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1. Winston Churchill Memorial Trust: Travelling Fellowships  
In 2017, The Winston Churchill Memorial Trust will be investing around £1.3 million in 
British citizens by awarding 150 Travelling Fellowships. This will directly support British 
citizens who want to travel overseas to gain knowledge, experience and best practice to 
benefit others in their UK professions and communities, and society as a whole. Read 
more at: http://www.wcmt.org.uk/  Deadline: 20 Sep 
  
2. Heritage Lottery Fund Start-up Grants (UK) 
The Heritage Lottery Fund has announced that not-for-profit organisations and 
partnerships led by not-for-profit organisations have until 5pm on the 27th July 2016 to 
apply for grants from its Start-up grants programme. From the 28th July charities or 
trusts; community, voluntary or friends-of groups; companies limited by guarantee; 
community/parish councils; Community Interest Companies; and social enterprises; etc 
will be able to apply for a grant of £3,000-£10,000 for activities currently supported 
through Start-up Grants through the HLF's new Resilient Heritage programme. 
  
Start-up grants are for anyone thinking about creating a new organisation to look after 
or engage people with heritage, or existing groups taking on new responsibilities for 
heritage. Start-up grants can support the early stages of planning activities. For 
example, organisations that are not yet formally constituted can apply for a Start-up 
grant to help them to adopt the right governance structure for their organisation. 
Read more at: https://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/our-grant-programmes/start-grants 
  
3. Skills For the Future Programme Re-opens for Applications (UK) 
The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) has announced that its “Skills for the Future" 
programme has re-opened for applications. Skills for the Future funds work-based 
training in a wide range of skills that are needed to look after buildings, landscapes, 
habitats, species, and museum and archive collections, as well as equipping people to 
lead education and outreach programmes, manage volunteers and use new technology. 
The HLF give grants to not for profit organisations and partnerships led by not for profit 
organisations that can demonstrate a skills shortage and are able to plan and develop a 
new training programme and to recruit, train and pay trainees new to the sector. 
Applicants can apply for a grant from £100,000 to £750,000. Skills for the Future 
applications go through a two-round process. 
  
There is a two round application process and applicants must submit their first-round 
application by 12 noon on the 13th October 2016. Applicants successful at this stage 
will then need to submit a detailed training plan. HLF must receive this by no later than 
12 noon on the 7th September 2017. Read more at: https://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-
funding/our-grant-programmes/skills-future 
  
4. Grants to Help New, Innovative Visual Arts Projects (UK) 
The Elephant Trust has announced that the next deadline for applications is the 27th 
June 2016. The Trust offers grants to artists and for new, innovative visual arts projects 
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based in the UK. The Trust's aim is to make it possible for artists and those presenting 
their work to undertake and complete projects when confronted by lack of funds. The 
Trust supports projects that develop and improve the knowledge, understanding and 
appreciation of the fine arts. Priority is now being given to artists and small 
organisations and galleries who should submit well argued, imaginative proposals for 
making or producing new work or exhibitions. Arts Festivals are not supported. The 
Trust normally awards grants of up to £2,000, but larger grants may be considered. 
  
Read more at: http://elephanttrust.org.uk/docs/intro.html 
  
5. Funding for Innovation in the Circus Arts (UK) 
The National Centre for Circus Arts has announced that the next round of its Lab:time 
programme is open for applications. Lab:time is the Centre for Circus Arts programme 
for innovation and experimentation in the Circus Arts and is funded by the Esmée 
Fairbairn Foundation. Through Lab:time individual artists and companies are able to 
secure research and development time in the Creation Studio at the National Centre for 
Circus Arts, as well as small but significant amounts of seed funding to support the first 
stages of exploration. It is hoped that by offering artists the means to explore their ideas 
at the very beginning of the creative process critical mass of creative development will 
be generated that will, over time, generate an increase in the quality and quantity of new 
circus-based performance across the UK. 
  
The deadline for applications will be is 5pm on the 15th September 2016. Read more at: 
http://www.nationalcircus.org.uk/professional-artists/labtime 
  
6. Breaks for Kids (England & Wales) 
The Youth Hostel Association's "Breaks for Kids" fund is open for applications. This is a 
discretionary fund in support of disadvantaged young people. These are young people 
under the age of 18 who receive either free school meals, or whose family receive 
housing benefit or income support. Funding may be available for schools/groups who 
have a provisional booking with a Youth Hostel in England or Wales and who have yet 
to pay the balance on their stay. 
  
