings have impressive boundaries including the Royal 
College of Surgeons, and Incorporated Accountants Hall. 
 
3.53 Runs of Georgian railings remain in Essex Street to some of the 
terraced properties. These are important features providing detail to the street 
edge and an appropriate setting to the properties, many of which are listed. 
 
3.54 The Embankment wall itself is listed along with the stairs and the 
attached items of street furniture. These granite retaining walls are boldly 
detailed with bronze lion heads holding mooring rings. 
 
3.55 One area where an appropriate boundary treatment is missing is 
around Temple Gardens. 
 
The relevant City Council policy in respect of these is DES7 G and further 
guidance can be found in the design guide Railings in Westminster A guide to 
their design, repair and maintenance. 
 
Shopfronts 
 
3.56 Shopfronts, including non-original ones of an appropriate design, can 
be of great importance in contributing to the character and appearance of both 
individual buildings and the conservation area. Many are of historic and 
architectural interest in their own right. Others are designed as an integral part 
of the property or are of a sympathetic design. 
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3.57 There are numerous good examples of historic shopfronts in the 
conservation area providing a variety of different styles. On the Strand No 216 
has an early nineteenth century shopfront for the former Twinings Tea 
Merchants shop and No. 229 is an early to mid nineteenth century example. A 
late nineteenth century shopfront with candy twist timber mullions is a 
dominant feature at No. 135 Strand. 
 
3.58 An Edwardian commercial ground floor remains to No. 13 Sheffield 
Street and some of the original Art Deco shopfronts are still to be found to the 
retail units in the Strand Palace Hotel. Most of the ground floor fenestration to 
the commercial development along Aldwych and Kingsway is of significance, 
the bronze frames having simple but effective detailing and integral fascias.  
 
The relevant City Council policies concerning historic shopfronts and the 
design of new ones are DES5 C. Reference should be made to the design 
guide 'Shopfronts, Blinds and Signs: A Guide to their Design' (1990) and 
‘Advertisement Design Guidelines (1992). 
 
Statues and Monuments 
 
3.59 Many of the country’s most important monuments and statues are to be 
found in Westminster and they are of significant importance to the townscape 
of the City and many of these are listed.  
 
3.60 The Strand Conservation Area hosts a significant number of statues 
and monuments.  Many of them are situated along Strand while others are 
located along the Victoria Embankment. Some of the most notable are listed 
below. 
 
Statue of George III in the forecourt of Somerset House 
Temple Bar memorial designed by Sir Horace Jones - Strand 
Statue of W E Gladstone to the west of St Clement Danes Church 
Sculpture by H Palmer on Australia House 
 
Street Furniture 
 
3.61 Westminster has an outstanding heritage of interesting and historic 
street furniture, many of them listed. The appropriate maintenance and 
protection of these is important as is the need to prevent modern street clutter 
from detracting from their setting. 
 
3.62 The Victoria Embankment which runs through the conservation area 
contains characteristic street furniture, the river walk is described above. 
Attached to this are ornately designed “dolphin” lamp standards with globe 
lanterns by Timothy Butler, circa 1870, which are listed Grade II. The public 
seats (1872-74) designed by Lewis and G F Vulliamy have arm-brackets 
designed as winged sphinxes. Listed Grade II these formed part of the original 
Embankment design. 
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3.63  There are numerous items of historic street furniture along the Strand 
including the 19th century double armed lamp standards (exclusive to the 
Strand), 3 grit bins (2 outside Australia House and 1 outside Citibank) and 12 
unique bollards and 1 unique lamp standard on the eastern side of the St 
Clement Danes Island. These are of particular interests and contribute to the 
character of the area. 
 
Policy DES7 F 1 & 2 intends to protect these historic and characteristic 
features of the street scene. 
 
Historic floorscapes 
 
3.64 Historic floorscapes are important elements in the townscape of an 
area and often an integral part of landscaping schemes in an urban 
environment. This can include major city squares or a mews development. 
Paving, if well-designed and maintained and in suitable quality materials, will 
contribute to the townscape qualities of an area, often by providing a 
backdrop to the surrounding built fabric. 
 
3.65 This is not intended as an inclusive list of floor surfaces in the 
conservation area. However there are areas of traditional material that 
remain, some laid relatively recently, which are in particularly sensitive 
locations, other than the York Stone footway surfaces and granite curb 
stones. These include, 
 
The York Stone paving on the raised area surrounding the Church St Clement 
Danes and the area of granite setts to the west of this  
 
The newly landscaped courtyard to Somerset House. 
 
Trees 
 
3.66 Trees provide significant amenity value in an urban environment in 
both visual and environmental terms. They are important elements in the 
character and appearance of a conservation area contributing to the 
townscape in many ways. This can range from a single specimen providing a 
focal point, a group of mature trees forming part of an historic planting 
scheme or street trees forming an integral part of an estate layout. 
 
