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neXT sTePs For library Plans
Thank you for registering to receive email updates on the proposals for a new 
library to be built in Marylebone.

As you may be aware the council has 
agreed to lease out Council House, the 
current home of Marylebone Library, on a 
long lease to London Business School 
from the end of August 2013. 

As part of the arrangement with the  
London Business School, Council House 
will be refurbished. However once the 
refurbishment has been completed at 
Council House and the London Business 
school moves in, the council will still use 

part of the building for council meetings 
and wedding and civil partnership 
ceremonies. 

To replace the current library facility, a 
brand new library for the Marylebone area 
will be built at Luxborough Street – this is 
programmed to open late 2015. Whilst the 
new Marylebone Library is being built, the 
library will move to a temporary location in 
August 2013 to ensure that library services 
are still available to residents and the 

community while the new library 
development is underway.

In this edition you will find:
•  Responses to the feedback received 

about the proposals for the new library 
from the consulation earlier this year

•  The location of the temporary library on 
Beaumont Street and facilities which will 
be available

•  An update on the timeline for the new 
Marylebone Library.
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resPonDinG To yoUr FeeDback
We asked local people a series of questions about what types of services they would like to see at the 
new library, thoughts on the new designs, opinions on the play area, on the entrance to the library and 
for any other feedback they may have. 

Here are some of the council’s responses to 
the feedback received at the exhibition and 
from feedback forms. 

I would like to see a better reference 
collection. 
The new library will have a high quality 
reference section which will be more 
accessible to the public. There will also be 
better facilities for electronic-only reference 
material and information through use of 
mobile devices.

I would like to see reading groups to 
help encourage people to read more. 
Marylebone Library currently hosts two 
reading groups and we plan to continue these 
groups in the new library.

I would like to see a better range  
of books. 
The new library will have more books than 
the current library at Council House. 
Residents can also now get access to the 
books at our Tri-Borough partner libraries in 
Hammersmith & Fulham and Kensington and 
Chelsea as well as all other libraries in 
Westminster. This means you can now 
choose from over one million books.

I would like to see art shows/arts and 
craft centre in the new library.  
The plans for the new library will have an 
exhibition space on the ground floor that can 
potentially be used for arts and crafts.

I do not think the Luxborough street site 
should be used for this development – 
the Chiltern street or Moxon street sites 
are more appropriate. 
The council did consider Chiltern Street and 
carried out a consultation on Moxon Street 
and Luxborough Street for the proposed  
new library in March 2012. We chose 
Luxborough Street because this site has 
significant advantages: 

•  A new library at Luxborough Street can 
open much sooner than Moxon Street.  
We would have to sell part of Moxon Street 
before any progress could be made. This is 
due to the ownership of sites.

•  Luxborough Street is closer to bus routes 
and stations and provides easier access for 
older people and people with disabilities. 

•  Taking into account land values, the 
projected cost of building a new library in 
Luxborough Street is around £12.6million, 
compared to £16-19million for the Moxon 
Street site. 

The proposals put forward by the developers 
for Chiltern Street were not financially viable 
for the council. The cost to construct the 
library on Luxborough Street is better value 
for money than locating it in Chiltern Street.  
We think the Luxborough Street site offers the 
best opportunity for the council to construct 
the library quickly and will enable us to 
connect the surrounding green open spaces. 

I would like to see better  
children’s facilities. 
The proposals include a larger area for the 
children’s library with a retractable partition 
wall that can be used to section off this area 
during busy times so as not to disturb other 
library users. It will allow for a wider range of 
children’s library activities to take place.

I am concerned about the removal  
of trees. 
There are three trees that will need to be 
removed for the construction of the new 
library. However, these will be replaced with 
semi-mature trees near the same location on 
the green space outside Luxborough Tower. 
We are also working with the residents of 
Luxborough Tower to enhance their private 
open space which could be linked with the 
library proposal.

Will there be enough daylight into the 
basement areas of the library? 
We will use modern design techniques to 
draw natural light into the building. These 
include skylights in the ground, large 
windows facing out towards the park area  
and a large spiral stairwell.

The full feedback report is available for you to 
read at: www.westminster.gov.uk/services/
libraries/new-marylebone-library-plans/



PAGE 3 • MARYLEBONE E-NEWs • AUGUsT 2013

beaUMonT sTreeT: 
The TeMPorary 
library locaTion
While the council builds a new purpose-built library on a site in 
Luxborough Street we will open a temporary library at Macintosh 
House, 54 Beaumont Street, London W1G 6DW. 

Planning permission has been approved for 
this site making it the home of a temporary 
library for two years. Macintosh House, 
which is a council-owned building, will be 
fitted out to accommodate the Marylebone 
Library until the new library is ready. The 
temporary library site is a 15 minute walk 
from the current location at Council House 
and close to Marylebone High Street. 

Marylebone Library will close from 12th 
August and reopen at Macintosh House on 
28th August. Most of the books and services 
from the existing library will move to its 
temporary home. All of the library’s core 
services will continue as will activities for 
children, their carers, and the elderly. 

The temporary facility will be open until the 
new permanent library is completed on 
Luxborough Street. The temporary library will 
be smaller than the current one located in 
Council House and will therefore hold fewer 
items. However, the latest and most popular 
books will be available. Books can also be 
ordered in from other libraries to make sure 
residents have access to a wide range of stock.

Anabel Lopez, Marylebone Library Area 
Manager said: “The council is committed to 
having a continuous library offering in the 
area while getting the best value for 
residents. The site is an excellent location, 
which is accessible.”

There will be three floors in the 
temporary library:

•  Reference materials, study areas and 
computers for public use will be in  
the basement

•  The children’s section and lending library 
will be on the ground floor

•  Additional reference materials and study 
areas and more adult lending stock will be 
available on the first floor.

Some reference materials currently housed in 
basement stores at Marylebone Library will 
be moved to either Victoria Library in 
Buckingham Palace Road or Westminster 
Reference Library in St Martin’s Street near 
Leicester Square, and will still be available 
for public use from those libraries.
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Current location

Temporary location

TiMeline
When will the planning application  
be submitted? Following recent local 
resident feedback we wanted to learn 
more about the views of Luxborough 
Tower residents and have therefore  
been in further discussion with 
residents and the Residents’ 
Association. We did not want to submit 
a planning application whilst this was 
ongoing, and hope to be able to submit 
an application within the next month. 

When will the library open?  
Providing the designs receive planning 
permission we anticipate that the library 
will be open late 2015.

Find out more
Want to learn more about the plans  
for Marylebone Library and be kept  
up to date with exhibitions, events  
and meetings?

You can visit westminster.gov.uk/
services/libraries/new-marylebone-
library-plans/ or email 
newmarylebone@westminster.gov.uk

©
 C

row
n cop

yrig
ht. A

ll rig
hts reserved

. LA
1000195972013