Applications must be received at least eight weeks in advance of your arrival date and 
grants are deducted from the final bill. Read more at: http://www.yha.org.uk/school-
trips/breaks-for-kids 
  
7. Ragdoll Foundation Open Grants Scheme (UK) 
The Ragdoll Foundation's Open Grant scheme supports not for profit organisations 
working with children and young people using the arts and creative media. Grants of up 
to £50k are available but the majority of grants awarded are likely to be in the region of 
£5k to £30k and cover between 25% and 80% of total costs. Organisations can apply 
for both one-off short-term projects and for projects lasting up to three years. Preference 
will be given to those projects which have a deep commitment to listening to children 
and allow the perceptions and feelings of children themselves to be better understood. 
The Foundations is mainly interested in applications that involve children during their 
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early years, but appropriate projects for older children (up to 18 years) will also be 
considered. Whilst the Foundation will fund work in and around London, they will 
prioritise projects taking place elsewhere in the UK. 
  
Applications are accepted on a rolling basis. Read more at: 
http://www.ragdollfoundation.org.uk/portfolio/grant-giving 
  
8. BBC Children in Need – Small Grants Programme (UK) 
Not for profit organisations such as such schools; registered charities; voluntary 
organisations; churches; and community interest groups; etc. can apply for grants of up 
to £10,000 through the BBC Children in Need Small Grants programme. The grants are 
available for projects that help children and young people experiencing:  

 Illness, distress, abuse or neglect 
 Any kind of disability 
 Behavioural or psychological difficulties' and / or living in situations of deprivation. 

Projects supported in the past include: 
The Midlothian Association of Play which received a grant of £9,996 to run holiday 
playschemes with trips and activities for young people living in low income areas. 
Trewirgie Junior School which received a grant of £9,760 to provide after school sailing 
sessions to disadvantage children aged 7-11. 
The closing date for applications is the 1st September 2016. Read more at: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4fJVTzz5QmQx5rx0S4NVg0Q/small-grants 
  
9. £200,000 Available to Support Women Innovators (UK) 
Innovate UK has up to £200,000 and a package of tailored support to award to 
businesswomen who have exciting ideas and the potential to become leaders in 
innovation and deliver significant economic growth. This is the first women only 
Innovate UK competition and is part of a new ‘infocus' initiative to encourage diversity in 
innovation. The competition is open to any woman in the UK with experience in 
business innovation and each of the 12 finalists in the competition will receive a 
package of support tailored to their needs, and the four winners will each receive 
£50,000 to support their innovation project or activities. Innovate UK are looking for 
women who have real potential to become leaders in business innovation and/or 
successful entrepreneurs and have exciting ideas that promise significant economic 
value to the UK. 
  
The closing date for applications is the 12th August 2016. Read more at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/women-in-innovation-apply-for-infocus-funding-
award 

10. People’s Postcode Trust: 2016 Grants  
People’s Postcode Trust exists to try to make the world a better place through short-
term, designated funding for projects that focus on the prevention of poverty, support 
healthy living initiatives and uphold human rights for some of society’s most vulnerable 
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groups. It will also consider projects which help different communities come together for 
the benefit of their local area. Registered charities in England, Scotland & Wales can 
apply from £500-£20,000 (£10,000 in Wales), whilst other organisations may apply for 
up to £2,000. Read more at: http://www.postcodetrust.org.uk/applying-for-a-grant  
Deadline: 30 Sept 
  
11. New fund to support arts training for primary teachers 
Paul Hamlyn Foundation has stepped in to enable teachers to access on-going 
professional development that will help them use arts practice across the curriculum. 
Primary school teachers are to be given access to long-term professional development 
to help them use arts-based teaching practices across the curriculum. A pilot scheme, 
launched by Paul Hamlyn Foundation (PHF), has been designed in response to a 
knowledge, confidence and skills gap holding teachers back from delivering effective 
learning in and through the arts. Research suggests that children from economically 
disadvantaged backgrounds miss out on some art forms, resulting in a less rounded 
and balanced education. The £1m Teacher Development Fund, aims especially to 
increase support for primary teachers serving disadvantaged communities, including 
those that are struggling to attract and retain teachers. 
  
It will enable arts consortia across the UK to work in partnership with over 70 schools. 
Lead partners in the consortia include the British Council, Creative Scotland, film 
education charity Into Film, and Arts Council England’s Bridge Organisation for 
Yorkshire, CapeUK. Read more at: http://www.phf.org.uk/funds/teacher-development-
fund/ 
  
12. Funding for the Restoration of Historic Buildings (UK) 
Funding is available to restore historic buildings through the Heritage Lottery Fund's 
Heritage Enterprise grants programme. The programme provides grants to support not-
for-profit organisations in partnership with the private sector for the restoration of 
unused historic building and sites. The programme provides grants where historic 
buildings have failed to attract enough investment because the cost of their repair has 
not been commercially viable for private developers. Under the programme, two levels 
of grants are available:  

 Grants of between £100,000 and under £2 million 
 Grants of between £2million and £5million. 