3.67 Street trees are a defining feature of the Strand Conservation Area. 
Mature trees line the wide pavements characteristic of the principal streets 
notably the Strand, Kingsway, Aldwych and the Victoria Embankment. This 
reinforces the importance of these streets as major routes and provides a 
green foil to the surrounding built environment as well as acting as important 
features in the setting of the listed buildings. Mature trees along the 
Embankment help reduce the affects of the traffic. 
 
3.68 Whilst the majority of the trees in the conservation area are Plane there 
are 3 Oaks outside Arundel Great Court on the Strand and Ginkgo trees can 
be found on Arundel Street, Temple Place and outside St Mary le Strand. 
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UDP policy ENV 14 seeks to protect trees which make a significant 
contribution to the character and appearance of a conservation area.  Advice 
on trees and their protection is given in the City Council design guide, Trees 
and Other Planting on Development Sites. 
 
CHARACTERISTIC LAND USES 
 
3.69 The contribution of land uses to the character and appearance of a 
conservation area is of importance. This will not only have a direct influence 
on the building typology or make-up of an area but also on the nature and use 
of the public spaces and streets. Particular uses may be of historic or national 
importance and will have dictated the evolution of an area. 
 
3.70 The plan in Figure 10 identifies the main land uses. There are three 
main uses; the Royal Courts of Justice and associated legal offices; the 
London School of Economics complex and King’s College; and the recently 
enhanced cultural complex provided by Somerset House. The remaining 
theatres are of value reminiscent of the predominance of such buildings along 
this part of the Strand in the past 
 
3.71 To the north of the Strand the conservation area has a large 
concentration of academic accommodation, including the London School of 
Economics and the Royal College of Surgeons. To the south, adjacent to 
Somerset House is King’s College. These academic institutions of national 
renown are important contributors to the character of the area. 
 
3.72 The Royal Courts of Justice (G. E. Street) and chambers are dominant 
in the east where there is also the Law Society in Chancery Lane which dates 
from 1831 by Vulliamy. 
 
3.73 Somerset House now provides a major outdoor public space as well as 
restaurants and cafés. It also houses numerous collections open to the public 
including the Gilbert Collection and the Courtauld Institute of Art. 
 
3.74 In the western part of the conservation area, the land uses are 
predominantly retail frontages interspersed by cafes, bars and restaurants at 
ground floor and a mixture of hotels, theatres and office accommodation on 
upper floors. The uses in this part of the conservation area extend the 
commercial character of The Strand from Charing Cross through to the 
Aldwych and Kingsway. 
 
3.75 Temple Underground Station acts as a hub of activity linking the river 
based activities with the commercial and legal uses to the north. From Victoria 
Embankment there is access to moorings and the numerous piers within the 
conservation area. 
 
3.76 The impact of traffic on the area was highlighted as a concern at the 
public meeting during the consultation process on this document. Whilst this 
document does not deal specifically with such issues they can impact upon 
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the character and appearance of the conservation area. Kings college 
welcome initiatives such as the proposed pedestrianisation scheme for the 
area south of St Mary le Strand which they consider will alleviate some of the 
problems caused by traffic. 
 
3.77 The City Council will consider the contribution of existing and proposed 
uses to the character or appearance of the conservation area. DES9 D is the 
relevant UDP policy. 
 

 
Figure 10: Land Uses 

 31



 
 
NEGATIVE FEATURES 
 
3.78 Negative features detract from the special character of an area and 
present the opportunity for change which will enhance the character and 
appearance of an area. It may be that simple maintenance works could 
remedy the situation or in some cases there may be the opportunity to 
redevelop a particular site. 
 

 

 
Figure 11: Negative buildings 

3.79 There are several buildings located in the Strand Conservation Area 
which are considered to be detrimental to the overall character and 
appearance of the conservation area by virtue of either their bulk or 
elevational detailing. These are identified in Figure 11 and include: 
 
No. 44 Lincoln’s Inn 
Macadam Building, Surrey Street. 
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New Court in Portugal Street/Carey Street/Serle Street 
Thomas More Building and Queen’s Building the Royal Courts of Justice 
complex 
Block on south side of Clement’s Inn 
Block of L.S.E. on eastern side of Houghton Street just north of New Inn 
Passage and eastern end of elongated building (No 5 Portugal Street) located 
to the north of Clements Inn Passage and south of Clements Lane 
Block defined by the Strand, Arundel Street, Maltravers Street and Millard 
Lane including adjacent No. 7 Arundel Street. 
 
 
Any proposal will be judged against policies DES1 and DES9 of the UDP. 
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Department of Planning and City Development 
Westminster City Council 

64 Victoria Street 
London SW1E 6QP 

 

The City Council also makes available many documents in Braille, on 
tape and in large print. If you require any of the information contained in 
these documents in one of these alternative formats please contact: 
(020) 7641 8088. 
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