Previous projects supported include:  

 A grant of £4 million to a large industrial site: Harvey's Foundry Trust in Hayle, 
Cornwall. The project will conserve and adapt the remaining derelict Grade II 
listed buildings to bring them into commercial use. 

 The Globe, an Art Deco ‘super theatre' in the centre of Stockton on Tees, which 
will be transformed from a derelict eyesore into a 2500-seater live music and 
comedy venue with the potential to create 64 jobs. 
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For grant requests of over £100,000 and under £2million decisions are made every 
three months. For grant requests of between £2 million and up to £5 million the next 
closing date for stage one applications is the 4th August 2016. Read more at: 
http://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/our-grant-programmes/heritage-enterprise 
  
13. Comic Relief Launches New Core Strength Programme (UK) 
As part of its new funding strategy, Comic Relief has launched its new £4 million Core 
Strength Funding programme for Small Organisations in the UK. The aim of the fund is 
to support the core running costs of small and medium sized organisations across the 
UK that help people in deprived communities, including those suffering rural isolation. 
As well as running costs, Comic Relief will also award grants to support specific work 
that will strengthening organisations for the future. This could include improving 
leadership and governance, or planning and development. Approximately 100 
organisations will receive funding through this initiative. This programme is partly funded 
by HM Treasury's ‘Tampon Tax' to help tackle the various issues that many women and 
girls face. Therefore, out of the £4 million available through this pilot programme, a 
minimum of £1 million will be awarded to organisations working primarily to support 
women and girls. Comic Relief welcomes proposals for up to £40,000 over 24 months of 
activity (£20,000 each year). To be eligible, the applicant organisation must amongst 
other things have an annual income of between £100,000 and £500,000. 
  
The closing date for applications is midday on the 27th July 2016. Read more at: 
http://www.comicrelief.com/grants/initiatives/core-strength 
  
14. Women Make Music Grant Scheme (UK) 
The next applications deadline for the Performing Right Society's (PRS) Women Make 
Music grant scheme is 6pm on the 3rd October 2016. Through the grant scheme, 
financial support of up to £5000 is available to women musicians to create new music in 
any genre. This can range from:  

 Classical 
 Jazz 
 Experimental 
 Urban 
 Electronica 
 Pop. 

Grants are available for projects:  

 That support the creation, performance and promotion of outstanding new music 
 That enable the UK's most talented female music creators to realise their 

potential 
 To inspire audiences. 

The fund can support projects by women songwriters, composers, artists, bands and 
performers who are writing their own music. Please note that PRS no longer fund 
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organisations through Women Make Music. Read more at: 
http://www.prsformusicfoundation.com/funding/women-make-music-2/ 
  
15. Funding for Music Creators (UK) 
The Performing Rights Society (PRS) for Music Foundation, the UK's leading funder of 
new music across all genres, has announced that the next application deadline for its 
funding programme for organisations and music creators is the 3rd October 2016. 
Funding is available to any music creator such as songwriters; composers; and solo 
artists; etc as well as not-for-profit organisation that support the creation and 
performance of outstanding new music. Through this programme, music creators as 
well as bands; ensembles; collectives; charities; local authority and schools; etc can 
apply for grants of up to £5,000. For example, AudioActive, a registered charity working 
to challenge disadvantage and enhance the development of children and young people 
by providing high quality creative and musical experiences throughout the South East, 
received funding. Funding was used to deliver music workshops to children and young 
people, with the aim of helping to nurture talented young musicians. 
  
Read more at: http://www.prsformusicfoundation.com/funding/the-open-fund/ 
  
16. Wingate Foundation Music Grants Programme (UK) 
The Wingate Foundation has announced that its Music Grants programme is open to 
applications. The Music Grants programme supports those areas of music performance 
and education which do not readily attract backing from commercial sponsors or other 
funding bodies, or which are not eligible for public funding. Priority will be given to those 
organisations which give opportunities to young professionals and to education projects 
for young people as well as for new adult audiences. This would include direct 
assistance as well as funding for organisations which promote their work or 
performance, and support for Master Classes. 
  
Previous projects supported include:  

 The National Children's Orchestra which received a grant of £15,000 per year for 
three years to give musically talented children under the age of 14 the 
opportunity of playing together in full, age-banded symphony orchestras and 

 The Drake Music Project which received a grant of £10,000 to address the 
imbalance in music provision for disabled people by delivering a range of music 
technology driven projects. 

The next deadline for applications is the 13th September 2016. Read more at: 
http://www.wingatefoundation.org.uk/sc_music.php 
   
17. Coalfields Regeneration Trust Investment Programme opens for applications 
(England) 
The Coalfields Regeneration Trust has announced the next funding round of Coalfields 
Community Investment Programme will re-open for applications on the 18th July 2016. 
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The Coalfields Community Investment Programme make grants of up to £10,000 
(£5,000 for capital costs to community groups that:  

 Help people gain the skills they need in order to increase their opportunities 
 Increase the number of people in work 
 That improve the health and wellbeing of all age groups. 

Each funding round addresses on of these themes and this funding round is looking to 
support projects that promote improve the health and wellbeing of all age groups. The 
fund is open to projects in the top 30% most deprived coalfield communities. The total 
fund value of £500,000 will be committed over the period 1st April 2016 to 31st March 
2017 at four decision making Committees which will take place quarterly (£125,000 
allocated to each Committee). Read more at: http://www.coalfields-regen.org.uk/what-
we-do/social-investment/coalfields-community-investment/ 
  
18. Artists International Development Fund (England) 
The next application deadline for the Arts Council England's Artists International 
Development Fund is 5pm on the 26th October 2016. This funding stream is for artists 
to develop links with artists, organisations and/or creative producers in other countries. 
Freelance and self-employed artists can apply for small grants of £1,000 to £5,000 to 
spend time building these links to broaden their horizons and open their work to other 
perspectives. The programme is open to emerging and mid-career artists working in 
combined arts, literature, music, theatre, dance, visual arts and crafts and design. 
Applicants must have received recognition for their work in England and not have 
extensive international experience. 
  
The application must also a letter of support from the overseas partner/host. Read more 
at: http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/funding/artists-international-development-fund 

19. Holiday Grants for Children (UK) 
The Henry Smith's Charity has announced that Holiday Grant for Children Programme 
is due to re-open for applications on the 1st July 2016. Schools, youth groups and not 
for profit organisations can apply for grants towards holidays or outings within the UK for 
children aged 13 and under who are from deprived areas or have a disability. 
Applications can be considered for holidays or outings that have the objective of 
providing children with a break they would not otherwise have the opportunity to 
experience. The maximum grant is usually £2,500 for any one trip. Grants are normally 
limited to a maximum of two-thirds of the total cost of a trip as the charity would expect 
some local partnership funding to be in place. Activities will need to take place between 
the 1 September and 31 December 2016. 
  
Recently funded projects include:  

 All Saints CE (Aided) Primary School which received grant of £980 towards the 
cost of a four-night residential trip to an adventure centre in Shropshire for a 
group of school children from a deprived area of Wokingham and 
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 Baysgarth School which received a grant of £1,000 towards a three-day trip to an 
adventure activity centre for a group of disadvantaged children from Lincolnshire. 

The closing date for applications will be the 18th November 2016. Read more at: 
http://www.henrysmithcharity.org.uk/holiday-grants-for-children.html 
 
20. The ASDA Foundation Trust (UK) 
The ASDA Foundation trust was set up in 1988 to support local good causes chosen by 
employees and is funded by profits from the mid-week national lottery. The Foundation 
can support charities within the UK, as well as people and projects who require financial 
assistance, including everything from local charities and playgroups to football teams as 
long as they have the support of local ASDA colleagues. Some of the projects that the 
ASDA Foundation has supported in the past include:  

 Transforming a large tarmac playing ground at Haslingden Primary School, 
Lancashire, into a place where children can play, learn, enjoy, plant and grow, 
and most of all have fun. 

 The Foundation also provides funding for the Southglade Park community 
allotment, a non-profitable initiative where the produce grown is used to educate 
young children and adults on healthy eating. 

Read more at: http://charities.asda.com/asda-foundation 

21. Music Grants for Older People (England & Wales) 
The registered charity, Concertina which makes grants of up to £250 to charitable 
bodies which provide musical entertainment and related activities for the elderly has 
announced that the next deadline for applications is the 31st October 2016. The charity 
is particular keen to support smaller organisations which might otherwise find it difficult 
to gain funding. 
  
Concertina has made grants to a wide range of charitable organisations nationwide in 
England and Wales. These include funds to many care homes for the elderly to provide 
musical entertainment for their residents. Some of the charities that have received 
grants from Concertina include:  

 The Theatre Chipping Norton to fund high calibre music recitals in six Care 
Homes in the area. 

 Golden Oldies in Bath who received funding for the provision of leaders for 
singing sessions for the elderly throughout the area, culminating in a concert 
bringing together all the groups in one celebratory concert annually. The pilot 
project which Concertina helped to fund has now grown and there are "Golden 
Oldies" in many more areas of England. 

Read more at: http://www.concertinamusic.org.uk/Grants.php 

Main source: Arts Development UK newsletter 
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